
Bible Study 

Fifth Sunday of Easter, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, during this joyful Easter season we celebrate your gift of 

new life through the resurrection of Jesus, victorious over sin and death. May the words that we will read today 

and the thoughts that we will share increase our awareness of the many blessings which you bestow on your 

daughters and sons, adopted through Baptism. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. When did you experience the love of God this week? 

2. Did you also experience the guidance of the Holy Spirit? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts 9:26-31 

The early days of the Church were both dangerous and exciting. Many worked actively to limit or to eliminate 

this new sect that had arisen within Judaism. Before his conversion, even Saint Paul imprisoned and put to death 

those who preached Jesus as Messiah or as Son of God. The Hellenists were Greek-speaking Jews who believed 

in strict practice of Mosaic Law. As you read, watch for signs of the quiet working of the Holy Spirit, guiding 

and giving life to the new Church. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud.   

1. Why were the disciples in Jerusalem hesitant to accept Saul as a fellow believer? 

2. Barnabas was called “the son of encouragement.” Does his action in this story support that name? 

3. How did Barnabas prove that Saul could now be trusted by the Church he had persecuted? 

4. Point out the various incidents in this narrative where the Holy Spirit was guiding and giving life. 

5. With all these persecutions and debates, how could Saint Luke write that “the Church…was at peace”? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 John 3:18-24 

We skip forward a little from the end of last week’s Second Reading and come to this excerpt from Saint John’s 

first letter. He holds up for us the lofty vision of God as the model for our lives, while acknowledging at the 

same time that we sometimes struggle to live up to that ideal. Rather than scolding his readers for weakness, he 

encourages them to remember their true nature: adopted sons and daughters of God through rebirth in the waters 

of Baptism. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Would you say that Saint John thinks we are sinful people trying to be good, or that we are good people who 

sometimes sin? What is the difference between those two? Which do you say we are? 

2. Which 2 actions sum up all that God asks of us? And how does the Holy Spirit help us to do those things? 

3. What is the difference between loving “in word or speech” and loving “in deed and truth”? 

4. What does this reading say to those who teach that all we need to do to be saved is to profess our belief in 

Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives and accept Him as our Savior? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8 

For these last couple Sundays before the Solemnity of the Ascension we will read from Saint John’s account of 

Jesus’ “speech” to the disciples at the Last Supper. They are appropriate readings for the Easter season because 

they are focused on Jesus’ desires for his Church after his Resurrection and Ascension. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which word or phrase seems to you to have special meaning for the Church at this particular time? 

2. Which phrase ought to remind us not to decide that we have done enough and can now rest on the past good 

deeds that we have done as fruitful branches (“faithful disciples”)? 

3. How, according to Jesus, had God the Father already pruned the disciples?  

4. Thinking of a lush grape vine, what is the difference in substance between the vine and the branching limbs 

reaching out from it?  What does that imply about our relationship to Jesus? 

5. How will being in close union with Jesus affect what we ask of God and how God responds? 

6. How do Christians honor (“glorify”) God the best, according to this reading? 



Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. How is your attitude about the Christian life affected by knowing that God already loves you and thinks you 

are worthy of being called His adopted son or daughter? 

2. Do you have a conversion story of how God called you from a lukewarm or even hostile relationship with 

Him to one of discipleship? 

3. What are some of the obstacles that you encounter that make it hard to be as faithful to Jesus as you think 

you are called to be? 

4. If you were ever new in a Christian community, who was your “Barnabas” helping you earn trust and 

develop new friendships? 

5. Would it be fair to say that the only genuine Christian is the active Christian? Explain. 

6. How has God pruned you in order to make you capable of being a better witness and disciple? 

7. Can you identify other “dead wood” that God might still like to remove from your character? 

 

Closing Prayer  

O Lord our God, You are good and compassionate, guiding those who are humble, and who await your light and 

your truth. Come to us, and show us how to walk more faithfully the path of love that is discipleship. May we 

walk with humility, so that everything that we do gives glory to your Holy Name. We ask this in the name of 

your Son Jesus. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 

 


