
Bible Study 

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Share what you like most about this season of autumn.  

2. Where did you encounter God’s presence and grandeur this week? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Wisdom 11:22—12:2 

This text was written just 50 or so years before the birth of Jesus. It lies between 2 sections of the Book of 

Wisdom describing the horrible, sinful acts of pagan non-believers in Egypt and in the Promised Land itself.  

Because the Jewish people had, at times, gotten caught up in these activities themselves, the writer used this 

segment to praise the greatness of God – whom all these had offended – and to remind them of God’s ready 

forgiveness. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Does your Bible have a side note that explains the meaning of the term “grain from a balance”? Share it. 

2. Which human characteristics did you notice that the writer has ascribed to God in this poetic reading? 

3. And which attribute would you say most clearly manifests God’s greatness? 

4. Did you find verse 24 to bring an “Of course!” reaction within you? Did you even react to its accuracy? 

5. Find the verse that explains how God leads a sinner to repentance. Have you ever observed that happening? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 1:11—2:2 

2 Thessalonians is a very short letter to the Christians in this seaport in northeastern Greece. We will read most 

of the letter these last 3 Sundays of the Church’s liturgical year. Several misconceptions plagued the young, 

developing Church. One was a belief that the second coming of Jesus in glory had already happened and another 

proposed that it would happen so soon that believers should detach completely from all matters of this life. 

Another was the idea that certain believers were so spiritually in tune with God (so holy) that they were, in 

effect, already experiencing the second coming of Christ while still living. Elitism like that is never, Saint Paul 

says, an accurate spirituality. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. How would you describe the first half of the reading? What is its point? 

2. Who are the “we” in the first verse of the reading? 

3. What makes it possible for people to do good things? (verse 12) 

4. What is Saint Paul implying when he writes that God, whose call to discipleship and Baptism we have 

already accepted, can make us worthy (eventually) of that calling? 

5. What is the point of the second half of the reading? That is, how does Saint Paul want the people respond to 

a written or spoken prediction that the end of the world is coming very soon? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 19:1-10 

Tax collectors were Jewish men whom the Roman government hired to collect taxes for them from the Jewish 

citizens of this occupied territory. Hence, they were seen as traitors by their own people. And, since their 

“salary” was whatever amount they could extract beyond what the government actually told them to collect as 

taxes, their fellow Jews also considered them as thieves. To the Romans, they were little more than useful 

puppets. Consequently, they had few friends at all.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Choose one verse that stood out for you today in this reading. 

2. How can you tell that Zacchaeus was very good at his job? 

3. Who invited Jesus to eat at the home of Zacchaeus?  Why is this significant in their culture? (verse 7) 

4. How will Zacchaeus prove that his conversion of heart is authentic? How will that likely affect his future? 



5. What does Jesus mean by “salvation has come to this house”? Note: the word “house” in this case refers to 

the family that lives there, not the building itself. 

6. Saint Luke often depicted Jesus doing the exact opposite of what people expected of him.  Point out 2 

examples of that in this reading. 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. What kinds of “spiritual shortness” might make someone unable to see Jesus today? 

2. Can you think of someone who seems, like Zacchaeus, to be a “lost cause” and for whose conversion you 

might pray every day or already do?  (It might be wise not to share this thought aloud.) 

3. If there has been a time in your life when you were not practicing your faith, what brought you back? 

Consider, too: what might have been God’s hand in that. 

4. How would you have reacted if Jesus had invited himself to your house and the people who heard of it 

started to ridicule or belittle you? 

5. Recall a time when you, like Zacchaeus, truly yearned to experience the presence of Jesus/God. Can you 

describe what you did and what happened? 

6. Complete this sentence: “We are able to be members of the Church because we are _____________.” If you 

are in a group, can the rest agree with each example given? 
 

Closing Prayer  

Holy and compassionate God, you love all to whom you give the breath of life, and you pursue us with undying 

mercy when we turn our back on you. Remove the selfishness in our hearts which blurs the vision of faith and 

blinds us to our own sins, even while we point out the sins of others. Show us again your mercy and love, and 

grant us salvation. We ask this through Jesus your Son, our Messiah and Lord.  Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross)  

 

 


