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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 27, 2022 C 

 

Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him 

to help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  God of compassion, we rejoice in your holy Word, Jesus, who again and again offers us 

mercy for our sins and helps us to forgive one another. As we continue our journey to Easter, may heaven 

grant us the courage to change what needs to be changed in our lives and fill us with the joy that comes from 

experiencing you as a God of mercy. This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word: [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes 

sharing how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator reads Focus statement:  All three readings express the homecoming that we experience when we 

repent of sin and allow God to remove our guilt and shame. This Sunday is also called Laetare (“Let us 

rejoice!”) Sunday. A mood of joy in God’s mercy underlies our readings. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today.  As you hear a 

word, you may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the First Reading, the Psalm and the Second Reading, pausing briefly after each one. 

 
FIRST READING:  Joshua 5:9-12 
 

Joshua is Moses’ successor.  He is the one who 

leads the Israelites into the Promised Land. 
 

The reading begins with God saying: “Today I have 

removed the reproach of Egypt from you.”  In 

Egypt, the Israelites were an enslaved people who 

felt totally alienated from God. Those days are 

over.  Also over are the years of journeying through 

the desert where they often rebelled against God 

and only ate manna. 
 

Israel’s entrance into Canaan, the Promised Land, 

is a fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob. God is faithful to his promises 

even when the people rebel against him. 
 

The people celebrate the Passover for the first time 

since leaving Egypt. The Passover celebrates God’s 

mighty deeds in freeing the Israelites from the 

slavery of Egypt. After the Passover celebration, 

the people eat new food signifying that the time of 

“desert dinners” is over. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 34 
 

This psalm of joy celebrates a God who blesses his 

people with good things. 
 

SECOND READING:  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
 

The reading begins with the words: “…Whoever is 

in Christ is a new creation.” The sacrament of 

Baptism brings about in the soul a total 

transformation. All sin is wiped away and we are 

filled with the life of Christ. The daily challenge of 

the Christian life is to let go of old sinful ways and 

live as Christ-filled children of God. Living as a 

‘new creation,’ we would have “the face of love, the 

touch of tenderness, the strength of compassion, the 

vigor of service and the unstoppable force of 

forgiveness” (Alice Camille). 
 

Paul goes on to talk about the reconciling work of 

God achieved through Christ. He uses the concept 

of “replacement sacrifice’ to explain how Christ 

restored humanity to friendship with God. Though 

Christ was innocent, he became a sin offering for 

guilty humanity. Joined to Christ, believers are 

restored to friendship with him. 
 

Having been reconciled with Christ, Paul speaks of 

how he shares in God’s reconciliation work. He 

becomes an agent through whom God works in the 

lives of others. 
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“Christ was made to be sin.” This perplexing 

statement implies that Christ, in becoming man, 

was born in weakened “flesh” and took on our 

sinful humanity so that we might take on his 

righteousness. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:   

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let 

us listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel, 

then all pause to reflect. 
 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, 

let us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying 

to us. Be aware of what draws us in and what part 

of the Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You 

may want to underline or write down the word you 

hear.  
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 

This parable is told as a response to the Pharisees and 

Scribes who were criticizing Jesus for showing 

friendship to sinners. The parable is a call to 

conversion for self-righteous and judgmental people. 
 

Initially, the parable shows that the younger son is a 

big sinner showing no respect for his father. In asking 

for a share of his inheritance, he is wishing his father 

were dead. As Jesus talks about the younger son 

wasting his life, the Pharisees would have felt 

superior thinking that they are nothing like that 

irresponsible sinner.  
 

When the younger son “comes to his senses” and 

decides to come home, the father runs out to meet 

him, embraces him and has a great feast for him. Two 

comments on this part of the story. 
 

• The parable should more aptly be renamed The 

Parable of the Forgiving Father since it is not so 

much about the son and his sin, but rather about 

the father and his mercy. 
 

• The son returning to a feast is symbolic of people 

who return to the Eucharist after being away for 

years. 
 

Jesus’ outreach to the older son and the Pharisees. 

When the older son hears about the celebration for his 

brother, he becomes very angry and lashes out at his 

father: “Look all these years.” The Pharisees would 

have felt very much like this son.  Like him, they too 

have obeyed the rules. Just as the older son resents the 

father for welcoming back the younger son, so too the 

Pharisees would have resented Jesus’ attitude towards 

sinners like the tax collectors and prostitutes. 
 

As the story continues, we see that the older son is 

also a sinner for being incapable of loving his own 

brother and for his refusal to share in his father’s joy. 

As one commentator says: “The older son is lawless 

within the law.” The father loves both sons and goes 

out to meet both of them.  
 

The younger son allows himself to be loved by his 

father and gladly receives his mercy. The older son 

closes his heart to his father. He is so self-righteous 

and judgmental that he cannot see his own sin and 

therefore his need for mercy. 
 

Through this parable, Jesus not only teaches about 

God’s great mercy, but he also hopes to reach the 

hearts of the Pharisees.  If they would open their 

hearts to him, they too would be welcome to sit at 

God’s table. But if they remain self-righteous, 

judgmental and hard-hearted, they will exclude 

themselves from the Kingdom of God. 
 

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 

1. Share with the group or person next to you what 

spoke to you most in the Gospel. With this first question, 

try to refrain from commenting on what others said. Just 

share what spoke to you and then move on to the next 

person. 
 

2. In the first reading, the Israelites experience a 

huge transition moment in their lives. They are 

transformed from being an enslaved and desert 

people to citizens in their own land. What is the 

biggest transition you have had to negotiate in your 

life? What helped you to successfully move 

through that time? 
 

3. A part of being a “new creation” is learning to 

be an “ambassador of reconciliation.” How have 

you been such an ambassador? How can you be a 

minister of reconciliation? 
 

4. Have you ever been like the younger son? What 

transformed you? 
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5. How can we be like the older son in the story?  

What kind of conversion is asked of us? 

 

6. What is the one thing Jesus is saying to us in this 

Sunday’s Gospel about how a disciple should speak 

or act?   
 

JOURNALING: Having listened to God’s word 

and listened to others reflections on it, take a quiet 

moment to reflect on what you are hearing God say 

to you. Your response will be what you bring to 

Eucharist on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you 

respond as He asks of you. When ready, jot down 

your reflections. 
 

PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 

Let us now pause to see how something(s) said in 

the reading might lead us into shared prayer. 

Suggestions: 

     Lord, may we never lose sight of your mercy. 
 

     Lord, may we have the courage to look inside 

and see where conversion is needed in our lives. 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Name one way you can act on today’s readings. 

Suggestions: Is there someone you need to 

welcome back into your life?  If so, pray and work 

to make it happen.  If there is no one, work at being 

an ambassador of Christ for someone who is away 

from the Church. 
 

CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF 

THANKSGIVING, PETITION AND 

INTERCESSION 
 

Facilitator: What are we grateful for?  For what 

and for whom do we wish to pray? Suggestion: 

Especially pray for reconciliation within your 

family and where you know division currently 

dominates. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Loving Lord, when we look at the Cross, we see the 

love of the Father embodied in your saving death 

for our salvation.  Because of your death and 

Resurrection, we are part of a new creation, 

reconciled to the Father. Make us your worthy 

ambassadors, able to embody your merciful love. 

On the lighter side… 
 

The Sunday school teacher asked her 3rd grade 

students: “Who most regretted the return of the 

prodigal son?” After a long pause, Johnny raised 

his hand and said: “The fatted calf.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


