
MINUTES OF CHRIST THE KING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

November 15, 2016 

   
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING PRAYER:  President Jim Dowd called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM and Father 
Bob offered the opening prayer. All other elected and appointed members were present including: Adriane Kadera, 
Alex Lefort, Patti Lund, Kathy Mensel, Miriam Velasco, Cherri and Fred Delgado, Annette Mitchem, Donna Rish, 
Christopher Nowak, and Fidel Zebadua. Jim Dowd introduced Matt Boucher, co-Vice President of the Newman Club 
who was in attendance. He also announced that there is a special 10:00 AM Thanksgiving mass planned, and there 
 will be no 8:00 AM service that day. 
 
2.  PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES October 18, 2016: A motion to approve the minutes as written from the October 
meeting was called for. The motion was made, with one small spelling correction requested, by Adriane Kadera and 
seconded by Cherri Delgado. The motion was approved unanimously, with the requested correction.  
 
3.  Year of Mercy: Father Rick said December 9th from 6-8:00 PM there will be an Advent Penance Service centered 
around Spiritual Works of Mercy. It will be a service with examination of conscience. Fr. Bob asked that a priest from St. 
George be invited to participate. More confessions will be offered during Adoration on 11/16 
 
4.  Blue Sky Solar Status: Father Bob said that Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) has reopened their grant process where 

they pay up to 100% of cost. We were re-contacted by Synergy and they recommended that we apply again. Part of the 

grant proposal must be a letter that states the PC supports the application for a grant for solar.  Fr. Bob discussed the 

details of applying for the grant and the need for a committee. Adriane Kadera, Mark Lefort, Chris Nowak, Don 

Vannatta and Joe Buckley were appointed to this committee. All of them bring special skills to this planning process. 

Father Bob then distributed copies of the committee’s proposal. (A copy of the proposed Project Budget is attached. 

For a copy of the full application and proposal email Laura McAneney.) He said, “This most recent draft presented here 

is outlined on page 1 and 2. Page 3 addresses the project for the church. The project proposed is a $200,000 project 

that will cost the church only about $10,000. Part of the program requires us to buy blocks of solar from RMP through 

their Blue Sky Project (BSP).”  

 

Chris Nowak spoke to other churches who had taken part in the grant program and learned valuable information. He 

said, “We will get about 75% overall usage from the 190 to 200 panels on our roof and 25% traditional power expense. 

St. Joseph the worker is seeing a savings but not as much as expected. They were on 60/40 grant and had to cut costs 

so they went with lesser quality products. St. Margarite in Tooele is not finished yet. They expressed some frustration 

with the installers but it didn’t sound like they had researched the project very well. The system will create more 

energy in the summer – more that we are using - and it will be rolled back into the power grid and we will get credit for 

that. It should greatly decrease our bill. With the roof and insurance, we found that possible leaks and damages will be 

covered by insurance. Mounted flat on the roof the panels can withstand up to 150 miles per hour winds. The panels 

won’t penetrate the roof membrane. The panels will only be on the flat part of the roof so they will be not be 

noticeable. No panels will go on the actual church part of the building. If the roof needs to be replaced (as is possible in 

7 to 10 years) then the solar system would have to be removed. However, there will be a membrane installed on 

current roof which will extend the life of the current roof.” Regarding snow, Jim Dowd asked if the solar panels would 

help the snow melt faster. Chris said yes and this makes snow a non-issue. He said, “Synergy will buy an extended 

warranty as part of the $200K project. Joe and Don and Chris have looked at the actual panels and product life 

expectancy of this manufacturer and worked with Chris at Synergy to make sure we are getting a high-quality product 

for our project.  Chris said we will use a top-of-the-line inverter that is widely used. It takes the DC power from the 

panels and changes it to AC power. We will have 3 of these, and where they interface with the panels they will 

penetrate the roof and go into the electrical room. The entire system can be monitored and shared on the web page. 

Part of the BSP program says we must make this information available to everyone for inspection and consideration so 

other churches and businesses can gather information for possible participation in a solar project.  We will be getting 
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the top of the line panels and product so that we can get the most savings possible. Warranty covers any type of 

damage caused by weather. That’s a huge benefit.”  

