
Bible Study 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. When did you distinctly feel God’s love in recent weeks?  

2. How has your concept of being “saved” changed over the years? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 66:18-21 

God is relentlessly inclusive. After human sinfulness scuttled God’s original plan, God began anew by forming a 

faithful people around the descendants of Abraham and Sarah. However, the prophets repeatedly reminded the 

Jews that salvation is meant for all, not only for those of Jewish descent. This portion of the Book of Isaiah was 

addressed to Jews returning from exile. The message was not new: be a sign that leads all people to the Lord. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Put, Lud, Tubal, and Javan” were grandsons of Noah who were said to have dispersed to various parts of the 

Mediterranean after the Great Flood: Put and Lud to northern Africa, Javan and his son Tarshish to what is 

now Turkey, and Tubal to the Spanish peninsula. Which happened first: the dispersion after the Great Flood 

or the call of Abraham to be the Father of the Jewish people? (See Genesis)  

2. So then, why couldn’t the descendants of Noah’s grandsons be Jewish?   

3. Knowing that, what would those names in this passage from the Book of Isaiah have communicated to the 

Jewish readers of this message? 

4. To see how old the “inclusive message” is, which verse in this reading is very similar to Genesis 12:3? 

5. Find the words that tell why God would gather people from all parts of the known world. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 

Christianity is not easy, especially if lived with a zealous commitment. Living by faith has but two assurances in 

this world: that it will frequently encounter adversity, and that God’s presence will be faithful. Adversity is not 

punishment from God! The actions of others, of ourselves, or the conditions of this world give us an occasion to 

learn and grow. The author of the Letter to the Hebrews calls it “discipline.” In fact, the Greek word that he used 

for “discipline” was also used to say “education.” 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Every good parent understands the connection between love and discipline. How would you explain it? 

2. What, according to the writer, is the result of enduring through adversity? 

3. How can the “discipline” of adversity help to “make straight paths for [our] feet”? 

4. Important! Is this reading telling us that God causes difficulty in order to make his children suffer?  

5. Are there any words in this reading that feel encouraging to you? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 13:22-30 

Anyone can enter the Kingdom of God, but no one can do so accidentally or unaware. The image of the “narrow 

gate” in this Gospel passage is not meant to suggest that the opening is so small that it is hard to get through; 

rather, as the parable clarifies, the Lord will open to all who are diligent enough to be ready when he opens the 

gate. Discipleship is a deliberate choice that must be affirmed daily. Only those who refuse the gift of salvation 

will be denied entrance. Some will choose an eternity without God in order to have other, more immediate 

choices in this life – and God will sadly oblige them. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Where did you hear “good news” in this reading? 

2. Since Jesus did not answer the opening question directly, do it for him; simply put, what was Jesus trying to 

say in response to the question? 

3. When Jesus says that some “will not be strong enough” to enter through the gate into heaven, what do you 

think they are not strong to overcome? 



4. Which verse affirms that we will not be saved just because we know Jesus’ name and some information 

about him? 

5. If God is so merciful, loving, and inclusive, how can there be any who do not get to heaven? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Surely there are many non-Catholics – and even some non-Christians – who go to heaven. Are Catholics 

better prepared or in some other way advantaged when it comes to getting into heaven? How do these 

readings challenge or affirm your answer? 

2. Although Abraham and Sarah were the origin of the Jewish people, the Christian Churches are the people of 

the “new covenant” who are disciples of Jesus, the Son of God. How, then, is it possible for a Jewish person 

to get to heaven? 

3. Pope Francis has spoken about “pharisaism,” the belief that a person who keeps all of God’s laws 

“deserves” to get to heaven (as the Pharisees believed). The Holy Father says that such a pursuit is always 

doomed to failure because it relies solely on our own efforts to be saved. What is the “missing piece” by 

which one is able to get to heaven? 

4. Can you recall a difficulty that challenged you and yet somehow God’s grace helped you to remain faithful 

and perhaps even brought you closer to God? 

5. Look for a verse in each reading which suggests that God is aware of our need for a “personal touch” in our 

dealings with Him? 

6. If the Lord were to open the narrow gate to heaven for you today, would you be ready to pass through it? 

Please comment. 

 

Closing Prayer  

Lord our God, the attractions of this changing world serve only to point us to the peace of your kingdom which 

this world does not give. Let our desire for what you promise make us one in mind and heart. Help us to seek the 

values that will bring us lasting joy in this changing world. Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

(Sign of the Cross) 


