
Bible Study 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “This is the day the Lord has made, alleluia! Let us be glad and rejoice in 

it, alleluia! Give thanks to the Lord for God is good, with mercy that endures forever, alleluia! Give glory to the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; to the Tri-une God who is unchanging for all eternity. Amen. Alleluia!” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. How did God put joy in your life this past week? 

2. Was there also an incident that brought worry, which you needed to take to the Lord?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 15:1-2, 22-29 
This reading recounts the first “ecumenical council” of the Church, the Council of Jerusalem, when the apostles 

met to determine the proper teaching of an important doctrine. The issue was straight-forward and serious: is it 

necessary to become Jewish in order to become a Christian? Some of the Pharisees who had become Christians 

agreed with those who were teaching in Antioch that it was necessary; Paul and Barnabas said it was not. Peter 

took the lead in resolving the conflict. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. Including verses 3-21 might give you helpful background. 

1. In your own words, what was the conclusion that was reached through the guidance of the Holy Spirit? 

2. By which surgical procedure, performed on the men, did Gentile men and their wives become Jews, 

members of the Chosen People of God? 

3. Which 2 actions were intended to convince the Church in Antioch that Paul and Barnabas were relaying the 

true decision of the Apostles in Jerusalem? 

4. What is the importance of the first half of verse 28? 

5. Of the 4 conditions listed in the letter, 1 was primarily for health reasons, 2 were to avoid misleading pagans 

about the invalidity of their own religions, and 1 was mainly an issue of faithfulness to God. Identify each. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23  

We continue reading from the conclusion of the Book of Revelation, a book of hope for a persecuted Christian 

Church. This portion likens the Christians to the hallowed temple in Jerusalem. Before its destruction in 70 AD, 

it had been a massive structure of stone. What is now known as the “Wailing Wall” is just a small part of one 

retaining wall for the hill on which the temple had stood. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says (§586) that 

the death of Jesus foreshadowed the imminent destruction of the temple and its Holy of Holies (see question 5). 
 

Now, with that in mind, read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What did the angel say to John of Patmos in the verse just before this reading began, verse 9? 

2. Identify the 2 symbolic titles for the Church, which are used in this reading. 

3. How did John show that the Church is founded upon the traditions and teachings of the Old Testament, as 

well as upon the New Covenant established by almighty God through Jesus? 

4. Which detail symbolized that the Church is meant to be universal, to encompass the entire world? (verse 13) 

5. No longer needing a temple in which to dwell, where does God dwell now upon this earth? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 14:23-29 

While we continue reading this week from Jesus’ discourse to the disciples at the Last Supper, we are aware that 

in a few days we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of our Lord into heaven. This was his farewell 

speech, knowing he would be murdered the next day, to be sure. From our vantage point, it is easy to see an 

equally appropriate prelude to Jesus’ ascension which would happen after his resurrection from the dead. Jesus 

included in his farewell a promise of resurrection and a promise of continuing presence after his ascension. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which words in this reading are most comforting or inspiring for you? 

2. Locate the words which foretell Jesus’ resurrection. 

3. Which words foretell Jesus’ ascension into heaven? 

4. Point out things in this reading that the apostles would not have understood until after the resurrection. 
 



Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Name several feast days in the Church calendar which celebrate in some way the truth that Jesus remains 

with his believers even though he is no longer physically present on earth? 

2. There is a “troubling” situation in each of the three readings. Go back now and identify each one. 

3. Can you tell about similar troubling situations that exist in our time or even in your personal life? 

4. In what aspect of your life do you experience the Church as a solid, unshakeable entity in times of turmoil? 

5. Have you ever consciously consulted the Holy Spirit before making an important decision? 

6. Do you obey God out of love or out of fear? What is the difference, in the end? 

7. “Peace” in the Gospel reading does not mean a lack of violence, but rather that deep calm that allows a 

person to remain steady even when life is anything but calm. Can you share about a time when you were 

aware of that kind of peace of the Holy Spirit, even as something difficult was happening? 
 

Closing Prayer (an ancient song of the Church) 

“O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

   our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 

Before the hills in order stood or earth received her frame, 

   from everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 
 

A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone, 

   short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

   be thou our Guard while life shall last and our eternal Home.” 

(Sign of the Cross) 


