
Bible Study 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. This week’s readings call us to a spirit of humility. What does the word “humility” mean to you? 

2. Tell about someone whose humility is both attractive and a helpful personality trait. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Sirach 35:12-14, 16–18 

Eight weeks after reading from the Book of Sirach, we return to this book of wisdom and encouragement this 

weekend. And, like last week, we reflect again on the need for prayer in our lives and, more specifically this 

week, Ben Sira speaks to us about proper attitude in prayer, the proper manner in which to approach the Lord.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. When Ben Sira writes that God will hear the prayer of the oppressed, the orphan, the widow, and those from 

lower social classes, what incorrect idea is hinted as existing among some people at that time? 

2. Does God show favoritism then toward the vulnerable, the oppressed, and the poor? Which verse tells us so? 

3. What should be the attitude of one who wishes to approach the Lord in prayer? (hint: see verse 16) 

4. When does God respond most readily to our prayers, according to the last 2 verses and the 2 that follow? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Saint Paul occasionally used athletic images in his letters; this reading contains one of them. An explanation will 

help. At the beginning of sporting events in the Greek culture, a sacrificial drink (a “libation”) was poured onto 

the ground in honor of the gods to whom the games were dedicated. Saint Paul saw himself not only as an 

athlete of the faith, but also as the libation prayerfully being poured out in honor of the One True God. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Where was Saint Paul when he wrote this letter? You may have to refer to your Bible’s introduction at the 

beginning of this letter. 

2. Assuming the first 3 verses were not intended to be bragging, what is the tone we are intended to hear? 

3. Saint Paul stressed several times in his letters that no one can earn salvation; it is a gift from a merciful God, 

through the redemptive act of Jesus Christ. What is the connection, then, between doing our very best to live 

as God desires and receiving the “crown of righteousness” in heaven? 

4. Can you think of another person who – like Saint Paul did – proclaimed the word of God, predicted his own 

death as being near, assured his friends that they would share in the same glory as he, was abandoned by his 

friends in time of great need, and forgave those who had hurt him? Do you think Saint Paul draws this 

comparison intentionally? If so, why? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 18:9-14 

Apparently Jesus noticed a little “attitude” on the part of some who came to the temple to pray, perhaps even in 

some of his own disciples. His parable of these two men, as different from each other as could possibly be, 

teaches us how we ought to approach God in prayer – not beating ourselves up figuratively, but coming humbly.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Do you have a favorite verse in this reading? Which verse struck you today? 

2. In what ways are the tax collector and the Pharisee alike? 

3. The Pharisee fasted and paid tithes (gave 10% of his earnings to God), 2 actions required by biblical law. 

Why were those actions not good enough in the Lord’s eyes? What more should the man have done? 

4. Which person in the parable had a purer love for God? Which one did God love more? Did those 2 facts 

affect the outcome of these 2 men’s prayers or whether the Lord even heard their prayers? 

5. What did Jesus find pleasing about the dishonest, traitorous (he worked for the Romans) tax collector? 

6. Can we learn something about prayer in general from that point? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Each of these readings speaks of qualities we must possess if we wish to be in right relationship with God. 

Go back through each reading now and identify as many as you can, perhaps 8 or more. 

2. The Church is holy because Christ Himself is holy – that is, the Church is holy by its very nature as the 

Mystical Body of Christ and directs all of its actions toward holiness in its members. How, then, can we 

explain that some members of the Church – all of us at one time or another – have attitudes that God surely 

finds sinful? 

3. All of us members of the Church are at times like the Pharisee in today’s Gospel story. In what sort of 

situation do you sometimes see self-righteousness rearing its ugly head in yourself? 

4. Talk about a time when you have also seen this attitude within leaders of the Catholic Church itself. 

5. Being humble does not mean degrading one’s self; how can a person be humble without doing that? 

6. What does it feel like to know that you do not have to prove to God every day that you are worthy of his 

love and attention? 

7. Does knowing this fact make a difference in how you pray or in how you live? 

8. How could these readings apply to the way in which we celebrate Mass? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“Almighty and ever-living God, you are our source of strength for serving you as followers of Christ and the 

reason for our joy. Have mercy on our weakness and our sometimes arrogant hearts. For surely you love us 

completely and unconditionally at all times. Help us to love ourselves in truth, humbly acknowledging both our 

virtues and our failures. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Brother. Amen.” (Sign 

of the Cross) 

 
 


