
Bible Study 

Fifth Sunday of Lent, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, each year you give us this holy season of Lent in order 

that we might examine our lives and allow you to draw us into deeper union with yourself.  Open our ears to 

hear your word, our hearts to receive it, and our lives to put it into practice.  We ask this in the name of our 

Savior, Jesus the Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. We are getting very close to Palm Sunday. Is there any spiritual practice that you feel you need to start or 

get done before Holy Week begins? 

2. In your opinion, why do bad things happen to good people?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14 

This brief reading is much clearer if set into its context. Ezekiel, who had been a priest in the temple in 

Jerusalem, was in captivity in Babylon with many of the other Israelites. The Spirit had just given him the vision 
of a valley full of dry bones, which arranged themselves into bodies and took on flesh again right before his very 

eyes. Then God said to Ezekiel, “These bones are the whole house of Israel. They have been saying, ‘Our bones 

are dried up, our hope is lost.’” And then God spoke these wonderful words of promise.   
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. In what way were the Israelites symbolically or spiritually dead? 
2. This reading contains 5 promises from God.  Identify them. 

3. The original Hebrew text uses the word “ruah” which means both “breath” and “spirit.”  How would these 

meanings of “ruah” be especially appropriate for a people in exile? 
4. The Jews had become politically weak because of their infidelity to the covenant with God. They were 

easily conquered by the Babylonians and the Assyrians.  Which words remind the Jews that God is still 

faithful to the covenant, even if they have not been? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11 
Saint Paul was adamant in his teaching that, if the Spirit of God dwells in Christians as a result of their Baptism, 

death will not be the end of life, but merely a change in how life is experienced. How do we know that? Because 

God raised Jesus from the dead and we are baptized into a share of Jesus’ Spirit. For someone preparing for 
Baptism, this is Good News indeed – as it ought to be also for those already baptized!   
 

Read the Second Reading aloud.   
1. What does Saint Paul mean when he writes, “Those who are in the flesh cannot please God”? 

2. What, then, does he mean by being “in the Spirit”? 

3. How is resurrection symbolically portrayed in the sacrament of Baptism, especially Baptism by immersion? 
4. In what way had Saint Paul himself already experienced death to sin and rising to new life in Christ? 

5. Is Saint Paul advising that we should hate our bodies and punish them in every way possible? If not, what 

does he mean? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 11:1-45 
We hear this weekend the last of the wonderful stories from Saint John’s Gospel that are proclaimed on the 3 

middle Sundays of Lent during liturgical cycle A. This one tells the story about one of Jesus’ most remarkable 

miracles, restoring life to someone who had been dead for 4 days. Notice the interplay between the words 
“death” and “sleep,” and “death” and “life.”  Remember, also, that the word “Jews” in John’s Gospel refers not 

to all people of the Jewish faith, but to people who lived in Judea, as opposed to the Galileans in the north and 

the Samaritans in middle part of the country. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading out loud. 

1. Share a word or a phrase that caught your attention? 
2. Why did Jesus wait 2 days before going to the side of his sick friend? 

3. Explain Jesus’ response to the Apostles’ observation that returning to Bethany would mean certain death?  



4. Point out the 3 times in this reading when Martha professed her faith in Jesus. 

5. What does Jesus mean by verse 26? 
6. What did Jesus prove by this miracle? 

7. There are 3 other Gospel accounts of Jesus raising the dead to life. Do you recall them? 

8. Trivia: the shortest verse of the entire Bible is in this reading.  Can you find it? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Is there a lesson for ourselves that we might learn from the fact that Jesus wept? 

2. In her grief, Martha challenged Jesus with strong words: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died?” What could we learn from her example? 

3. Talk about situations in our own time where people might feel hopeless, abandoned, and dead to life. 

4. Do you think that all bad things still happen “so that the Son of God may be glorified through it”? How does 
that happen, when it does? 

5. What consolation for those who are actually suffering is in your response? 

6. What can people of faith do to help bring “resurrection” to people in those situations? 

7. What area in your life needs to be untied symbolically – as Lazarus was physically – in order to come back 
to life? 

 

Closing Prayer: 

All-powerful God and Savior, you alone have power over life and death, and you willingly gave yourself up to 
death so that all might be saved and pass from death to life. Help us to embrace all that is a part of this human 

life, so that we may transform the darkness of its pain into the life and joy of Easter. We ask this in the name of 

your Son Jesus, who is Lord and Savior, and one God with the Father and the Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 

(Sign of the Cross) 
 

 


