
Bible Study 

Fifth Sunday of Easter, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) This is the day the Lord has made, alleluia! Let us be glad and rejoice in 

it, alleluia! Give thanks to the Lord for God is good, with mercy enduring forever. Alleluia! Give glory to the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, to the Tri-une God who is unchanging for all eternity. Amen. Alleluia!” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. What are some of the things you do in order to remind yourself or others about the past? 

2. Do those actions have anything to do with love? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 14:21-27 

This selection is a sort of whirlwind summary of Saint Paul’s first missionary journey after he and Silas had 

been chosen for that work by the Holy Spirit. Notice the importance of Saint Paul’s pastoral presence to the new 

Church communities and his emphasis on hardship as a necessary part of a life of authentic faith. Both are 

important emphases throughout the Acts of the Apostles.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Which phrase (near the end of the reading) states the purpose of Saint Paul’s and Saint Barnabas’ mission? 

2. What do you think Saint Paul means when he says that one must be willing to undergo many hardships in 

order to enter the kingdom of God? Why was that important for the new Gentile converts to keep in mind?  

3. “Elders” in that situation would seem to have been equivalent to what role in today’s Church? 

4. We read in Acts 13:3 that “with fasting and prayer” Paul and Silas were sent from Antioch as missionaries.  

Now “with prayer and fasting” Paul and Barnabas appointed elders to be leaders in the local churches. 

Comment on the importance of prayer and fasting in the life of Christians then and now. 

5. Did any of these actions have anything to do with love? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-5  

This reading may sound familiar to you, since it is often chosen for funerals. It is part of the conclusion to the 

Book of Revelation. After 20 chapters of correction and encouragement to a persecuted Church, to a people who 

probably felt sometimes as if God were very far away, John of Patmos assured them that God will triumph at the 

end and will come to take his rightful place in their midst; and all suffering will be vanquished. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Do you see a thematic connection between this reading and the First Reading?   

2. Which of the many visual images in this reading do you especially like? 

3. Recalling that many of the new Christians were not a sailing people and found the sea to be uncontrollable 

and frightening, explain the importance of “the sea was no more” to those first readers. 

4. Can you see how the last verse is a source of strength for those facing possible martyrdom for their faith? 

5. Knowing that God is all-holy and that nothing sinful can be in God’s presence, what does this reading imply 

will be the condition of the human race when the new heaven and new earth come to be?  
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 13:31-33a, 34-35 

On the last Sundays before the Solemnity of the Ascension, the Gospel readings will be a serial reading of Jesus’ 

speech to the Apostles at the Last Supper. Judas had already left to follow through on his decision to betray 

Jesus to the Jewish authorities who had grown to hate him. Jesus turns his attention to what awaits him later that 

night. At that time crucifixion was considered a scandalous death. Saint John is the only evangelist to record 

these words. He wanted his readers to know that Jesus accepted his murder, for it would be – for once – a 

victory, not a defeat. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Do you have a favorite line in this reading? 

2. Which statement reveals that Jesus is aware that his death is very near? 

3. To be “glorified” means to be held up for honor and given praise. “Glory” in the Scriptures implies that the 

honor either has been earned or is deserved by one’s very nature. Has Jesus “earned” the glory he and the 

Father will receive, or do they “deserve it by their very nature”?  Explain. 



4. How will Jesus continue to have a visible presence after he leaves his disciples and ascends into heaven? 

5. What might Jesus mean by saying that to “love one another” is a new commandment? 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. There is a sense in all 3 readings that being in the presence of God makes our love for God even stronger. 

Cite examples of where you have seen signs of that, in the readings and in life..   

2. Are there situations in which you recognize God’s loving presence more intensely? 

3. How do you try to give glory to God?  Do you ever find yourself trying to make God “earn” glory before 

you give it? 

4. Disciples of Jesus Christ can be recognized by their self-sacrificing love for one another. Point out examples 

of that right in your own community.  

5. Love, by its very nature, is self-sacrificing. How do you try to practice self-sacrificing love?  

6. How might we do better at making prayer and fasting a part of our Christian lives? 
 

Closing Prayer  

Good and gracious God, love is the essence of your being. You always look upon us with love. Shower us now 

with your love, as you teach us how to love you more. Then, teach us how to love others the way that you love 

them, the way that you love us – with no conditions, no limitations. We ask this through Jesus, who made your 

love visible to us. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 


