
Bible Study 

Easter Sunday, cycle b 
 

Opening Prayer: “This is the day the Lord has made, alleluia! Let us be glad and rejoice in it, alleluia; as we 

give glory (making the Sign of the Cross) to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; to the one-God-in-Three-

Persons who is unchanging for all eternity. Amen. Alleluia!” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. How are you observing Holy Week this year, in preparation for Easter? 

2. How did you learn about Jesus? And at about what age did he become “real” and personal to you? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 10:34b, 37-43 

God spoke to Peter in a vision, sending him to the house of Cornelius to baptize everyone there. Now, Cornelius 

was not a Jew; he was an officer in the Roman army, a portion of which was stationed in Jerusalem at the time. 

However he believed in God, according to Saint Luke’s words at the beginning of this chapter, and tried to live  

a God-fearing life. In this reading we become privy to the first-ever pre-Baptism “class.” 
 

Read the First Reading aloud, including the omitted verses 35 and 36 for fullness. 

1. List the various words that Peter used to describe Jesus. 

2. Which phrase would have indicated to the listeners that Jesus was divine? 

3. What does Peter mean with he says that all the prophets “bear witness” to Jesus? 

4. What does Peter say will happen to Cornelius’ family and servants when they are baptized? 

5. Make the connection! If Cornelius and his family already believed in God, why would Peter teach them 

about Jesus? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 

Two options are given for the Second Reading on Easter Sunday; since we reflected on the first option last year, 

we will take the second option this year. As you read Saint Paul’s words, remember that Corinth was a large 

seaport city, widely known for the amount of immoral activity that was common in seaports at that time: lying, 

cheating, sexual activity, drunkenness, fighting, and worship of false gods. Before converting to Christianity, 

many of these people would have likely participated to some degree in some of that activity, thinking that it was 

“normal.” Paul reminded them that followers of Jesus could not participate even a little in that kind of activity. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What does yeast add to a batch of dough? How does it affect the rest of the ingredients? 

2. So, then, what is the “old yeast” that Paul says must be completely removed from the dough of their lives? 

3. In the Jewish calendar, Passover is followed immediately (the next morning!) by the Feast of the 

Unleavened Bread. All leavened bread is removed from the house in preparation for the feasts, and the 

Passover Meal is eaten with unleavened bread, a practice which continues for 7 days afterwards. What or 

when was our personal Passover? What was to have been removed from our lives in our “Passover”? 

4. If our lives are like unleavened bread now, how will they be characterized? (see verse 8) 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 20:1-9 

Jesus had been buried hastily, since the sun had already begun to set on Good Friday, marking the beginning of 

the Sabbath, 24 hours when no work could be done. Therefore, some 36 hours later, Mary of Magdala went with 

spices to the tomb in order that she might complete the customary rituals for burial of a loved one. The other 3 

Gospels tell us that she did not go alone; Jesus’ aunt, who was also named Mary (the wife of Alpheus), and a 

friend named Salome went with her. John probably omitted that detail because of the incident that follows this 

Gospel reading. Still, we see that Jesus’ first appearance after his resurrection was to this dear, faithful disciple. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. There are several intriguing, small details in this story by John. Choose one that you like. 

2. Who was “the other disciple whom Jesus loved”? 

3. What did Mary think had happened to Jesus’ body? On what basis did she reach that conclusion? 



4. What sign would Peter discover which would have proved Mary Magdalen’s thought rather unlikely? 

5. Why do you think John waited for Peter to catch up and allowed Peter to enter the tomb first? 

6. What is the difference between the disciples believing and their understanding? 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. No other human being has ever risen from the dead by his or her own power. On what basis do you believe 

that Jesus did it? 

2. When you must speak about your faith, do you feel superior in some way because of it? How can one speak 

of our faith confidently (like Peter) without coming across as being arrogant? 

3. After studying these readings, which do you think the Church says is more important for a person about to 

be baptized – to believe in Jesus as Son of God who died and rose for us, or to know what will happen to 

that person when the water is poured? 

4. The Church teaches that, when a person is baptized, several changes do take place. Look in the 3 readings to 

see how many of the points listed below you can find there in some form: 

a. We are freed from the influence of original sin which already existed in the world when we were born 

into it. 

b. All sins that we may have committed are forgiven. 

c. We become adopted children of God. 

d. We become members of the Church founded by Jesus Christ. 

e. God’s Holy Spirit enters us in order to help us live as Jesus did. 

f. We are sent “on mission” to make the Kingdom of God present wherever we go. 
 

Closing Prayer  

Lord our God, we lift our hearts this day, rejoicing.  You have given us a gift we could never have earned or 

deserved – eternal life in your presence, if we accept it, and the grace of your Spirit to help us attain it. Let your 

Word turn our hearts toward you again this day and continue to mold us ever-more into your image. We give 

you glory: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God who is unchanging for all eternity.  Amen.” (Sign of the Cross) 


