
Bible Study 

Fourth Sunday of Easter, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, during this joyful Easter season you give us the joy of 

recalling the rising of Christ to new life. May the words that we read today and the thoughts that we share 

increase our awareness of the many blessings which you bestow on your daughters and sons adopted through 

Baptism. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. This Sunday is often called Good Shepherd Sunday because the Gospel reading proclaimed each year on 

this 4th Sunday of Easter focuses on Jesus as Shepherd. Share for a moment about one of the truly good 

pastors you have known. 

2. How has this person affected your faith journey? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts 4:8-12 

Peter and John had been arrested by temple leaders for preaching that merely speaking the name of the Risen 

Jesus healed a lifelong cripple who daily used to sit begging just outside the entrance to the temple. The next 

day Peter and John were brought before all of the gathered leaders, known as the Sanhedrin. When the elders 

demanded to know how such uneducated men could assume the right to teach about God, Peter gave this 

inspired response. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud.   

1. Go back and find the exact words that Peter and John used when healing the man. Did they give any 

impression that they as disciples had the power within themselves to perform miracles? 

2. Explain how an uneducated man like Peter was able to speak so eloquently in front of such an intimidating 

audience. 

3. When Peter says that “there is no salvation through anyone else” but Jesus, does he mean that only Jesus 

was capable of attaining the salvation of all, or does he mean that only Christians can get to heaven?  

4. Considering Peter’s behavior during the passion and then this bold speech, would you say that the Holy 

Spirit pushes or even forces us to do things? If not, what would you say the Holy Spirit does? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-2 

As we continue reading excerpts from Saint John’s first letter, we come to this passage, which has two primary 

points to make. The first is that we can all hope to be saints. The second is that, like those who do not believe in 

Jesus, it is possible that we might not even see ourselves as we truly are – the adopted children of God. The 

blindness of non-believers is understandable; the risk of not living up to our exalted calling is a grave error. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What might it feel like to be an adult who was baptized at the Easter Vigil and then hear these words today? 

2. According to verse 1, who first had the idea that we should be baptized in order to become children of God? 

3. And what motivated that person to call us into this special relationship? 

4. Is John telling us in this passage that Baptism guarantees us a place in heaven? If not, what does? 

5. Look carefully at the last sentence. What role will imitation have in our sanctity? Whom do you imitate? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 10:11-18 

Saint John’s Gospel tells the long story of the healing of a man who had been blind from birth. (We read it some 

years on the Fourth Sunday of Lent.) It happened on the Sabbath. This reading is part of a longer response that 

Jesus made afterward to the Pharisees who challenged the notion that a true prophet might perform such a 

“work” on the Lord’s Day. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which repeated words in this reading make it an appropriate choice for the Easter season? 

2. Who are the “hired hands” to whom Jesus refers in verse 12? 

3. And who, then, are the “other sheep” of whom Jesus speaks? 

4. If a good shepherd is not paid highly for his labor, why would he lay down his life for a bunch of animals? 

5. Is this a speech of condemnation or of gentle love?  



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. These readings are not solely about what a wonderful Redeemer Jesus is. What are the responsibilities of 

“good sheep” in this relationship of faith? 

2. Identify some of the difficult situations in our society; specifically, how might a disciple of Jesus respond 

appropriately to them?  

3. What do you feel like when you remind yourself that you are a child of God? 

4. A sheep responds only to the voice of his/her own shepherd. Is Jesus the only Shepherd to whose voice you 

respond, or are there other voices which also draw your attention? 

5. Have you ever felt moved to speak boldly about how Jesus Christ has affected your own life? 

6. How do you feel called to respond to these readings this week? 

 

Closing Prayer (an adaptation of Psalm 23) 

Lord Jesus, you are my shepherd; 

     I trust that I will never lack for anything that I need. 

You find comfortable places for me to rest,  

     and you refresh my soul with your living waters of love. 

You lead me only where I ought to go 

     and you never abandon me along the way, 

For you are truly the Good Shepherd. 
 

Even when my life is frightening and uncertain, I am not afraid, 

     for you give me courage. 

You spread a banquet table before me 

     and bid me to sit down and to enjoy your bounty. 

You honor me with perfumed oil 

     and you fill my cup with the best wine. 

I will honor you by leaving only goodness and kindness wherever I go, 

     and I am confident that I will dwell with you for all eternity. Amen. 

(Sign of the Cross) 


