
Bible Study 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Tell about one sign of God’s faithfulness that you witness or noticed this week. 

2. Name one way that you try to practice the virtue of faithfulness. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Malachi 3:19-20a 

The Book of the prophet Malachi is believed to have been written shortly after the Jewish people returned from 

their exile as captives in Babylon (Baghdad, today). After 50 years with limited ability to practice their faith and 

of struggling to survive, many experienced difficulty transitioning back to a peaceful life in their homeland. This 

prophecy was a call that many needed, to return to a life of faithfulness to the Lord’s directives. We Christians 

also see in some portions of this prophecy a warning about the Second Coming of the Lord, on Judgment Day. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. In what ways might a proud evildoer be like the dry stubble of a wheat field facing a fire? 

2. If those who “fear God’s name” are on their way to heaven, why will they need healing on the Last Day?  

3. How can the virtue of holy fear, also called “wonder and awe,” which helps us to recognize God’s presence 

and greatness, prepare one for the coming of the Lord? 

4. Healing is for the ill and the broken; banishment to hell is for evildoers who die unrepentant, loving their 

sin. Why won’t a good and merciful God heal those evildoers on the Day of Judgment instead of sending 

them to an eternity without His loving presence? Which positive attribute of God allows this to happen? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 

Near the end of this letter to the Christian community at Thessalonica, Saint Paul addressed the issue of those 

who had become a burden to the rest of the Church there, because they thought that the Second Coming was so 

near that there was no longer a need to continue with the daily routine of work and family. Early in his ministry 

Saint Paul, too, had anticipated that the Second Coming would be soon. Gradually he adjusted his teaching to 

the deeper understanding we hear in this passage. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Saint Paul’s tone in the first verse is not one of conceit; how would you more accurately describe it? 

2. What does Saint Paul mean when he says we should live in anticipation of Judgment Day? 

3. Explain the difference between being busy and being a busybody.  Can one be busy in a good way without 

having full-time employment? 

4. According to Saint Paul, how does being busy prepare one for the Second Coming? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 21:5-19 

Apocalyptic literature, which deals with the end times, is by nature a literature of interpretation. The writer is 

looking back on something catastrophic, in order to try to make sense of it, faith-wise; it is not intended to 

predict the future. Such is the case with this section of Saint Luke’s Gospel. By the time he wrote it, Roman 

armies had destroyed the temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD, and Christians were being persecuted in many places. 

Saint Luke gathered various sayings of Jesus in this one section, hoping to give some meaning to the horrible 

situation and to encourage people not to despair. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Share a verse or phrase that stood out for you in this reading.  Comment if you wish. 

2. What is Jesus’ clear message about trying to predict the end of the world? 

3. How do you reconcile the promise that “not a hair of your head will perish” with the fact that thousands of 

martyrs have died because of their faithfulness to Jesus? 

4. What is so threatening about Christianity that various forces have tried to eliminate its adherents since the 

very beginning of the Church – and continue to this day to do so? 



5. How do you feel about hearing that on Judgment Day God will distinguish between those who do good and 

those who do evil?  

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. All three of these readings urge us to live by the motto “Semper Fidelis” (“Always Faithful”).  What do you 

find challenging about being faithful to Jesus and his teachings? 

2. Has your commitment to living as a disciple brought suffering or persecution to you, perhaps even from 

family and friends? 

3. Have you ever been in a difficult situation in which the Holy Spirit gave you “exactly the right thing” to say, 

even though you did not plan to say it and perhaps don’t even remember what you said? What was that like? 

4. Do you feel pressure to be a role model of discipleship? Could others imitate anything in your Christian 

living that would help them along the way to eternity?  

5. To be a follower of Jesus is to be a person of hope. How do you try to be a person of hope? In what ways 

might your hope be strengthened? 

6. There is a sense in these readings that we really should not even worry about the Second Coming. Those 

who worry too much about the Second Coming will be too busy to recognize Christ already in their midst. 

Where do these readings strengthen aspects of how you are trying to live the Christian life or suggest 

changes that might be helpful? 

 

Closing Prayer  

Almighty and all-holy God and Father, you are the source of all that is good. You have promised your presence 

with us in this life and perfect joy in the next life to those who serve you faithfully. Help us to be at peace with 

that, to find hope in your promises, and to trust in your faithful presence on our journey to the everlasting life. 

We offer this prayer through Jesus and the Holy Spirit, for together you are One God for all eternity. Amen.”  

(Sign of the Cross)  


