
Bible Study 

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Describe how you imagine heaven to be. 

2. Name one thing you did this week that showed the strength of your faith. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: 2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14 

In ancient times the disease “trichinosis” was fairly common. It is caused by a worm that can live in the flesh of 

hogs that are raised outdoors, and then can take up residence in the body of a person who eats the undercooked 

pork. God had actually forbidden eating any pork in order to protect his people from the illness. This reading is 

just a portion of the very long story about 7 brothers and their mother who, even though it would lead to 

martyrdom at the hands of the conquering Greeks, were faithful to the Jewish law that forbade the eating of 

pork. In this particular story the law is less relevant than the martyrs’ faithful discipleship to God as a whole.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Read verses 4 and 5, and name the 4 tortures suffered by each of the family members. 

2. Identify the tenet of our Christian faith that the young Jewish martyrs were also professing? 

3. Does it really make sense to die for a belief, when one could simply pretend to deny that belief in order to 

avoid torture or death and still hold that belief interiorly? What would be wrong with that? 

4. What is the value of someone’s martyrdom for those who remain behind in this life? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5 

We can tell that we are nearing the end of the Church’s liturgical year, because today’s reading from Saint 

Paul’s second letter to the Christians at Thessalonica is focused, like the First Reading and the Gospel Reading, 

on salvation and life after death. In this section of the letter Saint Paul reaffirmed the source of salvation and our 

reason for doing good deeds, even though, in themselves, they cannot earn our heavenly reward.  We cannot 

save anyone, not even ourselves, but our actions can help to pave the way for the Holy Spirit to save others too. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Try to state, in simpler form, the essence of Paul’s prayer for the Christians at Thessalonica in verse 16? 

2. In verse 1 of Chapter 3, notice who is credited with advancing the spread of the Gospel. 

3. What does the word “glorified” mean in this reading? 

4. According to Saint Paul’s teaching, how do we get to heaven, if it is not by all of the good that we do? 

5. What, then, is the reason for a person to do good deeds, as explained in this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 20:27-38 

As in the First Reading, we are presented here with another 7 brothers. These do not die as martyrs, but they do 

die nevertheless. The situation is only a hypothetical one, a trick question posed as a trap. Jesus answers it 

directly and clearly. By the way, having multiple wives was not unusual in ancient times since women had few 

other means of support, and the perpetuation of the family line was so important in those days. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. What were you thinking as you read the trick question and Jesus’ answer? 

2. Which part of the Sadducees’ argument is incorrect at its very base? 

3. Explain how you understand Jesus’ point as to why there is no need for marriage in eternity. 

4. What fundamental truth about God and death does Jesus teach in the last verse? 

5. Look at the 2 verses that follow this reading in your Bible. In the end, did any of the Sadducees, who do not 

believe in life after death, agree with Jesus’ point? Can we learn something from that, as well? 

6. When we die, we become solely our spiritual selves, “like angels.”  Since the Church teaches that people 

who die do not become angels (which are a separate type of spiritual being), what do they become? (Hint: 

November 1) 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. How do you feel about hearing that those of us who are or were married will not be spouses in the next life? 

What will be unchanged about those relationships? 

2. Has your opinion about death changed as your faith has matured? 

3. How would your life be different if you did not believe in life after death? 

4. Share, if you are able, about the death of a friend or loved one and how that experience changed your 

priorities in life.  

5. If death leads to everlasting life, what value does any human life have in this world?  In other words, why 

defend and cherish human life, if death at any time, in any manner, leads to the same result? 

6. Which belief of Catholicism would you be willing to die for, rather than compromise? 

7. Choose 1 verse of the Second Reading that could apply to your life. Explain how it applies. 

 

Closing Prayer (based on the Order of Christian Burial) 

“Lord our God, for those who believe in your love, death is not the end, or does it destroy the bonds of love that 

you forge in our lives. Strengthen our faith as your Son’s disciples and our hope as your children. May the light 

of your resurrection shine upon us one day in that place of happiness and peace. We ask this through Jesus, our 

Savior and Brother. Amen.” (Sign of the Cross)  


