
Bible Study 

Second Sunday of Lent, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Holy God, when we were baptized, you entered into a holy covenant 

with each of us. We became your adopted sons and daughters; you will be our only God. Open our ears once 

again to hear your words of love, our hearts to receive them, and our wills to put them into practice daily. We 

ask this in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
 

Questions before the readings 

1. How are you doing so far with your Lenten disciplines?  

2. Recall for a minute a time when you felt extremely close to God, when God’s presence seemed to be almost 

tangible. Tell about it, if you can. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 

God called Abraham and Sarah into a unique covenant relationship with him. Even though they were elderly, 

nomadic herdsmen, God promised that if they were faithful to worshipping only him, he would bless them with 

land, prosperity, and offspring. They endured 10 trials to test their faithfulness, and received in return seven 

blessings from God. This testing, the most difficult of the trials, is followed by God’s greatest promise. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. If you want the full effect of the story, include the verses omitted above. 

1. Although many pagan cultures around them practiced human sacrifice, Abraham’s family did not. How did 

Abraham react to God’s direction that Abraham should sacrifice his and Sarah’s only son? 

2. Abraham offered the ram in place of Isaac. Why did he need to offer any kind of sacrifice at all? In other 

words, what is the meaning of a sacrifice and why is it important in one’s faith life? 

3. Find and read aloud the verses which are God’s promise for Abraham’s faithfulness. 

4. In what ways is Isaac in this reading a fitting foreshadowing of Jesus? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Romans 8:31b-34 

The young Christian community in Rome struggled greatly due to persecution from the pagan emperors and the 

pressure of their society to compromise their beliefs by participating in various immoral practices, as they did 

before they came to believe in Jesus Christ. Chapter 8 of Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans encourages them – 

and us – to remain steadfast in the faith. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What is the obvious answer to the rhetorical questions in verses 31b and 33? 

2. What might be included in the “everything” (verse 32) that God provides to those who are persecuted?  

3. The Roman emperors DID charge Christians with crimes against the government and put many to death; 

what sort of condemnation, then, is Saint Paul telling the Church to be more concerned about? 

4. The last verse does not present Jesus Christ as the answer to those rhetorical questions. Be careful not to 

misread that! Rather, what does Jesus’ death and resurrection prove to those who fear the suffering of their 

persecution? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 9:2-10 

The First Sunday of Lent each year presents us with Jesus’ time in the desert before beginning his ministry. 

Likewise, the Second Sunday of Lent each year presents the story of Jesus’ transfiguration. Jesus was revealed 

to the 3 apostles as the glorified Son of God, the Beloved Son, the Only Son of the Father. Since the 

transfiguration happened immediately before Jesus began preparing the apostles for his death and resurrection, 

God surely intended the experience to strengthen their faith in the face of such devastating trial. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Do you recall any other times when Jesus allowed only Peter, James, and John to share in an experience of 

his power and glory?  

2. A fuller was a person who cleaned and whitened wool, and fluffed the fibers to make them more “full” or 

bulky before being made into cloth. Does that little detail in the Gospel story tell us something about Jesus’ 

appearance while being transfigured? 



3. Elijah represented all the great prophets in Jewish tradition and God’s word that came to His people in 

prophecies; which part of their religious tradition did Moses represent? 

4. Why do you think Peter wanted to put up tents for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah? 

5. This is the second time the Father called Jesus his “beloved Son;” when was the first? (Hint: water) 

6. How would this experience have helped the Apostles during Jesus’ torture and death? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. How should faith-filled Christians react to difficult times in their lives? 

2. Complete this sentence: “Into the life of every disciple will come a Good Friday; don’t forget that it will 

always be followed by an ____________  _________________.” 

3. Have you ever had an experience that strongly tested your faith in God?  

4. During that difficult time, which memory from your past gave you encouragement or strength? 

fHow do difficult times change us? 

5. What could you do this week to transform some little corner of your world? 
 

Closing Prayer  

Spirit of God, descend upon me again today. Fill my mind with the clarity of your light; sustain me in times of 

difficulty; fill my heart with your love and my soul with a longing for your glory; strengthen my resolve to be a 

revelation your presence to every person that I encounter. I pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, my Savior and 

my Lord. Amen.  (Sign of the Cross) 


