
Bible Study 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence and ask you to send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer. May we 

come to know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Would you say your personality is more that of a rule-follower or that of a free spirit? 

2. On a scale of 1-10, how strong would you rate your commitment to discipleship? Explain your choice. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: 1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21 

A previous section of this book told of the time that Elijah proved the pagan prophets of Baal to be fakes and 

then killed 450 of them. They were a cult that enjoyed royal favor! Oops! With the king and queen of Israel 

vowing to get revenge by killing him, Elijah fled to the southern kingdom of Judah. He prayed to God that he 

might just die and be finished with this difficult life as a prophet. God sent him a helper instead, Elisha, who 

proved to be as unswervingly dedicated to God as Elijah was.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What does “plowing with 12 yoke of oxen” (not one or two) tell us about Elisha’s family? 

2. Would becoming a prophet have been a significant sacrifice for him? How did he react to the invitation? 

3. What was the symbolism of Elijah’s throwing his cloak onto Elisha’s back? (It may remind you of a similar 

expression that we sometimes use, referring to the feet.) 

4. Elisha, then, destroyed the tools of his former occupation; does everyone’s response to God’s call to follow 

him have to be that irrevocable? Why or why not? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-18 

Most of the Galatian converts to Christianity were not of Jewish background; they were former pagans who had 

practiced worship to a number of gods and cults. Some missionaries wanted them to adopt all the observances of 

the Jewish faith in addition to those of Christian believers in Jesus. Others claimed that those who had received 

the Holy Spirit were free from the Old Testament’s covenant law and could do whatever they wished, as long as 

they meant well. Sound familiar? In this part of the letter to the Galatians, Saint Paul argued against both claims. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What does Saint Paul seem to mean by “the yoke of slavery”? 

2. What does he mean by “opportunity for the flesh”? 

3. In what sense have some of the converts simply traded an old “slavery” for a new one? 

4. What is the difference between following the Commandments and rules of the Church in order to not 

commit a sin versus obeying those laws out of love for God, whose Spirit leads us to do so? 

5. Do you think it is possible to allow the Spirit to direct one’s life and thereby never to commit any sins? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 9:51-62 

Up to this point, Saint Luke’s Gospel has shown Jesus ministering exclusively in Galilee, which was in the 

northern part of the country, considered to be “the sticks” because it was so far from Jerusalem. Now Jesus 

heads south to conclude his life where the story began in Luke’s Gospel, in Jerusalem. These will be the most 

difficult weeks of his disciple’s lives. Jesus advises them about how completely dedicated a disciple must be. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Is there a phrase in this reading that you find a bit confusing or difficult to understand? 

2. Explain what Jesus was teaching about God by not destroying the Samaritan village that would not welcome 

him and his disciples? 

3. How did Jesus reply to the person who wanted to be a disciple, but also wanted to retain some of the more 

comfortable aspects of his former lifestyle? 

4. What was the meaning of Jesus’ answer to the person who wanted to be a disciple, but not until after he had 

finished caring for his elderly parents? 



5. Explain Jesus’ answer to the spontaneous person who got caught up in the excitement of being near the 

great preacher/miracle-worker and wanted to celebrate with his friends and family before leaving with him?  

6. Was Jesus telling any of these 3 people that they were not good enough to be his followers? Is that 

important? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Which of the 3 anonymous persons in the Gospel reading is most like you? Explain. 

2. Do you find the various commandments, rules, and precepts of being a Catholic Christian to be more like 

enslavement or do you find them to be things that free you somehow? Please comment. 

3. Obviously, Jesus does not want us to turn our backs on our loved ones once we have committed our lives to 

him more deeply. How, then, are we to relate to them?  

4. What do these readings tell us about priorities? 

5. What is the danger of our trying to set conditions or limitations on our commitment to the faith? 

6. Do you believe that God calls each person to one and only one path of life? What happens, then, if one 

happens to choose a different path at some point? Can you tell about a choice you made and God’s 

faithfulness even though He might have preferred a different choice? 

7. Is there some aspect of your life in which you sense that Jesus is inviting you to a deeper kind of 

relationship? What would have to change in order to go there? 
 

Closing Prayer   

Loving and generous God, you call all your children to walk in the light of Christ. Some days we can’t even 

understand what that means. Some days the darkness around us threatens to block out that light completely. Free 

us from darkness and keep us in the radiance of your truth. Help us to serve you faithfully and to bring your love 

to the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Master and Savior. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 


