
Bible Study 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; you alone are the source of wisdom.  

Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of your love. 

May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Name one person whom you consider to be holy; what makes this person a saint in your eyes? 

2. What is a “vocation” and what is/are yours?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 

This prophecy was written by an anonymous person, serving God in the tradition of Isaiah himself near the end 

of the Babylonian exile. The words at the beginning are addresses to the Jewish people themselves. The rest of 

the reading may be interpreted as describing the prophet himself, Israel as a nation, or the future Messiah. One 

thing is sure – the prophet knows who he is and what his purpose is in life! Being God’s spokesperson brings 

difficulties; however, strength comes not from success, but from the Lord. His point about the need to proclaim 

the One God to all nations, to be a beacon guiding all people to faith, was a difficult one for many Jews to hear 

because they were the Chosen People. This new role was difficult to accept, and some never did. The first 

sentence will make more sense if you do not pause until after the second comma. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. Including the omitted verse 4 might add a fuller perspective. 

1. Identify the 2 names for the Jewish people that are used interchangeably in this reading. 

2. At what point did God decide to call this servant to the ministry of prophet? 

3. What is the two-fold nature of the servant’s ministry? 

4. What indication do you see that the Jewish people were not being faithful to their covenant with the Lord? 

5. What brings the servant his greatest joy?  
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

Every Sunday now, until the beginning of Lent, we will be reading from St. Paul’s first letter to the Church at 

Corinth, a seaport in southern Greece. Although this reading is merely the introduction to his letter, it is packed 

with teaching. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. How can Paul himself an “apostle” when he was not one of the 12 selected by Jesus for that role nor the one 

chosen to replace Judas? 

2. What is the name of Paul’s co-worker at the time of the writing? 

3. What is the calling of the Christians at Corinth – and of all Christians, then, including us? 

4. In what way can that be called a “vocation”? 

5. At what other time or in what other place do we still hear verse 3 spoken to us? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 1:29-34 

Each year we read from the Gospel according to John on the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time. Although each 

cycle’s reading is different, each selection highlights the beginnings of Jesus’ ministry, a natural transition from 

the account of the baptism of Our Lord last week. Notice that this reading consists almost entirely of the words 

of John the Baptist as he “hands off” his ministry of conversion to the Messiah. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Is there a line that stands out for you in this reading? Say it aloud. 

2. According to the Baptist, what was the sole purpose of his ministry? 

3. To what Truth do the last 5 words of verse 30 refer? 

4. John was Jesus’ older cousin; even though they grew up together, what did he “not know” about Jesus? 

5. This account takes places a couple months after John had baptized Jesus in the Jordan River and after Jesus’ 

40 days in the desert. What does John remember most about baptizing Jesus? Why that? 

6. How does this reading connect with the First Reading? 



Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. “Vocation” has 2 meanings: one’s work or one’s state of life as a single person, cleric, married person, or 

consecrated religious. In what ways can both of those be prophetic roles for one’s life? 

2. The prophets tell of experiencing joy, even amid the difficulties that came with their role as prophet. What 

does say about our own vocations? 

3. What is the purpose of your vocation? Do you see yourself as God’s servant? Explain, please.  

4. How does it feel to ponder the message that your success in the eyes of the world, and your reputation or 

renown are not nearly as important as making Jesus known to others? 

5. Do you also feel called to holiness, to sanctity? How do you actively pursue holiness, rather than just hoping 

that it will happen to you some day in some mysterious way? 

6. Thinking of the First Reading, does your parish have a prophetic role to the community and the rest of the 

world? If so, what is it and how well is that role being accomplished? 

7. In what way might God be calling you to be a prophet this week? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“Lord God, I am your servant, through whom you wish to show your glory. You formed me as your servant 

from the womb, so that I might help my family, my friends, my community and my country live according to 

your principles. May you be pleased with me and give me strength. Help me to be your light wherever I go, so 

that your salvation may reach to the ends of the earth. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”     

(Sign of the Cross) 