 

Donna Rish asked how did they decide how many panels.  Chris Nowak said they used the CAD drafting blueprints of 

building and figured how many panels were possible. More panels are better because the more panels, the better the 

savings. We will completely cover the flat part of the roof and get the maximum benefit. Adriane Kadera said that Cedar 

City Fire Department is part of the BSP program. Mark Lefort said, “We just got a proposal for our home at 75% is a 

standard and a good rule of thumb.”  Fr. Rick asked if the power is direct. Chris said no, that’s why we will have the 

special inverters on our roof that will drop the power into our fuse box. During the daytime, our energy will be solar 

generated. Adriane explained the difference between the RMP Schedule 6 and Schedule 6A. Churches will benefit by 

changing to 6A because of a peak usage in the evenings and weekends. 7 AM to 11 PM, Monday through Friday is 

normally peak usage time.  After 11 PM and on weekends is off-peak time when energy is cheaper. Adriane said we 

need to analyze when our peak usages are. Due to warm weather this year, we haven’t really gotten a good picture.  

 

Mark Lefort analyzed the possibility of going to 6A. His analysis only showed a few thousand dollars of savings over the 

year. It would cover a small amount of our gap. Solar would be a game changer. Our savings by doing both 6A and the 

solar program would be a ton of money. During peak rates time (M-F, 7 – 11) we will be using our solar system so we 

would only pay those peak prices for evening events or on a rainy day. Our costs overall for a year should drop 

considerably. Nancy Lefort asked, “Can you switch back to Schedule 6 from Schedule 6A?”  Adriane said we probably 

could. Part of the change 6A requires a new meter for a monthly surcharge. There is little risk of going to 6A, just the 

expense of the new meter. Fr. Rick said the price of peak times during the week is 3 times more on schedule 6A than on 

schedule 6. Mark said there is a demand charge we are paying right now from May to September of $15 kilowatt hour.  

August was $1800 with $ 900 demand charge. On Schedule 6A the demand charge is $0. RMP has asked for a rate hike 

for the demand charge for households. Jim asked how cloudy days would affect the system. Adriane and Chris spoke of 

a string inverter. Chris said a string inverter is like a string of water sprinklers. Eventually the ones on the end have less 

strength. With a line of solar panels – up to 8 strings will go to one inverter. We will have 8 or 9 strings so we will need 

3 inverters. We won’t be making 100% possible power at all times. Rain, clouds and snow will have always have an 

effect.  

 
Donna asked Mark if any of the proposed costs would change? Adriane said, “It’s definitely going to be an experiment 
based on our best projections. Overall cost will be locked in once approved. If we get the grant we have to immediately 
go into business with RMP and buy blocks in Blue Sky Project and give RMP regular updates. Grants will be awarded 
based on many factors – one being education. We must create signage and advertising and make the project available 
for others to study as they decide on a system for themselves. We are putting our best effort into getting the grant.” 
Mark and Adriane agreed that if we don’t get the grant we should definitely consider Schedule 6A. Mark said we are 
already on timers and trying to use AC only during peak times. Jim thanked the committee members for all the time 
already put in. Fred asked if it was a “done deal.” Cherri asked, “If we apply for it and get it we are committed?” Father 
Bob said, “That’s what we must decide here tonight.”  

 
Mark Lefort said, “I would feel comfortable saying that with the system and 6A will have only a 2 year pay back on our 
expenses.” Jim said, “It sound like the committee is all for the grant proposal.? Adriane said, “We will find out in 
February if we get it. It won’t be immediately awarded, but we should know by February if we are going to be awarded 
the grant.”  Father Bob agreed with Adriane that we have a good chance of getting it because of the size of our project. 
We would have to become a model for RMP and educate our community and the larger community. It is our 
responsibility to teach our neighbors that it is up to us to reduce our carbon footprint according to Pope Francis, and 
this would be a great step in that direction. Fred asked, “Do we have to have approval from the diocese?” Fr. Bob said, 
“No. Last year we were completely new to this whole idea. Chris from Synergy told us they had never had a parish go 
through it so thoroughly. It’s to our benefit to have the project done the very best way possible. Working with Chris and 
Synergy, the project would take a few months. We will get a timeline established, but will be at the mercy of the 
installers and manufacturers. Our church was well built so we should have fewer problems than other churches have 
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had.” Adriane added, “Solar does add value to your property. It is a new thing – but it does add value. The CCNR’s for 
Mesa Hills do not allow for solar panels in this neighborhood, but some neighbors have chosen to put them up anyway. 
We should not have a problem because we are not residential, but the esthetics of planned design would make Mesa 
Hills happy. You really won’t see them at all.” Father Bob asked first for a “straw poll vote” from everyone before the 
formal vote from elected members. He asked if everyone present, “Raise your hand if you think we should go forward.” 
All hands raised. Adriane made a motion to move forward with the grant proposal. Patty Lund seconded the motion. 
There was a unanimous vote among the elected members to move forward with the proposal as planned. Fr. Bob will 
draft the required letter from Parish Council for Jim and Annette to sign.  
 
