
Bible Study 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Generally speaking, where would you say that you rank, on a scale of 1-10, as a person of gratitude? Share 

something for which you recently thanked someone. 

2. How unshakable is your faith, in your opinion? Is there any situation in which you might stop believing? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: 2 Kings 5:14-17 

Unfortunately, this reading omits the first half of a great story! Naaman was a leader in the army of Aram, a 

country that was at times an enemy of Israel (the northern kingdom) and at other times a political ally. The 

reading says he suffered from leprosy, which we now know was a label given at that time to a number of skin 

conditions. Even though he was a pagan, he took the advice of his Jewish slave girl and sought help from the 

prophet Elisha. Naaman became angry that Elisha would not work a dramatic miracle in God’s name. Later, at 

the urging of another slave, he relented and obeyed the prophet’s directions. Our reading begins there. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. There are 2 professions of faith in God in this reading. Who made each of them? 

2. If Elisha had accepted Naaman’s gift of gratitude, in what sense would he have committed the grave sin of 

blasphemy – that is, what would Elisha have been falsely implying that he himself had done? 

3. What did Naaman intend to do with the soil he took with him from Israel back to Aram? 

4. Several conclusions (“morals”) might be drawn from this story: 

a. Every gift deserves to be acknowledged by _______________________. 

b. People of faith should be ready to show charity to _____________________. 

c. God does not reserve salvation only to _______________________. 

5. Give a modern-day example of someone seeking help from a reputed holy man or woman from another faith 

and from another country. Do you think that happens often in our time? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13 

On this second Sunday of reading from Saint Paul’s second letter to Saint Timothy, we hear Saint Paul 

commenting on the value he finds in suffering, even when that suffering is persecution. He seems to suspect that 

he will soon leave this earth, a martyr for his faith. He does not seem overly fearful of that possibility. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Locate the 4-word phrase which proclaims Jesus as the Messiah promised long ago in Jewish Scriptures. 

2. What would be the difference between denying Jesus and being unfaithful to Jesus? 

3. What is the image which Saint Paul encourages us to hold before our mind’s eye as we go about trying to 

live a good Christian life? 

4. When Saint Paul states that the word of God “is not chained,” what he does mean? (Who or what is?) 

5. Point out the profession of faith that is part of this reading. 

6. When Saint Paul speaks of “those who are chosen,” he is referring to the baptized; it is a phase which we 

still use in reference to Baptism. Who always chooses a person for Baptism before he/she can agree to be 

baptized? (It is an important theological truth, which we sometimes forget.) 

7. Explain how Baptism is a “dying with Jesus” and thus rising to new life in Him. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 17:11-19 

The Jewish people considered all Samaritans as outcasts because at one time their ancestors had intermarried 

with the Assyrians who had taken over that north-central part of what is now Israel. To make matters worse, 

they then mixed some of the Assyrian pagan religious practices with their original Jewish rites of worship. They 

even built their own temple in Gerizim after being denied entrance to the temple in Jerusalem. Yet it is one of 

these outcasts who returns full of gratitude after being healed.  



 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Read Leviticus 13:45-46 to learn why the lepers stood at a distance from the road. 

2. Read Leviticus 14:1-3 to learn why Jesus told the 10 to show themselves to a temple priest. 

3. How might the 10 with leprosy have known Jesus by name?  

4. Where is there a profession of faith in this reading as well? 

5. What clue is there that at least some of the 10 lepers were Jewish, not Samaritan? 

6. Will the Samaritan man experience eternal salvation because of his profession of faith? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. How do you think the (Jewish) Apostles reacted to Jesus’ noting that only a Samaritan had returned to show 

gratitude? Do you see similar reactions in our society to people of other backgrounds showing faith? 

2. Have you ever experienced God’s healing power? If so, recall the story. 

3. Have you ever had the experience of God seeming not to answer your prayer of petition, only to discover 

later that God did answer it, but in a different way than you had asked or expected? 

4. How well do you remember to give praise and thanks to God for the blessings in your life? 

5. These readings also make a point about looking down on foreigners, those of another faith, or those who are 

different from us in other ways. Why is it often hard to see that those who are not like us are equally beloved 

in God’s eyes and deserving of all the blessings that we already enjoy? 

6. Saint Paul often wrote about feeling solidarity with all the believers, even while imprisoned. When have you 

felt connected to Christians in other parts of the world? 

7. When today did you make an indirect profession of faith in God, through words or an action that proclaimed 

your belief without using the actual words of a creed?  

 

Closing Prayer  

Most-holy One, we believe that you are the Only True God, the Lord of our life and the Redeemer of our souls, 

whose love for us is infinite and without conditions. All good things in our life are a gift from your hand; you 

have filled our cups to overflowing with your blessings. Therefore, we raise our hearts in thanksgiving for these 

blessings. (You might take a few minutes to recall or to speak some of them aloud.) Make your love the 

foundation of our lives so that we may live in eagerness to do good for others as you have already done for us. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 
 


