
Bible Study 

Second Sunday of Easter, cycle B 

Divine Mercy Sunday  
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) Lord our God, we lift our hearts this day, rejoicing. You have given us a 

gift we could never have earned or deserved – the opportunity for eternal life in your presence. Let your Word 

turn our hearts toward you again this day and continue to mold us ever-more into the image of Christ. We give 

you glory: Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, one God who is unchanging for all eternity.  Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. What was one way that God made your life a little better this week? 

2. How or when did you show mercy this week? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35 

During the Easter season the First Reading is always taken from the Acts of the Apostles instead of from the 

Hebrew Scriptures of the Old Testament. Saint Luke wrote Acts as the sequel to his Gospel account, relating the 

experience of those early days of the Church. The verses chosen for today show us the “honeymoon” period of 

the new Church. Still alive were those who had walked with Jesus and heard him teach. Just to be community 

with them and to live in the full idealism of his teachings was exciting and hope-filled. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Look carefully at verse 32. What made it possible for the believers to share everything in common? 

2. Aelred Rosser wrote about this passage: “Justice is the inevitable result of Christian love.” Point out where 

you see justice being described in these verses. 

3. From where did the Apostles get the “power,” the attractiveness, with which they gave witness to the 

resurrection? 

4. Where in this account do you see evidence of divine mercy, which is the focus of this Sunday? 

5. What clue is there in the reading that the believers in Jesus expected him to return very soon for the Day of 

Judgment? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 

During the Easter Season in cycle B of the lectionary, the Second Reading is taken from the First Letter of Saint 

John. The letters of John develop further the theology, the understanding of God, which was presented in John’s 

Gospel. This particular reading has 4 sections, each one leading carefully to the next concept. The final point 

ties it all together: it is through the Holy Spirit that we are able to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What is the only thing required in order to become a child of God, according to Saint John? 

2. And how does one prove that his/her faith is genuine? 

3. Do these two points agree with what you learned growing up? 

4. In Saint John’s opinion, what makes it easy to keep God’s commandments? 

5. Which 2 incidents in Jesus’ life are referred to when John talks about “water and blood”? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 

It was evening of the first Easter Sunday. Jesus’ tomb was empty and his body was nowhere to be found. Mary 

of Magdala and 2 other disciples claimed to have seen him and spoken with him on the road to Emmaus, but 

none of the Apostles could confirm that. Fear and confusion reigned. What if the Roman soldiers or the temple 

leaders came now to arrest and kill the followers of Jesus? What was to happen now? And then – there he stood! 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Choose a word or phrase that stood out for you in this reading. 

2. Belief in ghosts was common at that time. Which words of Jesus were probably meant to put rest the 

possibility that the disciples might be seeing a ghost? 



3. In Saint John’s thinking, the moment described in verses 21-23 is when the 12 primary disciples became 

“apostles,” which in Greek means “those who are sent.” Which sacrament of the Church finds its origins in 

those verses? 

4. Did Thomas receive this same sacramental power (remember, he was not present)? 

5. How do you feel about Thomas’ comments about nail marks? 

6. Saint John’s Gospel was written roughly 70 years after Jesus’ death. What does that information add to your 

understanding of the last half of verse 29? 

7. Point out more than one example of, or reference to, mercy in this reading. 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Was there a time when you experienced doubts about God and/or the Church? Share if you can. Did you 

experience divine mercy in that portion of your life? 

2. Since you never knew Jesus during his life on this earth and never witnessed his miracles or heard his 

teaching, on what is your faith based? Why do you believe? 

3. Do you think that those who observe your life can tell that you are a disciple of Jesus? 

4. Referring to verse 5 of the First Reading, what does it mean to you to “conquer the world” and how do you 

attempt to do that? 

5. Do you see anything in these readings that support the Church’s teaching that baptism brings a 

responsibility to treat others with respect and justice? 

6. What could you do this week to bring your part of the world a little closer to the idealism depicted in the 

first reading? 
 

Closing Prayer (from the Chaplet of Divine Mercy) 

“Eternal Father, I offer to You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord 

Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have 

mercy on us and on the whole world. Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and 

on the whole world. Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole 

world." (Sign of the Cross) 


