
Bible Study 

Second Sunday of Easter, cycle C 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

Opening Prayer: “This is the day the Lord has made, alleluia!  Let us be glad and rejoice in it, alleluia!  We 

give thanks to the Lord for God is good, with mercy enduring forever, alleluia! (Make the Sign of the Cross as 

you say:) We give glory to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; to the Tri-une God who is unchanging for all 

eternity.  Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. What was a highlight of Easter for you this year, either during Holy Week liturgies or during family time? 

2. At roughly what age do you recall first being aware that you believed in God? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts 5:12-16 

This selection is one of three in the Acts of the Apostles through which Saint Luke told what it was like in the 

early days of the Church. Two things stand out – that the disciples were united in the faith (“of one accord” in 

some translations) and that, through the Holy Spirit, Christ continued to draw people to himself by many 

miracles worked through the apostles.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What phrase in this reading hints that already, in the earliest days of the Church, the disciples of Jesus were 

thought of as the Body of Christ? 

2. Why do you think other Jews did not dare to join them – that is, mingle with them and pray with them? 

3. Identify the sign that the power of the Risen Christ was still present in Israel? 

4. Why do you think we hear so little these days of the kind of frequent healings that are described here? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 

The Book of Revelation was written during the time of a severe persecution of the Church that took place in 

Asia Minor (eastern Turkey and Syria today) around the end of the first century. The 7 lampstands represent the 

7 Church communities in Asia Minor. Most Scripture scholars say that the author was not John the Apostle, who 

seems to have already died, but rather another believer named John. Largely written using symbols that the 

Christians would have understood, but non-believers might not, the letter was meant to encourage them not to 

give up the faith, nor to fear the pain of persecution and even death. The writer’s message was: “Jesus has 

overcome death! There is more after this life, and it is even better than we imagine!” The message applies to us 

and the Church throughout the world even today, as persecution and martyrdom still occur. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Is the author, John, on the island of Patmos by his own choosing? If not, why is he there? 

2. Are you aware of places in the world where Christians, and especially Catholics, are persecuted today? 

3. Who is “the one like a son of man”? What does that expression mean? 

4. What might be the significance of this person standing “in the midst of the lampstands”? 

5. In what way is this reading appropriate for the Easter season? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 

This story begins on the first Easter Sunday and continues 1 week later. In Saint John’s Gospel the important 

element of every story is whether or not the person/persons involved came, in the end, to believe in Jesus as the 

Messiah. Faith is not just believing that a historical person named Jesus existed, but rather believing that this 

Jesus is the incarnation of God into human history, healing humanity’s relationship with God and bringing 

mercy and forgiveness for our sins. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which words or phrases caught your attention? 

2. The Apostles were Jewish themselves. Why would they have been afraid of the Jews, as John writes? 

3. What were Jesus’ first words to his closest friends after the Resurrection? How might one express those 

words in today’s way of speaking? 



4. Which sacrament is Jesus instituting when he breathes on them and says “Receive the Holy Spirit”? 

5. What advantage do the other Apostles have over Thomas when it comes to believing? Should we think less 

of Thomas on that account? 

6. Point out an example of God’s mercy in this reading (yes, other than Thomas!).  
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. If you had been Thomas, would you have believed that the others had seen the Risen Lord? 

2. Have you ever had to overcome fears or doubts about your Catholic Christian faith? 

3. “The message of Jesus constantly challenges both believers and non-believers,” says one source.  How are 

you challenged by the Gospel? How do you deal with that challenge? 

4. Have you suffered in any way because of your faith in Jesus? 

5. Can you name any signs or wonders performed through the Church today? 

6. What makes this particular Sunday and these Scripture readings ideal for Divine Mercy Sunday? 

7. The Church is the community in which the Risen Christ is at work; where do you see this work made visible 

and concrete? How are you part of this work? 
 

Closing Prayer (from the Chaplet of Divine Mercy) 

“Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have 

mercy on us and on the whole world. Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and 

on the whole world. Amen.” (Sign of the Cross) 


