
Bible Study 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you, for you alone are the source of 

wisdom.  Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of 

your goodness.  May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Think of one or two small things that you did this week which, even though possibly insignificant in 

themselves, were an expression of your Christian faith.  

2. Humility is a strong thread among today’s 3 readings. Define humility. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13 

Zephaniah prophesied during the mid-600’s BC, during the reign of King Josiah, who attempted to turn the 

country away from its many pagan practices during the years leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem and the 

exile in Babylon. Zephaniah spoke God’s promise of a “remnant,” a concept very dear to the Jewish people after 

their return from exile. God promised that a small “remnant” of his Chosen People would remain strong in faith 

and faithful to the covenant, a seed of renewal scattered among those who no longer observed God’s laws or 

valued justice toward others.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. Notice the substantial number of verses we skip between the 2 sections. 

1. What was about to happen on “the day of the Lord’s anger”? 

2. What personal qualities will be found, according to this reading, in those who remain faithful even while 

surrounded with moral decay? 

3. What was to be their immediate reward for their faithfulness? 

4. Look at the verses between the 2 sections that make up this reading.  Are they as hope-filled as this reading 

sounds?  If not, what word would you choose to describe their mood? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

As we continue our series of readings from Saint Paul’s first letter to the Church at Corinth, we read again his 

assault against the growing arrogance of the Corinthian Christians.  Christianity was a revolutionary movement 

then and, in many ways, it still is today. God takes special delight in the lowly and loves them just as much as he 

does the wealthy and strong.  In fact, God may have a preference for the lowly. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Are verses 28-29 a statement of how things are or a vision of how God intends them to become? 

2. So, then, what is the danger in being wise or influential or of noble birth? 

3. “It is due to him that you are in Christ Jesus.” What is the point of that line? 

4. Explain what Saint Paul appears to mean by “boasting in the Lord.” How does one do that properly? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1-12a 

This text begins a series of 5 Sundays when we will hear from the Sermon on the Mount. You might find it 

interesting to know that in ancient times those who taught with authority sat when they were teaching. Only one 

who felt a need to appear to have authority would stand up, seeking some sort of psychological advantage. Jesus 

sat. “Blessed” means “happy” or “holy.”  These 9 statements make up the pattern by which Jesus’ disciples are 

to shape their lives, with God’s grace. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading out loud. 

1. Do you think that these Beatitudes describe what should be the normal life of all Jesus’ disciples, or do they 

describe only those chosen few whom we call saints? 

2. What is the difference between living in poverty and being poor in spirit? 

3. Explain what sort of joy can be found in mourning? 

4. Which word from the first reading means “meek”? 

5. In this context, does “merciful” mean “compassionate,” “loving,” or “forgiving”? 



6. Where can one find happiness in being persecuted or ridiculed? 

7. “Righteousness” means “making the right or just choices.” By whom will those who seek to do this be 

treated similarly; what is really the promise of this Beatitude? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Read the Beatitudes again, substituting the words “If you want to be happy, be” in place of “Blessed are.” 

How does doing so affect your understanding of the Beatitudes? 

2. Can you think of any group of people today that sees themselves as a remnant? 

3. Would you say that our country is a Christian country, or would you say that we are nation with a remnant 

of faithful Christians among many people who do not value justice and obedience to God? 

4. What is there about human nature that struggles against being humble?  How much of a struggle is it for you 

personally? 

5. Pope Leo XIII, Pope Saint John Paul II and other have proclaimed that God has a “preferential option for 

the poor.” What would that mean in practical terms? How does that affect what we do? 

6. How does one know what is the righteous thing to do? 

7. None of us is perfect; still, which of the beatitudes do you find most consistently in your own life? 

8. Which one or two would you like the Holy Spirit to help you fulfill better? 
 

Closing Prayer  

“Almighty God and Father,   

 bless us with comfort when we mourn, and help us to reach out to comfort others who mourn; 

 help us to be unpretentious and honest about our abilities and to acknowledge our blessings from you; 

 increase our ability to seek what is righteous in every situation; 

 open our hearts to reach out in mercy to those who have harmed us; 

 since we are your children by Baptism, help us to be ambassadors of reconciliation and peace; 

 give us courage to be faithful when we are made fun of or penalized for our faith; 

 make us more pure of heart and poor in spirit; for we long to be the seed of your kingdom in this life and to 

  be with you in the kingdom of heaven when we die.  

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


