
Bible Study  

Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord Jesus, you are Emmanuel, God with us – at this very time, in this 

very place, and for all eternity. You have called us to be your adopted sisters and brothers through the waters of 

Baptism. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we reflect now upon your words of love in Sacred Scripture. Help 

us learn how to live and to love as you did. We ask this of the Father in your name. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Was there a time recently when you felt particularly blessed or favored by God?  

2. How do you most often react to being told to change your behavior? 
 

Re-Connecting Questions: 

3. When did you feel God’s personal love for you this week? 

4. How do you understand the term “vocation” and what would you say is your vocation? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 

Chapters 42, 49, 50 and 52 each contain a “Servant of the Lord” prophecy. The precise identity of the servant is 

disputed by scholars. Some say the servant is the People of Israel, others that he is an ideal Israel at a time when 

people will live according to all God’s wishes, still others that he is the prophet himself or another prophet of the 

time who was known to the author. Christians see the words fulfilled even more perfectly by Jesus, the Son of 

God, sent to reveal God’s true nature to all people. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. You may include the omitted verse if you wish. 

1. Identify 4 actions that the servant will perform in fulfillment of God’s command. 

2. According to verse 1, what will make this prophet so effective, if his preaching is not some form of scolding 

or proclaiming from a public pulpit? 

3. Which words prophesy about the gentleness and mercy of Jesus Christ? 

4. Point to a phrase that could be interpreted as referring to the entire Hebrew people’s role in God’s plan. 

5. Do you see any type of calling (vocation) in this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Acts 10:34-38 

This reading tells about the culmination of an unusual calling for Saint Peter. In a vision God had instructed him 

to go to the house of a devout, Gentile centurion and to baptize him, his family, and his servant after teaching 

them about Jesus. Peter objected at first, because he thought Jesus’ call was only to Jews, but God made it clear 

that notion was incorrect. So Peter went and this is the beginning of his teaching to Cornelius’ household.  
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What is the “partiality” to which Peter refers in the first verse? 

2.  Out of all things we humans are capable of doing, what is most pleasing to God?  

3. Does it surprise you that that is more pleasing than prayer, or memorizing every theological fact, or even 

dying as a martyr? 

4. When did God anoint Jesus with power and the Holy Spirit? 

5. With whose vocation (calling) does this reading concern itself most? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17 

All 4 Gospels tell about the baptism of Jesus at the hand of John the Baptist, but Matthew’s account contains a 

couple unique details. A baptism of conversion was not unusual among wandering preachers at the time, so what 

John was doing was not unique. Often, after people had heard the call to conversion from a preacher, they would 

enter a body of water and the preacher would administer a baptism by immersion as a sign of each one’s desire 

to walk more faithfully in the covenant. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which sentence in this reading stood out for you today? 

2. Point out the clear sign of the Blessed Trinity in this reading 



3. In light of the commentary, explain why John objected to Jesus’ request to be baptized. 

4. Locate the words from Jesus mean, essentially, “It is the right thing to do in this situation.” 

5. Which phrase implies that John knew about Jesus’ calling as the long-awaited Messiah? 

6. Note: this does not mean that John was aware of Jesus additional identity as the Son of God. 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. The final words of the Gospel are repeated by God the Father during Jesus’ transfiguration. Could God also 

speak them over you? What would that feel like? 

2. In what ways is the Sacrament of Baptism more than a baptism of conversion? In other words, what does it 

accomplish for us that John’s baptism could never do for his followers? 

3. The Catholic Church in the United States observes National Vocations Awareness Week, beginning today. 

You have a vocation as a married person, a single person, a consecrated religious, a priest or a deacon. How 

did you know to which of those God was calling you? Did you even consider any of the others? 

4. You also have a vocation in the sense that your work is a calling, even volunteer efforts. What sort of inner 

calling guided you to that way of serving God? 

5. Discuss how your state of life (question 3) and your occupation (question 4) has made you a better person 

and at the same time made life better for others as well. 

6. Is there any way that you would like to fulfill your vocation even better? 

 

Closing Prayer  

Father in heaven, you have always called your children to serve you in holiness and in charity. Grant that we, 

your beloved sons and daughters, might be attuned to the voice of your Holy Spirit guiding us along the 

pathways of life, even when the calling must change. Bless your servants in ministry with happiness and 

fulfillment. Bless all married and engaged couples with a love that continues to grow deeper and to shine out to 

the world. Bless all single people with peace and joy, and with generous hearts. Call us all one day to sing your 

praises in heaven. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


