
Bible Study 

Fourth Sunday of Easter, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) This is the day the Lord has made, alleluia! Let us be glad and rejoice in 

it, alleluia! Give thanks to the Lord for our God is good, with mercy enduring forever. Alleluia! Give glory to 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the Tri-une God who is unchanging for all eternity. Amen. Alleluia!” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. When or where do you feel most safe? (Does that have anything to do with Jesus?) 

2. What do you need in order to feel really secure?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 13:14, 43-52 

Even though the Hebrew Scriptures (the Old Testament) contains several clear references to Gentiles being 

included in God’s plan for salvation, most Jews of the first century and before that honestly believed that God 

intended salvation to be exclusively for Jews and converts to Judaism. By the beginning of the second century, 

the new Church was made up largely of Gentiles. We hear in this reading Saint Paul’s explanation of why this 

came to be. If we look at the omitted verses (15-42), we can see the case that he was building as he spoke. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. When Paul and Barnabas urged the people to “remain faithful to the grace of God,” what did they mean? 

2. Which Old Testament book did Saint Paul quote in verse 47? 

3. According to Saint Luke, author of Acts, why were so many of the Christian converts Gentiles, not Jews?  

4. Scan the omitted verses and find what Saint Paul told the gathering at the synagogue that prompted so many 

of them to request that he tell them more on the following Sabbath?  

5. Why would Paul and Barnabas have been “filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit” after being thrown out 

of town? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Revelation 7:9, 14b-17  

An old proverb says, “The blood of martyrs is the seed of faith.” Many Roman emperors persecuted and killed 

Christians, seeing them as a threat to the empire because of their strong unity and because their Christ-like way 

of treating others was so different from the rest of the culture. In order to escape persecution or death, some 

Christians became apostates – turning from their faith, denying Christ, and offering sacrifice to the emperor; 

however, thousands more died rather than compromise their faith even slightly. We read now from the 

encouragement which John of Patmos wrote to his fellow persecuted Christians, describing a vision of heaven 

where a vast number of martyred saints had a place before the throne of God. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud and include the omitted verses, 10-14a. 

1. Point out the reference to the Church being made up of Gentiles, as well as Jews. 

2. What does the clothing of those before the throne symbolize? 

3. Can you cite other examples of times and places that the Church grew in size and strength in spite of 

persecution? 

4. Did you notice the reference to the Good Shepherd?  If these souls were killed for their faith, did the 

Shepherd fail them?  Explain. 

5. Which deeply beloved psalm has many of the same images as verses 16 and 17 of this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 10:27-30 

Every year on this Fourth Sunday of Easter, which is called “Good Shepherd Sunday,” the Gospel reading is one 

of several in which Jesus likens himself to a Good Shepherd. The image would have been familiar to everyone 

in the Holy Land at that time – the shepherd walking in front of his flock, talking to them as he led them to 

where they would pasture for the day and protecting them from danger. Then, Jesus drops the surprise ending. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which verse in this short reading do you like most? 

2. Do the images of Jesus as a shepherd and you as a sheep give you comfort? Annoy you? Another feeling? 



3. Why would Jesus as a shepherd be an appealing image to many in our time, even though very few raise 

sheep now? 

4. Who during Jesus’ lifetime would have tried to take his “sheep” away from him? Why? 

5. In the verses that follow the last sentence of this selection, the Jews who were present picked up rocks with 

which to stone Jesus to death. For what perceived condemnable offense would they have done this? 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. There are several themes or “threads” that run through all 3 of these readings. See if you can point them out 

now in each readings:  

a. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, 

b. Jesus is God, as much so as is the Father, 

c.  those who believe in Jesus as God and Messiah will be persecuted,  

d. and the universality of Jesus’ flock, that it is meant for everyone.  

2. How do each of those themes apply to the way you try to live your life? 

3. Name some doctrines that we Catholic Christians know to be true which would be difficult or even 

offensive to those of other traditions or faiths. For which of those would you die rather than give them up? 

4. What needs to change in order for you to be a better “light to the Gentiles,” or “sheep of his flock”? 

 

Closing Prayer (a paraphrase of Psalm 23) 

Jesus, you are my Lord and Shepherd; 

     I shall not lack any good thing that I need. 

You show me the way to the safety of your truth 

     and you give me food for both soul and body. 

When life’s difficulties weigh me down,  

     you give me strength to go on. 

You show the holiness of your great name 

     by granting me the courage to live openly my faith in you. 

You make me a witness to believers and doubters alike, 

     and you pour out the grace of your Holy Spirit to help me. 

I will praise you for the blessings I receive,  

     even when hardship and danger surround me; 

and I am sure that one day I will share with you  

     the glory of your kingdom in heaven.   

Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 


