
Bible Study 

Twentieth-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Can you tell about one time this week when you felt like you were resting in the arms of Jesus or were 

relying solely on God to make it through a particular situation? 

2. Have you ever felt poor? If so, describe that feeling and how it affected your relationships with others. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

Rarely do we read from a book of the Bible one Sunday and, a week later, read a segment from that same book 

which precedes the one from the first week. This week we do that. Amos lived in a small town south of 

Jerusalem during the time when the country was divided into 2 kingdoms, Judah in the south and Israel in the 

north. Israel was being overrun by the powerful Assyrians, while the rich in both kingdoms apathetically 

“partied on”. (“Wanton” means “excessive.”) By calling Israel “Joseph,” Amos was pointing to the blood-

relationships and religious traditions that the people of Judah shared with the people of Israel. The words of 

verse 7 became reality just a few years later. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What difference did it make to Amos, who was from Judah, that some around him were not upset about the 

political and military struggles of the northern kingdom Israel? What was his point to them? 

2. In Scripture the word “woe” signals a lament. Do you detect any hint of sadness in Amos’ prophecy? Or is 

he gloating because the Jews in “that other country, which never should have separated,” were suffering? 

3. According to one source, the words “lambs taken from the flock and calves taken from the stall” indicate 

that these animals were supposed to be the first-fruits sacrificed in thanksgiving to God. What sin would the 

rich commit by eating what had been reserved for God? (think “First Commandment”) 

4. What other sins were the complacent being accused of? Which commandments did those sins break? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

Our series of readings from Saint Paul’s letters to Saint Timothy continue, although we jump ahead 4 chapters 

from last week’s reading. In this excerpt Saint Paul instructs his young friend about the way a disciple of God 

will live: with the ultimate goal always kept in his or her mind. 
  

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Locate and read in Saint John’s Gospel, Chapter 18:33-38, the exact words that formed Jesus’ “noble 

confession” about his true identity. 

2. How similar are the fruits of the Holy Spirit listed in verse 11 to those Saint Paul named in Galatians 5:22? 

3. The fruits of the Holy Spirit are not the same as the gifts. Which set lead to the other set? 

4. What is the “ultimate goal” that a disciple of Jesus always holds before his or her mind? 

5. What do you think Saint Paul means by the words of verse 12? 

6. “Amen” means “So be it” or “I agree.” Even though verse 16 is not the end of the letter, in what way is the 

“Amen” still appropriate here? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 16:19-31 

We can be fairly certain that not all of Jesus’ parables were retold in the Gospels. It was one of his favorite 

teaching methods. This is one of several parables that only appear in Saint Luke’s Gospel; he frequently selected 

parables and teachings that emphasized the plight of the poor and the powerless. Some Pharisees taught that 

wealth was a sort of reward from God for living a righteous life and that the upper class (of which they were a 

part) deserved all that they possessed. It is no surprise that Jesus had a problem with that.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Choose a sentence from the Gospel reading that you think needs to be proclaimed by prophets of our time. 



2. Was Lazarus a good man or a sinful man? What difference does that make in this parable? In other words, 

what is the lesson we should learn from that? 

3. Lazarus’ poverty is obvious; in what ways is the rich man also poor? 

4. Explain the irony of the conversation in the second half of the parable. 

5. Recall that a mortal sin is a deliberate choice to do something that is seriously offensive to God, and the type 

of sin by which a person chooses hell over eternal life with God. What sin of the rich man sent him to hell 

for all eternity? Which commandment did he break?  

6. Do you see a parallel between the First Reading and this Gospel Reading? 

7. Apply this proverb to this reading: “Not to choose is to choose.” 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Some people still feel that wealth is a sign of God’s approval of how one is living. What do you think? 

2. What is the proper way for a Christian disciple to handle money, land, and other material possessions? 

3. On a straight-line continuum, with “wealthy and indulgent” on one end and “destitute and disadvantaged” 

on the other end, to which end would you be closer? Which type is more likely to be self-centered? 

4. What can we do about those who are hungry or homeless or oppressed, and living on the other side of the 

world? Should we even try to do something about a situation so far away when there are needs close to 

home? 

5. How does a Christian go beyond giving a (“tax-deductible,” of course?) contribution to help the poor? Be 

as practical and realistic as possible. 

6. Is there something you’d like to do this week to address poverty in some small way? 

 

Closing Prayer 

“Lord our Father, you are our God, you alone. Open our hearts to see you in our brothers and sisters. Open our 

eyes to see injustice where it exists in the world about us. Open our minds to the truth about our responsibility to 

be wise stewards of your gifts and compassionate disciples toward the poor. Make us as faithful to you as you 

are to us. We make this prayer in the name of your Son, Jesus the Christ, for this is what He would ask of you 

for us. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 


