
Bible Study 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence and ask you to send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer. May we 

come to know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. What is your favorite name for addressing God? Have you thought about why it appeals to you more than 

some of the other titles for God? 

2. Prayer is one of the themes in today’s readings; talk about the purpose of prayer – for you and in general. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32 

We are told that prayer does not change God’s mind; it changes our hearts. Prayer reminds us anew that we are 

reliant on God for all that we need and that God sees a much bigger picture than we do. This fable-like story 

about Abraham and God makes several strong points. Who knows? Perhaps God is open-minded about some 

things and simply waits for us to ask. Pray persistently; God welcomes our prayers of intercession. We are his 

adopted sons and daughters; family speaks to family from the heart.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. At what point in this story did you begin to wonder how long the bargaining would go on? 

2. Would you say that Abraham’s attitude in this story is closer to humility or to arrogance? Explain. 

3. Do you think that God sometimes changes His mind because of our prayers? Please comment. 

4. In what way are Abraham’s actions similar to the role of a priest or minister among us? 

5. What can we learn about God’s mercy from this story? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Colossians 2:12-14 

This reading has no thematic connection to the First Reading and the Gospel. It is a continuation of our weekly 

series of readings from Saint Paul’s letter to the Church at Colossae. Notice his emphasis on the community 

nature of Baptism. In Baptism we do not die alone, nor do we rise alone. Neither do we live alone afterward. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. According to verse 13, how did we personally benefit from Jesus’ resurrection from death? 

2. In what way does that – or should that – affect how we live? 

3. The Greek word that is translated here as “bond” or “record of debt” has the meaning of “a piece of paper on 

which a debt is written,” sort of like an IOU. Apply that bit of insight to verse 14. 

4. Saying the Colossians had been “dead in transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh” means that 

before conversion they could not claim salvation by being members of the ______ faith nor by being sinless. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 11:1-13 

The petitions that comprise the Lord’s Prayer can all be found in various places in the Old Testament. What was 

new for the disciples was the context into which Jesus set those petitions when he brought them together – into a 

context of intimacy with our “Abba” and also looking forward to the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. What would be your favorite line from this reading? 

2. The Apostles were faithful Jews and therefore already familiar with prayer. What do you think they saw in 

Jesus at prayer that prompted their request to him? 

3. To “hallow” something is to treat it as being holy. How, then, does one hallow God’s name?  

4. How does this reading emphasize the importance of having a personal relationship with the God to whom 

we plead? 

5. If Jesus came to reveal the Kingdom of God to humankind, why would he instruct us to pray for its coming? 

6. In verse 13, what does Jesus mean by calling us “wicked”? 

7. What does Jesus’ parable about the friend teach us about persistence in prayer to God? 

8. What, then, does the example of the “good father” mean? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. “Abba” was Jesus’ favorite word for addressing God the Father. It meant “Father,” but with sentiments of 

intimacy, love, and respect included. Which English names for our male parent would have those same 

feelings? 

2. Do you pray regularly? What does “regularly” mean to you? 

3. Discuss why we need to pray. What difference would it make to God, to ourselves, or to anyone else if we 

did not pray for our needs, but rather just waited and accepted whatever God would send our way? 

4. What is the difference between being persistent in our prayer because we feel we must wear God down in 

order to get what we want, and being persistent in our prayer because we know that God wants what is good 

for us? 

5. How has your prayer life changed since you were a child, a teenager, a young adult, etc. until now? 

6. Which of the following aspects of prayer do you feel you need to work on: humility, boldness, persistence, 

being specific, intimacy, praise, gratitude, confidence, eagerness, maturity, listening to God instead of 

talking most of the time, or praying with a sense of community and the good of others? 
 

Closing Prayer   

Pray the Lord’s Prayer. Decide before you begin whether or not you will conclude with the traditional doxology 

that most Protestants include. (Sign of the Cross) 

 
Note of explanation: 

The doxology “for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever” can be dated to the late-first century 

writing called The Didache. Rhe doxology was an acknowledgement of God’s greatness that was frequently added at the 

end of many prayers. During the Protestant Reformation some accused the Catholic Church of not being faithful enough to 

the Scriptures. In reaction, the Catholic bishops pointed to the teaching of the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew’s Gospel and 

Luke’s Gospel – where there is no doxology included. It became one of the defining characteristics of the Churches for the 

Protestant ones to continue including the doxology and for Catholics to omit it, since it is not included in the Gospel 

account. After the Vatican II Council a slightly reworded doxology was placed back in the Mass following the Lord’s 

Prayer. However, it was separated from the Lord’s Prayer by a short prayer said by the priest, which is called the Embolism 

(“Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from evil; graciously grant peace in our…”) Many Catholics now include the traditional 

doxology when they prayer the Lord’s Prayer outside of Mass, out of the love for God that it expresses and as a sign of 

their hope for reunification of the Christian Church. 


