
Bible Study 

The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord Jesus, you are Emmanuel, God with us – at this very time, in 

this very place, and for all eternity. You have called us to be your adopted sisters and brothers through the 

waters of Baptism. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we reflect now upon your words of love in Sacred 

Scripture. Help us learn how to live and to love as you did. We ask this of the Father in your name. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. When did you feel God’s personal love for you this week? 

2. How do you understand the term “vocation” and what would you say is your vocation? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

In 597 BC the powerful armies of the Babylonians captured the “southern kingdom” (Judah) and took all 

potential leaders into exile in their capital city of Babylon. As the exile dragged on for nearly 60 years, Isaiah 

was called by God to proclaim good news to his despairing people: the exile is nearly over. Soon those left 

behind, mostly the poor and the farmers, would begin to welcome their countrymen back home. The words 

of the prophecy fit equally well for the early Church whose Jewish Christians who had waited some 4000 

years for the arrival of the promised Messiah. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud; including the omitted verses might add clarity. 

1. Who is being addressed in the prophecy – the people in exile or the people left behind? 

2. In the view of the prophet and of the Jewish people, why had they been conquered by the Babylonians? 

3. How were those left behind supposed to try to make the return trip easier for the exiles? 

4. How would this event proclaim the glory of God? 

5. What do you see as the connection between this reading and the feast we celebrate this Sunday? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 

Notice that this reading omits the last verse of chapter 2 and the first three verses of chapter 3 of St. Paul’s 

letter to his dear friend Titus, a Gentile Christian who had been given the task of developing the Church on 

the island nation of Crete. Before, after, and in the omitted verses St. Paul discusses the conduct that Titus 

should be teaching to the new Christians there. What remains in this reading is the heart of the Good News 

about salvation that Saint Paul preached wherever he went. This “heart” of the letter presents the reasons 

behind the behavior of Christians, which many times was quite different from that of their neighbors. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud.  

1. “Grace” means “gift of God.” According to verses 11-14, what was and is God’s gift to us? 

2. Who was saved by the death and resurrection of Jesus, according to these verses? 

3. Why would God feel a need to send the gift of salvation to those to whom he had already given life? 

4. How does one live temperately? 

5. What kinds of actions make up living “justly and devoutly”? 

6. What is the motivation to live “temperately, justly, and devoutly” for a person who is already saved by 

the grace of God? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

This Gospel reading is a continuation of the one we heard on the Third Sunday of Advent. In fact, it repeats 2 

verses from that reading in order to provide a neat transition to the story of Jesus’ baptism. Baptism with 

water was common among prophets who called people to turn from a life of sin and to rise from the water as 

a new person. Jesus, obviously, did not need to turn away from a life of sin. However, he seems to have 

sensed that he was about to begin a new phase of life and chose to mark that by asking John to baptize him.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Speak the word or phrase that stands out for you today in this Gospel. 

2. Which 2 actions in this Gospel reading are reflected in the reading from Titus (verses 4-7)? 



3. What led many people to think that perhaps John the Baptist might be the Promised Messiah? 

4. With which example does John liken himself to a slave when his status is compared to that of Jesus? 

5. How was Jesus’ baptism different from that of the others who came forward that day? 

6. Point out the signs of the Trinity in this reading! 

7. Do you remember when the last words of verse 22 are repeated, almost word for word, in the Gospels? 

(see Matthew 17 or Luke 9) 
  

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. In what ways are you called to be like John the Baptist in the Gospel reading or the residents of 

Jerusalem in the First Reading? 

2. Baptism is supposed to signify a dying to a former way of life and a coming forward to begin a new way 

of life. How was your baptism just that, especially if you were baptized as a child? 

3. The Church teaches that Baptism is more than a blessing or a ceremony of dedication; the pouring of the 

water and the proclaiming the Trinitarian formula cause an actual change in us and in our relationship 

with God (which is the essence of every sacrament). What are the changes that occur in us and in our 

relationship with God when we are baptized? 

4. Have you ever experienced the feeling that you too are His beloved child and that God is truly pleased 

with you too? 

5. How do you consciously try to live like a child of God? 

6. Can you figure out why the U.S. Catholic bishops would have chosen this Sunday as the beginning of 

National Vocations Awareness Week? 
 

Closing Prayer  

“Holy God, we are unworthy to be called your daughters and sons; yet by your grace that is what we became 

on the day of our Baptism. We humbly praise you for your kindness and mercy. Fill us with the grace of your 

Holy Spirit so that we might live more temperately, more justly, and more devoutly, and give constant glory 

to you by our example of life. We ask this through your Beloved Son to whose words we have listened today, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Brother.  Amen.” 


