
Bible Study 

Third Sunday of Lent, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Holy God, when we were baptized, you entered into a covenant with 

each of us, making us your adopted sons and daughters. You are our only God, but we have not always been 

faithful to that. Call us to conversion and a change of heart through your word which we reflect upon this 

day. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord.  Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. What is your favorite word or name for God?  

2. A Native American custom is to remove one’s shoes before entering a room in which someone is dying, 

as that room is holy ground on which God waits to take a loved one home. Talk about a place or a 

situation that is holy ground for you. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 

In Hebrew culture, to know someone’s name meant to be in a relationship of equals or a relationship in 

which one had some degree of power over that other person. That is why God refused to speak his name to 

Moses, telling him instead about his nature: “I am who am.” (“I am the One who is.”) God is the One who 

transcends time, who has no past nor future because every moment is, from God’s perspective, equally now. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. It might be helpful to include the deleted verses, 9-12. 

1. How did the Hebrews come to be living in Egypt, not in Israel where God had first settled Abraham? 

(See Genesis 43-44 if you need more information.) 

2. Moses lived approximately 600 years after Abraham. Which words does God use to show that he is 

being faithful to the covenant with Abraham, about which we read last week? 

3. God’s name in Hebrew is Yahweh, a name so holy that most Jews believe it should never be spoken. To 

honor that, the Catholic Church several years ago replaced the word “Yahweh” with other ways to refer 

to God in all our hymns and prayers. How do you feel about speaking God’s name?   

4. The Hebrews also believed that to look at God’s face meant instant death. How did Moses prevent that?  

5. Do you see any sign that Moses might have expected to encounter God in the burning bush? What would 

have led him to even suspect God might be present there? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

The Christian community in Corinth was divided. Some thought that salvation was guaranteed to all who        

became Christians; others thought that Christianity was more of an intellectual decision and whatever actions 

one performed were irrelevant to salvation, so long as one was baptized. Saint Paul told them that both 

attitudes are incorrect. In this passage he interprets the Old Testament through the lens of his faith in Jesus as 

Messiah. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Which phrase in verse 1 means that the Hebrews were led by God, not by their own instincts and 

intelligence? 

2. Name 2 of the things that the ancient Israelite community did which angered God because it showed that 

they did not know or accept God’s will? 

3. Saint Paul used Old Testament images here as symbols or foreshadowings of Christianity: passing 

through the sea symbolizes the Sacrament of _________________; the rock symbolizes __________; the 

spiritual drink represents the ________________________ which we drink; and the manna that they ate 

reminds him of _____________________. 

4. Where do you see a call to repentance in this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 13:1-9 

The “theology of prosperity” is nothing new. Some religious leaders already in Jesus’ lifetime taught that 

God rewards in this life those who do good and punishes those who do not. Jesus taught that that is not 

necessarily how things happen; however, failing to repent of our sinful habits and to change our ways is just 



as disastrous spiritually as what happened to the victims of the two physical tragedies they had heard about. 

He adds a parable which essentially tells them that they are fortunate God has been patient with them. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Where is the “good news” that you see in this Gospel reading? 

2. In the parable, do you think God is the owner of the vineyard, or is God the gardener?  Why?   

3. Where do you see a reference to the “theology of prosperity”?  

4. According to Jesus, is suffering sent to us as punishment for our sins? If not, from where does it come? 

5. If sin eventually leads to some sort of suffering, for ourselves or for others, why do we sin anyway? 
  

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Do you believe that good people will prosper materially, while those who lead a rather sinful life will 

experience mostly suffering and sadness? How does the Gospel reading support your answer? 

2. Do you think Christians ever become so assured of their salvation that they simply forget what God 

really asks of them on a day-to-day basis?  Explain. 

3. Remembering that we all have free will, to what extent do you feel our life is “all planned out” for us?  

To what extent can we decide if we will go to heaven or to hell? 

4. At what point in the journey to holiness does one pretty much “have it made” and can then sort of 

“coast” to the end of life? 

5. What promises has God made to you and has God been faithful to those promises? To what extent has 

the result of those promises depended on your choices? 

6. Think of a time when you missed God’s call to change your ways or to be more fruit-bearing for Christ. 

What did God do about it? 

7. From what aspect of your life do you think God might want you to repent and change your ways before 

this Lent is over? 
 

Closing Prayer  

“O most patient, merciful, and compassionate God, you have taught us to overcome sin by prayer, fasting, 

and works of charity. When we are discouraged by our weakness, give us confidence in your love.  We ask 

this through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” (Sign of the Cross) 
 


