
Bible Study 

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord Jesus, you reign as King over all hearts who invite you to occupy 

their thoughts and emotions; you reign through love and compassion, not through fear and control. Reveal to us 

this day new aspects of your unfathomable greatness and increase our love for you. For you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit as One God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. What does it mean for a person to say that Jesus is King and Lord of his/her life? 

2. Tell about a time recently when you deliberately reached out to someone as Jesus would have? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-3 

We call Jesus “Messiah” and “Christ,” titles which mean “the anointed one” in Hebrew and Greek respectively. 

The installation of a king or prophet in ancient Biblical times included an anointing, pouring a bottle of oil over 

the head as a sign of a God-given role of leadership. The incident which we are about to read took place after 

King David had reunited the descendants of the 12 tribes of Abraham as a single nation. Descendants of King 

David sat on the throne of Israel until the Great Exile, but never after their return. Still, the Jewish people 

believed that one day God would send someone from that bloodline to rescue them from the foreign powers that 

always seemed to control their lives from that time on. Jesus was a descendant of David’s line, but a very 

different kind of savior. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud.  

1. Does your Bible have a map that shows the location of Hebron? Was it in the north or the south? 

2. Look at 2 Samuel 2:1. Over which tribe was David already king before the incident in this reading? 

3. “Bone” in this context symbolizes “strength,” while “flesh” refers to weakness.” What are the people 

symbolically saying to David? 

4. The people call King David a shepherd. In what ways would a good king be like a good shepherd? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Colossians 1:12-20 

Saint Paul’s colleague Epaphras evangelized the people of Colossae, preached the Gospel to them, and brought 

them into the faith. When Saint Paul heard of the depth of their acceptance, he wrote this letter to encourage 

them and to affirm what they had been taught. This beautiful section of the letter is so poetic that it could have 

been a hymn – and some scholars think it was. It attempts to capture something of the marvelous mystery of the 

Divine Christ – his timelessness, his power, his majesty, and the gentle compassion of his humanity.  
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Try to identify the 10 attributes of Jesus Christ that are named in this short reading. 

2. Which words in verse 13 mean the same thing as “made you fit”? 

3. What are thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers? And what is their connection to Jesus? 

4. Which phrase teaches that those who died before Jesus’ death and resurrection were also redeemed (since 

there is no “time” in eternity), just like those of us who have lived after Him? 

5. What do you see in this reading as appropriate for celebrating Jesus as “King of the Universe? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 23:35-43 

There is so much irony in our calling Jesus our “King,” especially in this scene. He was abandoned by his own 

subjects and tortured by those he had given life, yet he forgave them. He reigned from a cross, not from a 

throne. He saved his people by dying for them. He even refused the “pain reliever” that was offered to him on a 

reed, as was often done to for those being crucified. Like a true sacrificial lamb in Jewish worship, he accepted 

the sufferings inflicted on him because he loved those he had come to save. Because of all that, Jesus is our 

King, the one to whom we pledge our allegiance and whom we follow as Lord and Master. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Does this reading make you feel proud or does it raise other feelings? 

2. The “rulers” in verse 35 are not the Roman officials; who are they? 

3. Name three other groups of people were also present at the foot of the cross. 



4. If the criminal had done something to deserve his punishment, how could he join Jesus in paradise that day? 

5. Two other unlikely witnesses to the crucifixion, in addition to the “good” criminal, also testified to Jesus’ 

innocence. Find them in Luke 23:14 and Luke 23:47.  

6. Which 3 titles given to Jesus in this reading, although spoken in ridicule, were really theologically correct? 

7. This might seem like an odd Gospel reading for celebrating Jesus as King. Explain as best you can how this 

selection depicts Jesus as King. 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. To help us understand the unique kingship that Jesus exercises, let’s consider these factors: 

a. Earthly kings rule over a specific piece of geography; what is Jesus domain? 

b. Earthly kings live in palaces or castles; where does Jesus dwell? 

c. Earthly kings wear a jeweled crown on official occasions; what was Jesus’ crown? 

d. Earthly kings wear royal vestments; what were the “royal” vestments that Jesus wore? 

e. Earthly kings have armies, servants, and subjects; who are Jesus’ armies, servants, and subjects? 

f. Earthly kings have a fear of being overthrown by someone who desires their power and honor; who or 

what seeks to overthrow Jesus’ kingship? 

2. How many ways can you list, in which Jesus fulfills the various obligations of a king? 

3. This liturgical feast was not celebrated universally until 1925 and was moved to its present location in the 

liturgical calendar in 1970. In what ways is it more appropriate to celebrate Jesus Christ as King of the 

Universe at the end of the liturgical year, as we do now, rather than at any other time during the year? 

4. Inviting Jesus to be King and Lord of our own lives is crucial to being a true disciple. Do you have a way of 

reminding yourself occasionally that you have invited Christ to be the one who directs your life? 

5. Why do you think some people (many people?) resist the invitation to allow Jesus to be Lord of their lives, 

or do so half-heartedly and only over specific aspects of their lives? 

6. All of us share in some way in the servant-leadership of Jesus. What authority or leadership has been 

entrusted to you and how do you attempt to carry out that responsibility in Jesus’ spirit? 

 

Closing Prayer  

Lord Jesus, the Word which God the Father merely spoke in order to bring into being the entire universe, we 

praise and glorify your holy name. We exalt you as the Love who could only act in love, even as you were being 

put to death by those who feared such strength. We honor you this day as King of the Universe and as King of 

our hearts. To you we pledge our allegiance, today and every day of our lives, until you bring us one day to be 

with you in paradise for ever. Amen.  