5.  Ministry Fair Alternative:  Our first effort in this new approach to Stewardship and ministries was a request went 

out for current Eucharistic ministers and there was a good turnout. Sister Yvonne, Jim and Adriane all agreed that it was 

a good training. Annette felt it was well presented and it was all made very clear and understandable. Cherri was 

unable to attend but she followed the new changes. Those who attended training could be called leads – to make sure 

everyone is there and remember and all positions are filled. This Saturday there will be a training for all new ministers. 

Adriane asked some questions regarding the details about training and logistics. These items were discussed and 

clarified. Father Bob asked, “Do you think this will work for our new approach to Stewardship?” Everyone felt it would 

and that those scheduling and organizing could be the new Stewardship Council. Needs for ministries will have to be 

scheduled, so all requests will go through Father Bob until a new Stewardship Council is established.  

 

6.  Posting of the PC minutes on the website: Annette Mitchem met with Nancy Lefort and Kathy Fazio and they 

received some website training. November will be posted on their designated pages on the website. Kathy posted some 

CWC items, but the picture are not there yet. Father Bob has the PC group picture that is on phone and will send it to 

Annette for posting on the website. Nancy Lefort asked that everyone please check out the website and give 

constructive feedback. Bailey Torrones has done a nice job for Newman Club. Annette said the recent CWC Craft Show 

and wine and cheese events should be posted. 

 
7. Media Center Improvements: Donna Rish reported: Our appointed group met (see list last of members in last 

month’s minutes) and a lot was discussed. (Report to follow from Dona). The space will need to be used for overflow 

classroom space and retreats starting next year so it needs to be all purpose. Phases are proposed for submission to the 

Financial Committee starting with replacing the tables and chairs to something more lightweight and easier to 

rearrange. The chapel will remain with a closet added for storage of some of the tables. The kitchen space could 

possibly use another stove, and we discussed replacing the refrigerator with one larger, industrial one. The cupboards 

need to be replaced. Four phases are planned.  We also discussed a wall-mounted TV. Any unneeded items will be sold 

at the Thrift Store to help fund the changes. The final phase would be flooring and paint. The chapel will stay, but the 

couch will be replaced by a closet. Alex Lefort said the HS classes had groups in the chapel and have met in there and 

used the couch, but the couch will probably be sold. Extra chairs and tables can be stored in the proposed closet. The 

idea is to accommodate all groups using the space. Fr. Bob asked, “What about the commercial stove in storage?” 

Donna said, “Yes this was discussed. It may be too big for the space, in which case it will be sold and an appropriate 

sized one purchased. A change of name for the space is recommended. Father Bob agreed that it is no longer the 

“Media Center”, but more of a “Multi-Purpose” room. 
 
8. Final Topics: Nancy Lefort asked that #12 on the Agenda – Rediscovering Jesus with the help of Dynamic Catholic - be 

addressed briefly. She said we had our book discussions last year and they say to see growth you must do this 3 years in 

a row. Last year we accidentally got 500 copies of the wrong book at no cost, and we would like to give this book out 

this year and conduct a parish-wide study of the book. Alex Lefort said it would actually be good for the season of Lent. 

It’s a daily reflection thing during Lent starting with Ash Wed. Bi-weekly meetings could be planned, or a 40-day 

reflection so it is really designed for Lent. People may be more open to in during Lent.  Adriane agreed that parishioners 

would be less distracted than at the holidays. This item will be addressed again for the season of Lent.  

