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NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
August 11, 2019 C 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 
us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 
Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 
Opening prayer:  Lord, in your Word today you place before us the faith of Abraham and Sarah.  They placed their 
trust in you when it was difficult to do so.  Help us to also place our trust in you.  May your Holy Spirit breathe on 
us as we share life and share your Word.  This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 
Facilitator: Alertness and vigilance connect the first reading and the Gospel. In the first reading, the author recalls 
Passover night when the Israelites in Egypt await their liberation from slavery.  In the Gospel, Jesus teaches about 
the importance of an alert spirit. He tells his disciples to be like servants who eagerly await their master’s return, 
ready to welcome him with a spirit of fidelity to duty, which should characterize their lives. In the second reading, 
the author recalls the faith of Abraham and Sarah and sees it as an unwavering confidence in God’s promises. 
 
Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 
Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Wisdom 18:6-9 
 
Chapters 11-19 of the Book of Wisdom reflect on the 
Exodus story and its meaning for the people of Israel. 
This reading recalls the night the Israelites are 
liberated and their enemies punished (a reference to 
the plagues which forced Pharaoh to let the Israelites 
go free), an event foreseen by the patriarchs— 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. As the children of Israel 
celebrate their liberation (a reference to the Passover 
meal), the adversaries of Israel are being punished (a 
reference to the tenth plague which killed all first-born 
sons of the Egyptians). 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 33 
 
The just one is exhorted to praise God for his creation. 
The note of elation and expectation connects the psalm 
with the first reading. 
 
SECOND READING:  Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 
 
This Sunday we listen to the first of four readings from 
the book of Hebrews. These verses are an excerpt from 
a larger section which deals with faith, especially 
perseverance in faith. The author defines faith as the 
inner guarantee that God’s promises regarding the 
future will come to pass. Also, faith helps us to believe 
that what is not visible does exist. Only such faith 

pleases God. Abraham and Sarah are presented as 
examples of such faith. Both believed in things not 
seen. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:   
Luke 12:32-48 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel, 
then all pause to reflect. 

 
As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear.  

 
A participant reads the Gospel again, 

then all pause to reflect. 
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 12:32-48 
 
The first four verses of this reading come on the heels 
of the Parable of the Rich Man in which Jesus attacks 
not wealth, but greed. After assuring his “little flock” 
that the kingdom is theirs, he urges them to live like 
citizens of that realm, with simplicity, generosity and 
trust in God. 
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Jesus goes on to give a teaching on watchfulness and 
dutifulness. Watchful and dutiful servants will have a 
place at the heavenly banquet. 
 
In the third part of the Gospel, Jesus responds to 
Peter’s query with a parable that addresses different 
kinds of people charged with responsibility. Jesus 
shows how managers or elders are expected to carry 
out their responsibilities while the master is away. In 
the parable, the first manager is conscientious in the 
care of others, while the second not only neglects his 
duties but is also abusive and self-indulgent. A 
“theology of mitigating circumstances” is thus 
introduced which suggests that culpability is not the 
same for all, that the measure of punishment will 
depend on the individual’s awareness of his actions. 
Ignorance tempers divine judgment. The Gospel ends 
with the saying: “Much will be expected of those to 
whom much has been given.” 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what 
word/s or image/s in the readings caught your 
attention?  Did they comfort or challenge you or touch 
you in some way?  
 
The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. How would you define faith?  Who is the most 
faith-filled person you know?  Why? 
 
3. The Gospel, among other things, speaks about 
responsible leadership. What are some essential 
ingredients of responsible leadership?  What one thing 
could/would make you or any of us a better leader? 
 
4. “Those to whom much has been given, much will 
be expected.” How does this saying speak to us as a 
nation, as a parish, and personally? 
 
5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
JOURNALING.  Having listened to God’s Word and 
listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet 
moment to reflect on what you are hearing God say to 
you. Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist 
on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 
of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestions: Allow your faith 
to lead you to reach out to someone in need. Spend 
some time reflecting on the extent and quality of your 
stewardship. To what extent do you see all that you 
have as a gift from God? What might you presently 
possess that others may need (skill, knowledge, 
encouragement, material resources, etc.)? 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how 
something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 
shared prayer. Suggestion:  Jesus, please help me to be 
more vigilant in making every action of my day a 
preparation for the manifestation of your presence. 
Please help me to let you lead in all I think, say and 
do. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator:  Let us now conclude with prayers of 
thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are we 
grateful for?  For what and for whom do we wish to 
pray? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 
Prayer of Pope Clement XI 

 
Lord, I believe in you: increase my faith. 

I trust in you: strengthen my trust. 
I love you: let me love you more and more. 
I am sorry for my sins: deepen my sorrow. 

I worship you as my first beginning. 
I long for you as my last end. 

I praise you as my constant helper. 
And I call you as my loving protector. 

I want to do what you ask of me, 
in the way you ask, for as long as you ask, 

because you ask it. 
Let me love you, Lord, as my God, 

and see myself as I really am: a pilgrim in this world; 
a Christian called to respect and love 

all those lives I touch. 
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