
Bible Study 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord God, all truth is from you, for you alone are the source of wisdom.  

Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of your 

goodness, as you lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Ash Wednesday comes in early March this year, so we get to reflect this week on readings which we only 

hear every 6-9 years. The focus this week is on a life that is either blessed or cursed, full of hope or full of 

doom. Toward which end of that spectrum would you say that your life seems to be happening now? 

2. Do you think it is possible for one’s life to be blessed and full of hope in the midst of much difficulty? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8 

After hearing about Jeremiah’s and Isaiah’s calls to the role of prophet the past 2 Sundays, we return this week 

to the prophecies of Jeremiah. These particular verses were spoken a few years before the fall of Jerusalem and 

Judea into the hands of the Babylonians, who would take many away for servitude in Babylon. Jeremiah’s 

warning about relying on human efforts rather than on God is still relevant in our time, and it has far-reaching 

effects in one’s life. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. “Cursed” and “blessed” might be better translated as “It will go badly” and “It will go well.” Reread verses 

5 and 7 making those substitutions. 

2. Which do you think comes first – placing one’s confidence primarily in human efforts or turning one’s trust 

away from the Lord? Now, does verse 5 seem to agree with you? 

3. Is the “barren bush in the desert” alive or dead? What does that information add to intent of verse 5? 

4. Considering verse 8, then, what is the difference between being “green” and “bearing fruit”? 

5. How will that difference appear in the life of one who truly places his/her trust in the Lord? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 

Some of the new Christians in Corinth still doubted that on the last day they would rise from the dead and their 

spirit would be reunited with their glorified body, as had already happened with Jesus. Saint Paul challenged the 

flawed logic in their thinking. The Paschal Mystery is made up, not only in Jesus’ suffering and death for our 

sins, but in his rising from the dead as well. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. The verses that we skip simply repeat the meaning of verses 12, 16 and 17. 

1. What does it mean to say that Jesus is the “firstfruits” of those who have died? 

2. Explain what Saint Paul means in verses 16 and 17. 

3. What would be wrong with living one’s life believing in Jesus as the Son of God and using the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit to help one to do what is right – but not believing in the resurrection on the last day? 

4. Is the mistaken concept, which was addressed in this reading, still a problem among Christians? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 6:17, 20-26 

Although we are quite familiar with Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, we are less familiar with Luke’s Sermon 

on the Plain which we hear today. They are the same teaching from Jesus, but set a bit differently because of the 

intended audience for which they were written. Saint Matthew’s Gospel was written primarily for Jews and 

Jewish Christians, and Jesus needed to be presented as having divine authority. Saint Luke’s Gospel was written 

primarily for non-Jewish Christians. Saint Luke chose to emphasize that Jesus understood their hard life. So he 

presented the teaching with Jesus “at their level,” focused on their issues. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. “Blessed” means “happy.” What happiness is there in being poor, hungry, mourning, or ridiculed? 

2. Compare verses 20-22 with Matthew 5: 3, 6, and 10. What differences do you see in their wording and 

focus? 



3. Compare these parallel verses in Saint Luke’s account: #20 and #24, #21a and #25a, #21b and #25b, #22 

and #26. How do those “woe” verses (which are not in Saint Matthew’s account) add understanding to the 

“blessed” verses? 

4. Can you see how the verses that are not in Saint Matthew’s account would apply more directly to Saint 

Luke’s primary audience, those who did not already have a lifetime of worshipping the one true God? 

5. Why do false prophets tend to be well-liked, while those who speak for God are often persecuted? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Identify some of the blessings which you experience as a disciple of Jesus? 

2. How many of those bring happiness because of what you experience and which ones bring you happiness 

because of what they promise? 

3. What is the danger in being happy because of our possessions, because we eat well, or because everything 

seems to be going our way? How can one avoid that? 

4. “Being a true Christian means that we will suffer.” Do you believe that? Do these readings shed any 

additional light on your answer? 

5. What suffering do you endure because of your faith? 

6. If you were writing an account of Jesus’ teaching for the people of our time, which “blesseds” and which 

“woes” would you include? Would you even add some taken from other parts of Jesus’ teachings? 
 

Closing Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, our faith in you and your dying and rising for the forgiveness of our sins, and in your promise 

of everlasting life are the greatest gifts we have ever received. Give us strength to be faithful even when other 

things of this world seem appealing. Help us to trust in you even when life becomes difficult. For your promises 

and your grace are the source of eternal joy. We pray for the wisdom and courage of your Holy Spirit, who is 

God with you and the Father, for ever and ever. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