Kathy Mensel asked about Father Bob’s planned bible study and he said it would take place in January. 
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Jim Dowd announced that a Carmelite Friar, Father Donald, will be coming on February 12, 2017. He and Kathy Mensel 

will make their first promises in a secondary ceremony. Father Rick said it might be good to teach the parish more 

about the Carmelite Ministry by presenting it in the bulletin. Here is a brief description from Jim Dowd: 
 

The Carmelite Order began in the Holy Lands during the Crusades when some men remained after fighting and became hermits on 
Mt. Carmel. They were later given a Rule of Life that was written by St. Albert of Jerusalem and the Order, after relocating to Europe 
after it was forced off Mt. Carmel due to further warfare, was recognized by the Vatican as a Holy Order.  The Carmelite Order grew 
and spread throughout Europe and in the late 1400s was reformed by the great St. Teresa of Avila, who began what is known as the 
Order of Discalced Carmelites (OCD). The Carmelite Order is divided into three branches all of which center their lives on 
contemplation and prayer. The three branches are: 
 
      1)     Friars:  Priests and brothers who live in community and provide the Order with the Sacraments and 
               education. 
      2)      Nuns who live a cloistered life behind walls; their life is one of prayer and community. 
     
      3)    Seculars:   A secular Carmelite is a practicing member of the Catholic Church, married or unmarried, who, under   
              the protection of Our Lady of Mount Carmel ad inspired by St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross, makes a   
              lifetime commitment to the Order to seek the face of God in prayer and to work for the good of the Church and 
              the needs of the world.  Each member of the Order, including Seculars, is called to an interior life of prayer,  
              silence and solitude by which to model the Virgin Mary. 
 
The Order’s Charism, or call, is “to know God and to love God, and to make God loved and known.”   This is attempted through a life 
of unceasing prayer, modeling Mary, and studying the great Carmelite Saints.  Seculars are required to attend meetings, participate in 
retreats (both educational and silent), pray the Liturgy of the Hours (morning, evening and night prayer), and retire into silent prayer for 
at least a half hour every day. The vocation to the Teresian Carmel is a commitment to “live a life of allegiance to Jesus Christ,” 
“pondering the Lord’s law, day and night, and keeping watch in prayer.”  Faithful to the principle of the Rule, St. Teresa placed prayer 
as the foundation and basic exercise of her 
religious family.  For this reason, Secular Carmelites are called to strive to make prayer penetrate their whole existence, in order to 
walk in the presence of the living God, through the constant exercise of faith, hope and love, in such a way that the whole of their life 
is a prayer, a search for union with God.  The goal will be to achieve the integration of the experience of God with the experience of 
life, to be contemplatives in prayer and the fulfillment of our mission. 
We are to live the gift of faith in a communion of love with the Church, in the spirit of obedience to the Vicar of Christ and the 
Magisterium, and placing our lives at the service of the Kingdom. 
 
Christ has no body but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
Christ has no body now but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
compassion on this world. 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 
 
We are His body in this world. St. Teresa gave us these words about 450 years ago.  She didn’t tell us to follow Jesus.  She didn’t tell 
us to be like Jesus.  She didn’t tell us to be good Christians.  She said to us and to the world, “We 
are Jesus.”  The world experiences Christ through us, His Church.  It is our responsibility, or privilege, to live Jesus’ great 
commandment, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 
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9.  Committee Report for November:  Reports this month were submitted without discussion due to the length of the 
solar power discussion. Comments and questions postponed until the next meeting. Additional Agenda Items were also 
postponed until the January meeting. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE/ ORGANIZATION REPORTS 
 

