
Bible Study 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. What does the word “faith” mean to you? And how is it connected to “trust,” if at all? 

2. Tell about a faith-filled person whom you have known. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Wisdom 18:6-9 

Orthodox Jews do not accept as divinely inspired the 7 Greek-written books (or parts of books) which we find 

included in our Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament. Since there was no official list of the books of the Bible 

at the time of Martin Luther, he played it safe and did not include those Greek-written works when he translated 

the Bible into German. For that reason those Greek-written books in the Old Testament are usually not included 

in Protestant Bibles, unless they are added in a separate section called The Apocrypha. Wisdom was written in 

Greek, the academic language of the time, in Alexandria, Egypt, approximately 100 years before the birth of 

Jesus. The anonymous Jewish author’s familiarity with the Hebrew Scriptures is reflected in every chapter. In 

this passage he reflects on the flight of his ancestors from Egypt into the desert, being led by God to the 

Promised Land. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. How did the enslaved Jews in ancient Egypt “know beforehand” about the impending “passing over”? (for 

help, see Exodus 12:11-13) 

2. In that original Passover, what was “passed over” and what was not? Do you remember why this happened? 

3. What was the “secret sacrifice” that the Jewish people were offering that night and still commemorate each 

year with the special Passover (or “Seder”) meal? 

4. According to Sirach, what was a positive side to the terrible loss of life experienced by Egyptian families? 

5. When does the Christian Church still commemorate Passover?  

6. What else does “passing over” mean to us, besides the initial “passing over”? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 

This week we begin a series of readings from the Letter to the Hebrews. The author of this letter is not known 

for certain, although some scholars have offered opinions. It almost certainly was not written by Saint Paul, as 

the style is completely different from that of his letters. We are fairly certain that it was written to Jewish 

Christians who had begun to wonder if their faith in Jesus was a mistake. The letter may have first been a 

written homily that was read during worship and then circulated among other Church communities. It is a 

scholarly, closely reasoned series of arguments in favor of continued belief in Jesus. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Try to restate verse 1 in your own words. 

2. How did Abraham prove his faith, according to the reading? 

3. What or who is the promise from God that the people in verse 13 did not receive in their own day, but saw 

and greeted “from afar”? 

4. In what way could one say that God appeared to be contradicting his own promise to Abraham by 

commanding him to sacrifice his son, Isaac? (for help, see Genesis 15:5)  

5. How did Abraham’s response demonstrate faith? And what was God’s response? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 12:32-48 

This Sunday’s Gospel is a continuing segment of a longer discourse by Jesus from which we also read last week. 

A little background might be helpful – Jewish weddings in Jesus’ time often went on for several days with no 

predetermined ending time. When the family decided the party was over or when the guests felt they needed to 

leave, people went home. Those who were servants of the rich truly did not know when their masters would 

return from such an event, especially if it took place in another town.  



 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Is there one line or word that really catches your attention in this reading? 

2. Why would Jesus tell reasonable people to sell their belongings and give alms to the poor? What does this 

have to do with faith? 

3. In what sense is verse 40 speaking of more than just the end of our life? (perhaps daily, weekly, and 

“ultimately”?) 

4. What is the “short answer” to Peter’s question in verse 41? 

5. The example of the 2 servants might seem rather harsh to us, but was probably the reality of life as Jesus’ 

contemporaries knew it. What was Jesus trying to teach with the example? 

6. What do you think the last sentence has to do with the rest of this reading or the general theme of faith? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. In his encyclical Lumen Fidei (that is, The Light of Faith) Pope Francis wrote: “It is impossible to believe 

on our own. By its very nature, faith is open to the ‘we’ of the Church; it always takes place within her 

[community].” To what extent can you agree with that statement? 

2. What is the difference, in your opinion, between “having faith” and “practicing your religion”? Can a person 

do either one without the other? What is their natural connection? 

3. What have you had to sacrifice in order to be a faith-filled person? 

4. Speak about how you balance the need to live in this present reality and to always be prepared for Christ’s 

coming. What does that have to do with faith? 

5. Has God been faithful to you? Explain. 

3. In what aspect of your life do you hear God calling you to deeper faith, to greater faithfulness? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“God of time and of timelessness, discover for us within our hearts the desire to let you have a larger role in our 

lives, so that we might be your instruments of compassion and witnesses to your truth. Give us a faith as 

unshakable as that of Abraham, and bring us to our heavenly inheritance. We lift up this prayer in the name of 

Jesus, whom we believe to be your Only Son and our Savior, God forever. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 


