
Bible Study 

Easter Sunday, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “This is the day the Lord has made, alleluia!  Let us be glad and rejoice, 
alleluia, as we give glory to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the one-God-in-Three-Persons who is 

unchanging for all eternity. Amen. Alleluia!” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. What is your earliest memory of Easter? 
2. Why do you think the Church insists that the Easter Triduum/Easter Sunday celebration is the most 

important of the entire year? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 10:34b, 37-43 

Cornelius was not Jewish; he was an officer in the Roman army which occupied Israel at that time. However, 
Saint Luke says he was “devout and God-fearing, along with his whole household, who used to give alms 

generously to the Jewish people and pray to God constantly.” God spoke to Peter in a vision, sending him to the 

house of Cornelius to baptize everyone there. What we are about to hear is Peter’s instruction to them about 
Jesus, in whom they were about to be baptized. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud, including the omitted verses 35 and 36. 

1. According to Peter’s teaching, who may be admitted for Baptism? 

2. Identify the 6 moments or acts in Jesus’ time on earth that Peter lists as most significant. 

3. “Peace,” in the Jewish understanding, meant an inner joy and strength that came from being connected to or 
filled by God’s Spirit. How did Jesus attempt to make that kind of peace a greater reality in the lives of 

those to whom he preached? 

4. Identify the connection between Easter Sunday and Baptism – hence, the reason to proclaim this reading. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 

Colossae was a city in what is now western Turkey.  It was an inland city, just to the east of the vibrant seaport 

at Ephesus. Saint Paul was contacted by members of the church community after new teachers had begun urging 

the young Christian community there to adopt certain additional teachings, which were not in accord with what 
they had originally been taught about the faith. Saint Paul went there and later wrote them this letter, reminding 

them of what they had been taught in the first place and urging them to remain faithful to the truth about Jesus. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. In what sense were the Christians at Colossae “raised with Christ,” if they had grown up as pagans? 
2. Which short phrase means that we Christians try to live in such a way that those who see us, see Christ? 

3. Identify the phrase means “remember what you were taught and what you believe, and don’t hang on to the 

pagan beliefs that you used to hold.” 

4. Find the phrase which teaches that Jesus will come again on the last day to judge all people and to take his 
faithful disciples to heaven with him forever. 

 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 20:1-9 

According to the Gospels, Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of the apostle James “the Lesser,” Salome (or 
Johanna), John the apostle and Simon Peter are the only disciples to visit the tomb of Jesus on that Easter day. 

John’s Gospel also relates that Mary the Magdalen was the first to see Jesus after the resurrection. Essentially, 

John tells about the morning of the resurrection through the words of this Mary, who had faithfully stood with 

him and the Blessed Virgin at the foot of the cross. Read it slowly and try to get in touch with the emotions of 
those involved. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Repeat a line from this reading that gives you joy. 

2. Name the various emotions that appear to be felt at different points in the reading.  
3. Who had removed the stone from the entrance to the tomb? (if you need a hint, see Matthew 28:2) 

4. Who did Mary think had removed the stone from the entrance; in other words, who is the “they”? (a hint is 

found in Matthew 27:66) 



5. In what way did Mary Magdalen evangelize by telling someone that Jesus was no longer dead? 

6. In your opinion, what might be the reason Jesus’ mother didn’t go with the others to the tomb that morning? 
7. What do you think was the mood of Salome, Mary, Peter and John as they returned to the upper room where 

the others were gathered? 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. If you had been Mary, Mary Magdalen, Peter or John, how do you think you would have reacted to the 
discoveries of Easter morning? 

2. Since you probably never visited the empty tomb where Jesus had been laid, what is the basis for your own 

belief in Jesus as the crucified and risen Son of God? 
3. Would your life be any different if you did not hold this belief? In what ways? 

4. How do you try to let your lifestyle and actions proclaim to others what you believe? 

5. We are all called to be evangelizers like the men and women in today’s readings. Do you know anyone who 

believes – or believes more strongly – because of how you have lived? 
6. What would you like to do during these 7 weeks of Easter to show your joy and gratitude for the gift of 

redemption, won for you by Jesus Christ? 
 

Closing Prayer  

“God our Father, we praise you with our whole heart and soul; for when you raised Christ your Son from death, 
you conquered the power of death and gave us the possibility of sharing eternal life with Him. Let our 

celebration of your victory of salvation raise our spirits and renew our lives by the Spirit that is within us. We 

ask this through the same Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Savior. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


