
Bible Study 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; you alone are the source of wisdom.  

Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of your 

goodness, as you lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focus Questions 

1. When did you feel the spirit of God calling or pushing you to do some particular thing this week? 

2. And how did you react? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 

In the First Reading of last Sunday we heard about the call of the prophet Jeremiah. This week we hear God’s 

calling of the prophet Isaiah. His call began with an amazing vision of the heavenly throne. Seraphim are one of 

the nine classes of angels identified in the Bible. Their name means “fiery beings” and they are often depicted as 

servants of God having fiery, human-like form, but with wings. Their role is to sing God’s praises. Isaiah was 

shaken because his spiritual tradition taught that anyone who looked upon the image of God would die. Note: 

the altar mentioned here was the one in the Jerusalem temple on which sacrifices were offered to God. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. Although the final half of verse 2 is omitted in this reading, you might wish to 

include it for the sake of completeness. 

1. Point out two images that depict the power and grandeur of God. 

2. Cite 2 things that the seraphim in this vision do in service to God.  

3. Why might God reveal this vision to Isaiah as part of his calling?  

4. What, in Isaiah’s thinking, made him unworthy to be God’s spokesperson? How did God deal with that? 

5. What does this tell us about God (in relation to ourselves)? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Dwelling in the midst of Corinth’s immoral climate, the young Christian community there struggled to live up to 

their Baptismal call from the Gospel. There were significant divisions within the community as well. This final 

chapter of Saint Paul’s first letter to them summarizes the truths and the ideals which they were to strive to 

attain. Notice how closely he associates the word “gospel” with “faith.” In other letters he emphasized that we 

are saved solely by faith in Jesus Christ. Saint Paul knew that the Gospel is not just a nice story; it contains the 

truth that leads to a saving relationship, a faith. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What does Saint Paul mean when he says that he was “born abnormally”? 

2. What made him unworthy to be called an apostle and what changed that? Compare that to Isaiah’s story. 

3. How did the Corinthians first respond to Saint Paul’s teaching of the Gospel? 

4. Does he present salvation as a one-time occurrence or as something else? 

5. How closely does this summary of the Gospel (verses 3-7) parallel what we proclaim in the Apostles Creed? 

6. What is the role of good preaching and teaching in the formation of one’s faith? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 5:1-11 

This week we take a jump forward in time from last week’s Gospel reading. After being rejected by the people 

of his hometown, Nazareth, Jesus went back to Capernaum, a town on the north end of the Sea of Galilee which 

became his “home base.” It was also the hometown of several of those who would become apostles. There he 

continued teaching, both in the synagogue and in public places, and he healed many people of their illnesses. 

Today’s reading finds him in Gennesaret, a town 7 or 8 miles southwest of Capernaum, also on the sea.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which word or phrase especially caught your attention in this reading? 

2. If the crowd around him was quite large, what advantage would Jesus have had in speaking to them from a 

boat just offshore? (Think of your own experience of being in a boat and hearing others’ voices.) 

3. Explain the unusual nature of Jesus’ suggestion that the fishermen go back out for a catch at mid-day? 



4. What similarity do you see between Peter’s reaction to Jesus’ miracle and Isaiah’s reaction to the heavenly 

vision? 

5. Commercial fishing is rarely an occupation that one carries out alone. What sign is there in this Gospel that 

preaching the Gospel, “fishing for men,” is also not a solitary role? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Who is your partner (or who are your partners) in discipleship? 

2. God frequently defies human logic. He called Isaiah, a sinful man, to be his prophet; he gathered uneducated 

fisherman to be his first apostles; he called Paul, a persecutor of the Church, to bring the Church to Gentile 

peoples. Have you ever felt completely unworthy to be a messenger for God or a disciple of Jesus? 

3. Isaiah, Paul, and the apostles all suffered both ridicule and physical abuse for doing what God asked of 

them. How ready are you to suffer physical or emotional abuse for being a faithful Christian? 

4. How well does Saint Paul’s statement, “By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace to me has not 

been ineffective,” apply to your life thus far? 

5. Has God ever asked you to do something that defied logic? How did you respond? 

6. Sometimes God’s calling is only temporary, not for the rest of one’s life. What might God be asking you to 

do in his name this week? 
 

Closing Prayer 

Jesus, you are my Savior, my Redeemer. All the angels and saints in heaven never cease to praise you, for you 

alone are holy. You are also my Lord, my Master; make me worthy to serve you. Whatever you ask of me I will 

do to the best of my ability. Send your Holy Spirit upon me again this day to empower me with the gifts that I 

will need to respond to your call with faithfulness and effectiveness. I humbly ask this in your holy name. 

Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


