
Bible Study 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Who encouraged or comforted you in the past week? What was the situation? 

2. Who most frequently challenges you to be a better person? How does he/she do this? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 

The wealthy and the leaders of family clans (“princes”) held much power in the area around Jerusalem during 

the time of Jeremiah. The prophet had proclaimed that their corrupt business practices and unjust treatment of 

the poor were offensive to God, and that their morals had so weakened the country politically that God would 

allow the attacking Chaldeans from Babylon to subdue them. Of course, they objected to that message and did 

not take it to heart, instead twisting it to appear to be an act of treason, which they then used in an attempt to get 

rid of him. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. According the princes, who was most affected by the prophetic message of Jeremiah? (See verse 4) 

2. How can we explain King Zedekiah’s change of heart regarding Jeremiah’s fate? 

3. Read verses 11-13; what happened to Jeremiah once he had been removed from the cistern?  

4. Can a few people being deceptive and unjust really make a society so weak that it cannot defend itself, or do 

you think that was just a later explanation for why the Chaldeans had been able to capture the fortress-city 

Jerusalem? 

5. What spiritual lesson for later generations can you see in this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Hebrews 12:1-4 

Our series of readings from the Letter to the Hebrews continues, and today it picks up the theme of persevering 

through the difficult times that come with being a faithful disciple. Jesus persevered through the shame of being 

stripped and nailed to the cross until he was dead. Many who believed in Him, a “cloud of witnesses,” have 

likewise shed their blood rather than betray their Lord. Surely, the author says, we can endure through less 

difficult challenges. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Which phrase in this reading is another way of saying “the communion of saints”? 

2. Few people sin because they like doing what they know to be wrong; we sin because we like what the act 

will achieve for us, or it really appears to be the best option in a situation. According to verse 2, what can 

help us make better choices? 

3. According to verse 3, what was one reason Jesus chose to endure such great suffering? 

4. How would you explain that verse to a high school student? 

5. What should a person do if he/she does lose focus and commit a sin? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 12:49-53 

This reading is one of the more unsettling passages in the Gospels. It is a continuation of a longer discourse in 

Chapter 12 of Saint Luke’s Gospel. Although the verses might be a collection of Jesus’ teachings rather than a 

single actual speech, their common thread is the theme of discipleship. Jesus was unswerving in his presentation 

of the Truth, even when he knew people were not going to like what they heard – which is characteristic of 

every faithful prophet.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Choose 3 words from this reading that you think are keys to the message of the whole reading. 

2. What do you think was the “fire” to which Jesus referred in verse 49? 

3. What was the “baptism” to which Jesus referred in verse 50? 



4. Scripture frequently describes the word of God as something that purifies and refines, much like heat was 

used to remove impurities from gold and silver. How can God’s word purify or refine a person? 

5. Do you think Jesus took delight in knowing that his teaching and revelation of God would lead to division 

and suffering? Explain your reasoning. 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. We call Jesus “the Prince of Peace.” How can there be peace amid or after such suffering and upheaval as is 

described in these readings? 

2. Name some of those in the “cloud of witnesses” whom you can recall having died for the faith. Some might 

be from long ago and some might be fairly recent. 

3. Do you personally know of someone who chose to follow Jesus even though it meant losing friends or 

losing their relationship with family members? What was the result of their perseverance in faith? 

4. Have you yourself ever had to make that kind of hard choice between faith and loved ones? 

3. Prophets, it has been said, “afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted.”  The pope and other bishops of 

the Church have a prophetic responsibility. What have they said that has made you feel better about being a 

faithful disciple of Jesus Christ? 

4. Is there a teaching of the Church or of Jesus that challenges you because it demands that you give up having 

or doing something that you like? 

5. In what way can the everyday lives of ordinary Christians be prophetic to their communities? 

6. Is there a situation in your community that is calling you to assume a stronger prophetic role? 

 

Closing Prayer  

God of peace, so many aspects of our lives are lacking in peace, and we ourselves are occasionally the ones who 

have created some of those divisions. Bless us with prophets who show us the way back to wholeness. Heal us, 

please, with your forgiveness. Give us the courage and the strength to follow faithfully the cross of faith with 

trust, until we live with you for all eternity. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 


