
Bible Study 

The Solemnity of All Saints 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Today we rejoice, Lord God, in the holy men and women of every time 

and place, all of whom, after completing their time on earth, exist now for all eternity in the glorious bliss of the 

Divine Presence. May the loved ones whom we recall today open wide the door of Truth for us and show us 

how to follow them into everlasting life in heaven. We ask this through Jesus Christ who, with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, are one God forever. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Question 

1. What do you imagine heaven will be like? 

2. Who is one of the holiest persons you have ever had the privilege to know?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 

Some Church scholars identify the author of this letter as John the Apostle; others of equal reputation deny it is 

the apostle, saying this person may have been a disciple of the Apostle or he may simply have been another 

believer named John. Condemned for his Christian faith, the author was exiled to Patmos, a rocky island which 

the Romans had designated as a place of punishment for criminals. From exile this John wrote a letter to the 

Church which was experiencing an extended time of severe persecution in the Roman Empire. Using symbolic 

language and caricatures of their persecutors which would have been familiar to all Christians, he encouraged 

believers to remain faithful to their baptism; Jesus Christ had already secured a great reward for them in heaven.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud.  

1. What is everyone in doing in this vision of heaven? 

2. What kind of “seal” is being described in verses 2-4: a sea mammal, something for closing a container very 

tightly, a stamp for sealing the wax on a letter, or a symbol like the Seal of the United States? 

3. Think like a rancher: what does the marking with God’s seal indicate about the persons marked? 

4. If “twelve” symbolized the completeness of all 12 tribes of the original Chosen People of Israel, making it 

therefore symbol of completeness in general, what would “12x12,000” (144,000) symbolize here? (A clue is 

in verse 9.) 

5. What do the white robes show about those wearing them?  
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: The First Letter of Saint John 3:1-3 

The First Letter of Saint John was written to address certain false ideas that had arisen among some Christian 

communities. However, it is more of a love letter than it is a scolding. Many of John’s favorite truths from his 

Gospel are reiterated here in even simpler, clearer format. This reading contains one of those truths: God has a 

personal, unconditional love and vision for each person. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. In your own words, what does it mean to be a child of God? 

2. How did we become “children of God”? 

3. What is the very purpose for our creation, the destiny that God intended for all of his children? 

4. Which verse teaches that in heaven we will not have physical bodies as we have now, but we will still be the 

same person we are now? 

5. Which verse in this reading contains a hint that a persecution of the Church may have been occurring then? 

 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1-12a 

The reading of the Beatitudes, as presented in the Sermon on the Mount, has long been traditional on this feast 

day. For the same reason, this reading is also the first option among Gospel readings for a funeral: it describes 

the life of Christian disciples; it is a “recipe” for sainthood for ordinary people. The more fully we are able to 

embrace it in our own lives, the more we will be like those who have already been received into eternal life. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which would be your favorite beatitude? Why? 



2. “Poor in spirit” does not necessarily mean “material poverty.” What is the difference between being 

detached from material things and being poor? Can one be poor and still be attached to material things? Can 

one be wealthy and still be poor in spirit? 

3. In this case, “mercy” does not mean “forgiveness.” How can one be “merciful,” for example, to those in 

need?  

4. To be meek is to live with a sense of humble patience, not pushing others to get what one desires. Can you 

think of a single word from our time that means the same thing? 

5. How would you describe one who is “clean of heart”? 

6. “Righteousness” is choosing consistently to do the right thing, the just thing, in regards to God and to others. 

Give an example of how people still get persecuted for doing that? 

7. What is the difference between the 4th Beatitude and the 8th Beatitude? 

8. Is the final “blessed” a continuation of the 8th Beatitude, or is it really a “9th Beatitude”? Explain your 

opinion. 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. God gave the Ten Commandments to his people from Mount Sinai; Jesus, the Son of God, proclaimed the 

“new law” from a mount, actually a hill. Describe the difference in tone between the Beatitudes and the Ten 

Commandments. 

2. “Blessed” means “happy.” Reading over the Beatitudes once more, can you see how living each one brings 

happiness already in this life (as well as in eternal life)? 

3. Is it possible in this day and age to live faithfully all of the Beatitudes? Why or why not? 

4. Which of them do you feel you already live most faithfully? 

5. With which one do you seem to struggle the most? 

6. Resolve to remind yourself every day this week that you are a child of God, on a journey to heaven. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 

St. Joseph, pray for us. 

Saint Joachim and Saint Ann, grandparents of Jesus, pray for us. 

St. Elizabeth and Saint Zechariah, the parents of John the Baptist, pray for us. 

Saint John the Baptist, cousin of Jesus, pray for us. 

________________ (add the names of saints from your own family and friends; after each, say:) pray for us. 

All you holy men and women, saints of God, pray for us. 

(Sign of the Cross) 
 