A. Newman Club: No report submitted.  
 

B. Catholic Women’s Council: Kathy Fazio reported: RECENT ACTIVITIES: Fri-Sat, 10/21-22:  CWC Craft Sale  
thanks to Charlotte Sommers & Sally Pope for organizing this successful fundraiser. Sat, 10/29:  All Souls Display was set 
up in Gathering Space, remembering all parishioners who died this past year.  Display will remain there thru the month 
of November. Thanks to Mary Austin & Jenni Fazio for setting it up. Tues, 11/1:  Monthly CWC meeting with guest 
speaker Peggy Green, Director of Iron County Care & Share.  Peggy presented lots of valuable information about Care & 
Share. Tues, 11/8:  Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 am, Newman Center. Fri, 11/11:  Annual Wine Tasting with wines from 
our local Iron Gate Winery, and delicious appetizers prepared by our own Sally Pope & Charlotte Sommers. Thanks to 
the parish for supporting this fun event. Starting 11/1, tickets for a beautiful queen-size quilt are being sold.  Proceeds 
to benefit St. Martha’s Baby Project.  Drawing will be at the annual Christmas Party at Rusty’s on Sun, Dec. 11th.  
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES: Sat/Sun, 12/3 & 12/4:  Encore craft sale after weekend Masses. Tues, 12/6:  Monthly CWC 
meeting.  White elephant gift exchange, and crazy sock contest.  Sun, 12/11:  CWC will host a cookies & punch 
reception after the Religious Education Christmas Program. Sun, 12/11:  Annual Christmas party at Rusty’s, hosted by 
the CWC.  No-host bar & social 5:00 pm; dinner at 5:30. A lower-priced menu has been negotiated with Rusty’s 
manager.  $20, with choice of 6-oz prime rib, ½ chicken, or cob with lobster bisque.  Contact Chris Halen for 
reservations – 435.559.0112 
    

C. Knights of Columbus: Harry Polland reported: New Applicants: We have 2 new applicants.  Ethan Doodlinger of 
Kanab / Elijah Villerreal of Cedar City.    Both were approved by the council.  We have a new application from David 
Webb of New Harmony.  Harry Polland will contact him.   We also have a new transfer, J. J. Price from Price, Utah.  
Welcome to all.  Grand Knight’s Report:  Upcoming State Conferences:   Mid-Year meeting January 6-7, 2017 Our Lady 
of Lourdes, Manga, Utah.  Organizational Conference June 24th, 2017 in St. Joseph the Worker, W. Jordan, Utah.  
Correspondent: Kay Sheehan contributed an additional $500 to our endowment fund earlier this year. We need to send 
her a thank you letter.  Also, we received the following items:  Thank you notes from the Care & Share Golfing 
fundraiser, Frank Wehner, Family Support Center and Sr. Yvonne. Utah State Directory:  We received two copies, and 
one copy will be with Harry Polland and the other with Mike Villerreal. Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity #1728:  
Please make sure you give Mike Villerral a note or send him an e-mail (to mavkoc.gmail.com) with a summary of your 
volunteer hours and contributions for 2016. Our report is due at the end of the year. Visitor: We have the pleasure of 
Gene Trombetti being here tonight.  Gene is our K of C Insurance representative.  Also, George D’Apuzzo, our district 
deputy was in attendance. Just a note about space:  The middle shelf in the storage room at the end is to be reserved 
for temporary use only.  We had fair things there that have been moved to the floor and we need to reshelf them 
elsewhere. Note: We need to return the cotton candy machine to Joyce in Parowan along with related supplies. 
Chaplain’s Report: Thanksgiving Day Mass will be at 10:00AM.  Please attend.  Food will be collected on the 19th and 
20th, please be generous. (The Knights will donate 3 - $50.00 gift cards from Lin’s Grocery and the clergy will distribute 
these and let us know whom they went to). Treasurer’s Report:  Currently $14,282.25 in the account.  We have a 
couple of outstanding bills, Supreme dues and some reimbursements.  P. J. Goodman, our current Treasurer, plans to 
step down in June and we need someone to replace him.  If you would like the job, please let us know at your earliest 
convenience.  Old Business: We are going to hold an admission ceremony in Kanab on November 13th.  Please sign up 
if you can attend in support of the Kanab roundtable. We will meet at the church at 7:00 AM and leave for St. 
Christopher’s at 7:15. The ceremony will be held after the 9:00 AM Mass.  Please sign up on the sheet being circulated, 
if you can attend.  Those volunteering so far are Sam Kravetz, Bill Lund, Mike Villarreal and his son Elijah, and Harry 
Polland. Update on the Coats for Kids Drive:  Sam indicated that we have a total of 84 coats to date and the first pick 
up of donation cans will take place on November 9th.  Great job.  New Business: Sr. Yvonne has a birthday coming up 
this June, which will be her 80th.  What can we do to help make this a great event?  We decided to hold a birthday 
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dinner in her honor.  As her birthday, will be on June 28th; we can hold the event on either June 26th or July 3rd, 2017.  
It will depend on her schedule and that of our clergy.  We have invited the CWC to participate and once Sam 
determines the seating capacity of Rusty’s restaurant and we have a head count for CWC and the Knights, we will invite 
members of Parish to attend.  Everyone will pay for their own meals, except for our Clergy and Sr. Yvonne, who will be 
covered by the council. Altar Server Certificates:  We have 34 Alter Server Certificates ready.  I have purchased the gift 
cards from WalMart and will contact Fr. Rick and Deacon Denny to find out when they will be distributed. Knights 
Representative to Parish Council:  We needed to elect a representative to attend the Parish Council meetings.  Gabriel 
Flamenco was offered the position and accepted. Chili dinner for the Newman Club:  We need to hold a dinner for the 
Newman Club.  I spoke with Sr. Yvonne and she suggested either January 18th or January 25th.  She will let us know 
which date is best after checking with the Newman Club. Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army:  The Salvation Army has 
requested our help with bell ringing (see sign-up sheet in circulation).  Due to the weather, I requested that we be 
allowed to be inside the doors.  Unfortunately, that is against Walmart policy and therefore we will be outside again 
this year.  If you would like to participate be sure to sign up.   Fr. Bob suggested we change the shifts from 2 hours to 1. 
Blood Drive: Rudy Salazar indicated that there will be a blood drive at the Church on December 13, 2016.  We will send 
out the hours, once we have them. Our Lady of Guadalupe Fiesta: Gabriel let us know the Mass will be at 6:00 PM on 
December 12, 2016 and the dinner will be directly after that.   The Hispanic community is requesting that the Assembly 
provide an honor guard, in full regalia for the Mass and that the council donate a cake for the dinner.  Everyone is 
invited to attend. Highway Cleanup: Sam said it is time to do our Fall highway clean up.  We will meet at the church on 
Saturday November 19th at 9:30AM.  Please come and assist. Tin Can Sales:  Sam reported that last week he completed 
the last aluminum can pick up and sale for this year.  Year to date, he has raised a total of $240 that was contributed to 
the Church. Sio Leilua: Sio announced that he is taking retirement and will be relocating to Southern California at the 
end of this month.  He will be greatly missed by our council and parish.  We wish him all the best. He also contributed 
about a dozen new blankets to the Coats for Kids Drive, which will be put to good use.  Many thanks Sio. District 
Deputy Report:  George D’Apuzzo reported that last week the State Deputy was down to attend the Knights Mass held 
on Saturday night. He presented the St. George council with their 25-year certificate and their Star Council Award.  The 
council receive two new applications for membership from that event and Sunday they held a fallen Knights Memorial 
Mass and received interest from another 2 potential recruits. 
    

