
TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 9, 2022 C 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of 
God and ask him to help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  Loving God, as we gather today, we give you thanks for the many blessings 
you have bestowed on us.  Help us to develop an attitude of gratitude and to never take your 
blessings for granted.  Open our minds and hearts to the message you want us to hear in your 
Word this day. This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word: [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend 
a few minutes sharing how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our 
lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator reads focus statement: In the first and third readings, lepers experience healing 
after they act in obedience to God’s Word. Paul says that even though enemies of the Gospel 
can chain him up, they cannot chain up God’s Word. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As 
you hear a word, you may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the First Reading, the Psalm and the Second Reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
Here is the link to this Sunday’s readings; https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100922.cfm 
 
FIRST READING:  2Kings 5:12-17 
 

To fully appreciate this story, one needs to read all of Chapter 5 of 2Kings. It is a story about 
humility, healing, gratitude, conversion and worship. The primary character in the story is 
Naaman, a foreigner, who is cured of leprosy and converted to the God of Israel. In order to 
receive all that God is offering him, Syrian General Naaman needs to overcome some serious 
obstacles. He must believe that his servant can be an instrument of God in his life. He must be 
humble enough to listen to the exhortations of his servant, humble enough to accept the gift of 
healing in a way he has not expected and from a source he does not know. In the end, obedience 
to the word of the prophet brings healing. 
 
As a man of means, Naaman desires to offer gifts to Elisha. But Elisha refuses because he 
wants to make it clear to Naaman that it is God, not he, who is the source of his healing.  Since 
in those days, it is believed that one can only worship a god in the land of that god, Naaman 
asks permission to take some earth back with him so he can worship the God of Israel, even 
outside of the land.  This story is intended to show God’s concern for non-Jewish persons, 
which is also a central theme in today’s Gospel. 



 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 98 
 

This psalm has a universalist theme: God’s care and concern are for all people. It 
also expresses the gratitude that Naaman and the leper in the Gospel must have felt. 
 
 
SECOND READING:  2Timothy 2:8-13 
 
Paul expresses his willingness to suffer for the Gospel and though he may be in chains (in prison), 
God’s Word cannot be imprisoned. The reading ends with an excerpt from a baptismal hymn about 
dying and rising with Christ and about God’s faithfulness to us despite our infidelity. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:  Luke 17:11-19 
 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us listen with our minds for the 
content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel, then all pause to reflect. 
 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let us listen with our hearts to what 
Jesus is saying to us.  Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the Gospel 
might be a challenge to embrace. You may want to underline or write down the word 
you hear. 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 17:11-19 
 

Luke’s Gospel is sometimes called “the Gospel of the Outsiders.” Jesus is born like 
an outsider in Bethlehem. His first visitors—shepherds and the Magi—are 
considered outsiders in their time. Lepers also are outsiders in Jesus’ time.  They are 
cast out of the community because of their contagious skin disease. Worse still, they 
are told that their disease is a result of sin in their lives.  So the ten lepers who meet 
Jesus suffer physically, emotionally and spiritually.  
 

Upon seeing or hearing Jesus approaching, the lepers cry out from a distance: “Jesus, 
Master, have pity on us.” They do not ask for healing but simply for compassion. 
 

Jesus does not seem to show much compassion.  Instead, he instructs them to go and 
show themselves to the priests, who have the authority to determine who is or is not 
clean.  Lepers need a clean bill of health to be readmitted to the community. 
 

In ordering the lepers to go to the priests prior to being healed, Jesus is testing them.  
Will they trust him and obey his command? They do and are healed as they travel in 
obedience to God’s word. In the first reading today, Naaman is healed after he obeys 
the prophet’s command to go wash in the river. We see in both readings that 
obedience leads to healing. 
 



Gratitude. In the second part of today’s Gospel, we notice that only one of the ten 
healed lepers returns to give thanks to Jesus.  He is a Samaritan, a non-Jew and also 
an outsider. This man gives a full-throated thanks, prostrating himself before Jesus. 
 

Why did the other nine not return to give thanks? We are not told. Perhaps they were 
too busy celebrating their good fortune.  Perhaps they didn’t think Jesus was the 
cause of their healing.  Perhaps, like us, they became too busy with other stuff. An 
attitude of spiritual gratitude leads us to see and believe that all good things come 
from the loving hands of God. A lack of this spiritual quality makes us see blessings 
merely as ‘good fortune.’ 
 

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 

1. Share with the group or person next to you what spoke to you most in the Gospel. 
With this first question, try to refrain from commenting on what others said. Just 
share what spoke to you and then move on to the next person. 
 

2. Our first and third readings are examples of obedience to God’s word that leads 
to healing. What makes it hard or easy for you to be obedient to God’s word, 
especially when it goes against our natural way of looking at things? 
 

3. In the second reading, Paul shares that he is suffering and in chains for proclaiming 
the gospel. Discuss a time that you have suffered (for example, as parents with 
children) or in holding firm to our church’s teachings. What allowed you to stand 
firm? 
 

4. The one leper recognized God’s touch upon his life. The other nine did not. What 
can help us to be more aware of God’s presence in our daily lives? What can hinder 
us from recognizing it? 
 

5. To what extent have you developed the attitude of gratitude?  Why do many 
people tend to see a cup as half empty rather than half full? 
 

6. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we disciples of Jesus need to heed 
and act on. 
 
JOURNALING. Having listened to God’s Word and listened to others’ reflections 
on it, take a quiet moment to reflect on what you are hearing God say to you. Your 
response will be what you bring to Eucharist on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you 
respond as he asks of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
 
 
 



PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how something(s) said in the reading 
might lead us into shared prayer. Suggestion: “Jesus, thank you for all the blessings 
I may take daily for granted: food, shelter, faith, health, friends. Help me to grow an 
attitude of gratitude.” 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Share with the person next to you one way you can act on this week’s readings. 
Suggestions: Work hard on developing an attitude of gratitude. Reach out to 
someone who feels like an outsider. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, PETITION AND 
INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator: What are we grateful for? For what and for whom do we wish to pray? 
Suggestion: Pray for all suffering from chronic illness, that they may be healed. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Father, all powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to give 
you thanks.  You have no need of our praise, yet our desire to thank you is itself your 
gift. Our prayer of thanksgiving adds nothing to your greatness, but makes us grow 
in your grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Mass Preface, Weekday IV) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


