
Bible Study 

Third Sunday of Easter, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, during this joyful Easter season you give us the joy of 

recalling the rising of Christ to new life. May the words that we will read today and the thoughts that we share 

increase our awareness of the many blessings which you bestow on your daughters and sons adopted through 

Baptism. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. Reconciliation is definitely the theme of this Sunday’s readings. When or how did you perhaps experience   

reconciliation during the past week? 

2. We humans are notorious for holding on to hurts, grudges, and anger for long periods of time. Why do you 

think we do that, when reconciliation can feel so good? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts 3:13-14, 17-19 

To the people who frequented the temple in Jerusalem, Peter had been no one special, just one person from a 

small group that had followed a prophet who was now dead. However, that perspective changed once they 

witnessed the miraculous healing of a crippled man whom they had often supported with donations as he sat 

begging in the temple courtyard. As they gathered around Peter and John and the healed man, Peter simply 

asked them why they were staring in astonishment at them! (Doh!) And that is where this reading begins. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. You might want to back up to verse 11 to get a fuller context, and then read 

straight through to verse 19. 

1. Considering the harshness of Peter’s words, what sort of tone of voice must Peter have used that prevented 

the crowd from lynching him at once? (Care to try to imitate that tone while saying his words?) 

2. Besides being ignorant of Jesus’ true identity, of what other “obvious truth” was Peter saying that the 

gathered crowd was also ignorant? 

3. In light of what Peter said in verses 11-18, what is extraordinary about verse 19? 

4. When had Peter experienced repentance and forgiveness equally amazing? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 John 2:1-5a 

Chapter 1 of the First Letter of Saint John says that we must believe in Jesus as the Light. In Chapter 2 he goes 

on to say that faith must be exhibited by obeying the commandment to love. In other words, “right belief” and 

“right behavior” go hand-in-hand. When those two elements are consistent in our lives, they result in perfect 

union with God; and breaking that link results in what God calls “sin.” 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Is John suggesting in verse 1 that it is possible for a person never to sin? If not, what IS he saying? 

2. According to verse 2, which Person of the Blessed Trinity is offended by our sins? Can you explain how 

that might be a very appropriate way to view sin? 

3. If Jesus has already died as expiation for our sins and merited their forgiveness, how can God the Father be 

offended by them? Weren’t they already forgiven before we even committed them? (the key is “merited”) 

4. Would you say that Jesus’ death and resurrection are more like a guarantee or like a free pass to heaven? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 24:35-48 

Jesus revealed himself to 2 of his disciples on the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus. So excited were they to have 

recognized him in the breaking of the bread that they rushed back to the Upper Room to tell the apostles and 

other disciples there about it. Before they even finished, Jesus appeared in the middle of the group. This is now 

the third post-resurrection appearance, each time to a larger group of people – one, then two, now a room full. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. If this incident were to happen today, how might Jesus greet this group instead of “Peace be with you”? 

2. Speak a word or phrase that stands out for you in this reading 

3. Was the resurrected Jesus a wispy ghost? How can you tell? 

4. What did Jesus prove by eating the piece of fish? 



5. When Jesus pointed out to the disciples all of the references in the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) 

which the Messiah had to fulfill, how was he being very similar to what Peter did later in the First Reading? 

6. How does the last verse also connect with the First Reading? And the Second Reading?   

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. How are Jesus’ death and resurrection made present to us each Sunday (and most weekdays, if we can be 

present then too)? 

2. Have you ever been denied forgiveness by a person you had offended? How did you deal with that? 

3. Are any sins unforgiveable? What would prevent their forgiveness? 

4. How does keeping the Commandments help us to know Jesus better, to know the heart of Jesus? 

5. Do you feel like you are a witness of Jesus’ resurrection? If so, what responsibility comes with being a 

witness? 

6. Who has been a witness of Jesus’ presence for you? 

7. Is there someone who needs you to bring the presence of Jesus to him/her this week?  

 

Closing Prayer  

God of our ancestors and Lord of our lives, you glorified Jesus by raising him to new life on that greatest 

Sunday of all time. We proudly wear the mantle of witnesses to his mercy and justice. Continue to make perfect 

your love in us so that at the end of our lives, forgiven of all our sins, we might be counted as worthy by Him to 

sing your praises with all the angels and saints forever. We ask this in the name of our Crucified and Risen 

Savior, Jesus Christ, with the grace of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 