D. Youth Ministry: Father Rick reported: We are studying the Gospel of Matthew each Thursday with about 12-16 
in attendance. On Thursday, October 27th we had a social evening with dinner, Adoration and presentation/discussion 
on ‘wilderness’ as biblical theme and as a geographical value.  In November, we will not have a social night because of 
Thanksgiving. 

 
E. Religious Education: Nancy Lefort reported: Religious Education News: The Salvation History confirmation 

retreat held on Saturday, October 29 was a success.  Hopefully you had a chance to look at the murals that were 
created by the confirmation students. Confirmation service project – Operation Christmas Child is completed.  $1141.16 
was donated in addition to all of the physical items that were donated.  This enabled us to pack and ship 95 physical 
boxes and 3 online boxes for a grand total of 98 boxes.  Last year we packed 130 smaller boxes.  This year we asked for 
donations of actual shoe boxes, which are significantly larger than the standard Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes.  
Going forward, our goal will not be to continue to pack more boxes, but rather to pack around 100 boxes – utilizing as 
many actual shoe boxes as we can as a way to recycle shoeboxes.  This makes the project manageable for the 
confirmation team and students.  Thank-you messages will be sent out to our parish community over the next week or 
two.  We continue to prepare for a Christmas Program to be held Sunday, December 11 at 3:00 PM.  Jennifer Street and 
Gosia Carlson are leading this effort along with a team of volunteers.  Please plan to attend.  The program will be about 
30-40 minutes long.  Everyone is invited!!  You can go to it and then attend the CWC dinner at Rusty’s!!! A Wednesday 
evening class started on November 9 for our Grade 4-6 Holy Communion students. This class will continue through the 
end of January.  It meets in room 114 from 7:00 to 8:15. The projector that was purchased by the CWC for the use of 
parish organizations has been used all but 1 Sunday since it has been made available to the teachers!  Thank you so 
much!!  If any group wishes to use it, there is a sign out binder in the Religious Education Office.  
Upcoming Projects/Events: Christmas Program – Sunday, December 11 at 3:00 PM.  
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Sacrament of Reconciliation –  Sunday, January 29, 2017 between masses. Concerns: We are in need of more adults 
willing to be substitute teachers.  So far, we have squeaked by when a sub is needed. 
   
