
March 31, 2020 
 
Dear families preparing for First Holy Communion, 
 
I know you have questions and I am going to try to answer. 
 
First, yes, we will celebrate First Holy Communion.   
 
Unfortunately, we don’t know when and how. We can safely say that our celebrations for April 
25th, April 26th, May 2nd and 3rd are going to be delayed. These celebrations are being 
postponed along with the postponement of the Easter sacraments for those who have been 
eagerly preparing like you, through the whole year. We have to wait until our Bishop allows us 
to begin Masses again, which will be a joyful day because the health concerns about gathering 
in public will have abated. 
 
I know this is disappointing to hear. It’s sad for me to write. However, I hold onto the 
knowledge that we will be able to celebrate the sacraments with joy and renewed appreciation 
for the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Until then, we live in a time of ‘patiently waiting” as 
Father Eamon called it in the Mass for last Sunday. I will definitely be keeping you updated and 
be so excited to share plans when we can get to that stage again. 
 
As you patiently wait (or somewhat impatiently like me), please take the time to reflect with 
your child about the gift of the Eucharist and why receiving the Body and Blood of Jesus is so 
important. You may also want to take time to pray this prayer for parents and children 
preparing for First Eucharist from Loyola Press: 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/sacraments/eucharist/family-prayer-for-
celebrating-first-eucharist 
 
I hope all of you have found our Masses on the website (www.ascensioncatholic.net). Our 
Bishop John Noonan will be gathering our diocesan community to pray together as a united 
Body of Christ for the Easter Triduum -- Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil -- from 
St. James Cathedral. What a wonderful time to share with your family how we are all connected 
together as the Body of Christ spiritually even if not physically. Links to those celebrations as 
well as family resources will be on our Holy Week page. 
 
We will be adding more resources to our website, especially for our families as you have this 
unexpected opportunity to grow as the Domestic Church. If there is anything we can do to 
help— please let us know. 
 
God bless- 
Betsy Glasenapp 
Director of Elementary Faith Formation 
Ascension Catholic Church - 2950 N. Harbor City Blvd - Melbourne, FL  32935 
Phone: 321-254-1595 ext. 3080 - Fax: 321-255-3490 
www.ascensioncatholic.net 
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