
Bible Study 

Third Sunday of Advent, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord God, when your people wandered in the darkness of sin, you sent 

the True Light to live among them and reveal to them the God whom they longed to know. The darkness of sin 

still lures your children from the path of light. Reveal yourself to us again today in your Word and light our path 

with your truth so that we might prepare well for your coming.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 
1. This Sunday is called “Gaudete Sunday” because the very first word in the Latin text for the Mass this day 

is “Gaudete!” “Be happy!” The Lord is near! What preparations for Christmas have you already completed? 

2. Our holy anticipation is tempered with patience. Give an example of patience that you experienced this 

week? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 

The Book of the Prophet Isaiah was written by 3 great men, each of whom prophesied a similar message from 

God during very difficult times. On the First Sunday of Advent we read from “First” Isaiah, who proclaimed a 

message of hope to a struggling people, whose leaders had ceased to be faithful to the covenant. On the Second 

Sunday we read from “Second” Isaiah, who promised a future king who would be faithful to God. This week we 

read from “Third” Isaiah who addressed the Jews who had been led off to exile in Babylon some 40 years 

before. All three authors often used poetic images to relate the great joy that would accompany the fulfillment of 

God’s promises, the proof of God’s continuing love. For example, this passage describes how even the most 

unattractive geographic elements would look as beautiful as the most attractive elements of neighboring lands.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Does your Bible have a map that shows where Lebanon, Carmel, and Sharon were? If not, perhaps you can 

find it on the internet; it would aid in picturing the journey being prophesied. 

2. What is there about the word “recompense” that suggests God will reward patient faithfulness in hard times? 

3. A steppe, a desert, and “parched land” all are places lacking abundant water. In what way is the presence of 

God like life-giving water in people’s lives? 

4. Where is the element of “patient faithfulness” found in this reading? 

5. Can the words of this reading apply equally well to anyone who longs for peace on earth? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: James 5:7-10 

Saint James wrote a pastoral letter to the Christian Church in general, not to a specific community as Saint Paul 

did many of his letters. The context for this reading was a prevailing belief that the Second Coming of Jesus 

would occur in his disciples’ lifetime. After some of them had died, people were beginning to complain about 

how long God was taking, even questioning what they had been taught as Truth. James calms them down. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Which words in verse 8 repeat an image from the First Reading? 

2. Develop the analogy of a farmer waiting for the harvest which is “at hand” during the entire farming cycle. 

How is that like living in expectation of the coming of the Lord? 

3. What is implied by Saint James’ image of the Judge standing before the gates to heaven? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:2-11 

Following his baptism in the Jordan River, Jesus went into the desert for a lengthy time of prayer and 

preparation. During that time John was arrested for challenging the immoral behavior of the regional ruler, 

Herod Antipas, who had married his brother’s wife, apparently with her strong approval. Facing almost certain 

death, it appears, began to raise questions in John the Baptist’s mind. Notice that, rather than giving a direct 

affirmative answer to John’s question – which might have led people to believe a revolution would begin soon – 

Jesus made reference to a different kind of savior, using the words from Isaiah with which John was familiar. 

Read carefully what Jesus says about John after the delegation leaves! 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 



1. Choose and speak a phrase that proclaims hope to you personally?   

2. Which words in this reading are a quotation from today’s First Reading? What is Jesus implying by quoting 

Isaiah’s words? 

3. Verse 10 is a quotation from the Hebrew prophet Malachi (3:1) who spoke of a forerunner who would 

prepare the way for God. What is Matthew proclaiming about Jesus by having him quote that passage here? 

4. Scripture commentators disagree on the intent of the second half of the reading. Do you feel that Jesus was 

scolding the people in the crowd, or was he merely praising John? 

5. Using the colorful images of the second half of the reading, state in your own words what kind of person 

John the Baptist was. 

6. Where is the element of “patient faithfulness” found in this reading? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Christian scholars frequently use “Zion” (Jerusalem) as a symbol of the Christian Church. Can you see any 

of the promised signs in verses 5 and 6 of the First Reading still happening in the Church today, either 

figuratively or in actual ways? 

2. Can you think of a time when the message that you perceived God was giving you turned out to be quite 

different than you at first thought? 

3. Can you tell the story of a personal disaster that turned out to be a blessing because you were patiently 

faithful to God in the aftermath? 

4. In what ways does complaining – about God, about others, or about one’s own lot in life – get in the way of 

patience? 

5. Is the virtue of patience a gentle, passive virtue, or is it a virtue that requires determination, activity, and 

effort? What is the difference? 

6. What do you wish to do this week to further prepare you for the coming of the Lord? 

 
 

Closing Prayer  

All around us, Lord God, we see the joyful signs of the approaching celebration of the birthday of Jesus. 

Remove from our hearts any sin and whatever else prevents us from feeling the joy of living constantly in your 

presence. Help us to live patiently each day in expectation of your return at the end of our life, so that we may 

rejoice in His arrival. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 


