
Bible Study 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, you called us into relationship with you from the moment 

of conception and, when we responded, you made us your adopted sons and daughters through Baptism.  May 

the words we read today and our reflecting on them make us better witnesses to the love you wish to shower on 

every person. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1.  “Wicked fun” today: Do you remember ever getting really “good” revenge on someone? 

OR: Tell about a grudge that you have held or once held for a long time. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 

Leviticus is the book of the laws and guidelines that God gave to the Hebrew people at the time of Moses. These 

laws went beyond the Ten Commandments, giving more specific directions about daily life. While, on one hand, 

setting very strict boundaries, they were also a gift that protected God’s Chosen People from dangers they had 

no way to know about. They also taught the people how to practice holy living. We will skip 15 verses between 

the 2 sections of this reading in order to connect the first 2 verses directly with the last 2. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud.  Try to hear it as a portion of a conversation, not as a scolding. 

1. Connecting verse 2 and verse 18, to be holy = ______________________________________. 

2. How might a person “incur sin” in the process of correcting another’s behavior? 

3. If a person has been wronged by someone, why is it equally wrong to take revenge or to hold a grudge – in 

God’s eyes? Isn’t it just a natural, human reaction to being hurt? 

4. No one can possibly be as holy as God is. What is verse 2 really saying? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

Have you noticed that we have not been reading every verse of St. Paul’s first letter to the Church at Corinth?  

We have occasionally skipped a few verses from where we stopped previously in order to read a section that fits 

better thematically with the First Reading and the Gospel reading. Here, Paul discusses what it means to be holy. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. Watch for parallels with the First Readings, as well as new insights. 

1. What do you think St. Paul meant by “become a fool, so as to become wise”? 

2. Do you see the connection between verse 16 and the First Reading?  

3. What does it mean to be “holy” according to these verses? How does one become holy in that sense? 

4. How do people show that they are temples of the Holy Spirit? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:38-48 

We continue reading from the teachings of Jesus that Matthew’s Gospel gathered as the Sermon on the Mount.  

The Jewish Law on revenge which Jesus quotes in this reading actually placed limits on the barbaric ways 

people in ancient times often took revenge. Jesus took the Jewish Law and fulfilled it, perfected it, by going to 

the heart of it: namely, God’s intent when He applied the law to daily living.  Sometimes we may find Jesus’ 

interpretations to be almost illogical by human standards, yet they are the way God relates in every situation. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Choose a word or phrase that stood out for you in this reading.  Share it. 

2. Comment on the difference between making no response to evil done to you and responding to evil as Jesus 

is outlining here? 

3. What does verse 45 say to those who think that God should, and will, reward good Christians with success 

in the dealings of this life (the so-called “Gospel of Prosperity)?   

4. If God treats the good and the bad the same way, why should anyone be “good”? 

5. Does Jesus speak foolishly with this teaching? Is it realistic or was he exaggerating just to make a point? 

6. “Perfect” in this context does not mean “having no flaws or weaknesses.” It refers to being completely 

merciful (see Luke 6:36) or “whole” in the way we relate to others. How is that similar to the meaning of 

“holy” in the First and Second Readings? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Can you point out ways that our own society fails to live out this Gospel and seems to think doing so is OK?  

How can we change some of those attitudes by applying these readings? 

2. Can you also point out ways in which our society does live out this Gospel’s teaching to some degree? 

3. Forgiveness is better than and more powerful than revenge. Explain this teaching of Jesus. 

4. Give an example of someone who (besides Jesus) has demonstrated for us that passive resistance is a 

powerful force that can lead to positive change? 

5. Mother Theresa said that perfection means recognizing Christ in the face of an enemy. Is that kind of 

perfection attainable? 

6. How do you try to practice “love your enemies”? Whom do you struggle most to love? 

7. Have you ever known someone who would not be considered smart, by worldly standards, but you found to 

be truly wise in spiritual matters? What have you tried to imitate from that person’s ways? 
 

Closing Prayer   

“Holy God, almighty Father, you revealed to us in the person of Jesus the meaning of true wisdom and genuine 

love.  Help us to be like him in our attitudes and in our actions.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, through the working of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