 OTHER PARISH REPORTS: 

A. Hispanic Community: Father Rick reported: We continue to study A Well Built Faith.  On Wednesday, we are 
having a Spanish Mass at 7:00 PM with the sacrament of healing. 

B. Thrift Shoppe: Pat Sproul reported: Work on the expansion of the Clothing Department is near completion! The 
workers are very happy with the results. We thank Joe Didier for his excellent work and assistance in the making 
important decisions. The work-flow has been greatly improved. A number of workers have taken on new 
responsibilities and/or changed departments. We are very proud of ALL of our volunteers for their tremendous 
dedication and assistance in making the store such a success. Thank you for everything that you do!!! There have been 
a number of changes in our staffing in the past two months. We are happy to have Jim Gannon as a permanent worker 
in the garage and his son James as a “where needed” volunteer. In addition, we have a number of new workers: Fran 
Warren & Jeanne Bayless will be working in the Clothing Department; Jan Eldredge is scheduled to be a cashier, Jenna 
Bradfield (SUU student) will be processing shoes and Dee Whitten responded to the request to prepare plush animals 
for sale. All of them have come to the store at a time when there was a great need. We were pleased to have Christine 
Valletta working with us but she had to resign due to heavy work load at her business. Thank you Christine! [Please, if I 
ever forget, and that is possible, to acknowledge a new or retiring worker do let me know.] Donations and income have 
remained steady.  
 
      C.    Finance: Mark Lefort reported: I would like to provide you a brief update today, letting you know where we 
stood as of the close of the last fiscal year and highlighting some key areas of focus for the current year. On June 30th, 
at the close of the last fiscal year, our expenses exceeded our income for the parish by approximately $3,000.  Although 
this amount represents only about 1% of our overall budget, when combined with overruns from previous years, it has 
had enough of an impact that we were obliged this month to move money from our savings account to our checking 
account, to ensure there were adequate funds available. Most of the additional expense we saw last year came in the 
form of higher utility expenses, specifically electricity for the church.  As we move into this year, we are looking at 
potential projects that may help offset the cost of electricity in the future. These include introducing LED lighting into 
our offices and classrooms, as well as researching the viability of a solar project for the church. In the past few years, I 
have talked with you about the fact that our collections income has been under budget and lower than previous years.  
I am very glad to share with you that as of the end of the last fiscal year, this trend has been reversed and our year over 
year income was UP by about 1.5%.  As I have said many times before, THANK YOU, for your generous contributions. 
The trend of higher collections income has continued through the first quarter of the current fiscal year.  In fact, 
between July and September of this year our collections income was up almost 14%. This is outstanding news because 
our expenses for the current fiscal year will be higher than in past years.  As I mentioned last year, our church and thrift 
store have historically been staffed solely with volunteers. Justice dictated that we begin to pay some of the key church 
and thrift store positions, so that the people in these positions could receive a salary commensurate with their 
responsibilities. As it stands today, we are primarily using Thrift store profits to pay these salaries.  However, if through 
your generosity, our collections income continues to be received at the higher levels we have seen through the first 
quarter, we may soon be able to return to the point where all the church expenses are covered through collection 
income, and all of the thrift store proceeds go directly to the building fund. 
 
10.  PASTOR’S REPORT: Reflections from Father Bob for the Parish postponed until the next meeting. 

 

11. A View from the Pew: Postponed until the next meeting. 

 
12.  CLOSING PRAYER AND ADJOURNMENT:  Jim reminded everyone of the next meeting on January 17, 2017. There is 
no meeting in December. He asked Father Rick to offer the closing prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 PM. 
 

Next meeting:  Tuesday, January 17, 2017 at 7:00 PM in the classrooms. 


