
Bible Study 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; you alone are the source of wisdom.  

Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of your 

goodness, as you lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Can you recall a time this past week when God asked you to share your joy with someone in particular? 

2. Were you ever present at a wedding which struck you as tremendously holy and joyful? Name one or more 

details that stay in your memory. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5 

This portion of the Book of Isaiah was addressed to the Lord’s people after their return from exile. They were 

not to keep their good news to themselves, but to become a living witness to God’s mercy and goodness. The 

prophet told them that, renewed in their faith, they were worthy of being the Bride of the Lord, a symbol of 

God’s love for his people just as every married couple is also supposed to be a symbol of God’s love for all. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Who is the “I” speaking in this reading – the prophet or the Lord? 

2. To be vindicated is to be proven correct or innocent, to be returned to good standing. From what had the 

Jewish people been vindicated? 

3. Were the people vindicated by God’s forgiveness or by the discovery that God had been wrong in choosing 

to punish them for infidelity to the covenant? 

4. Four times in the reading the prophet proclaims that God loved the Jewish people with a special affection. 

Point out each of those 4 times. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

Today we begin a series of readings from Saint Paul’s first letter to the Church at Corinth, a series that will 

continue until Ash Wednesday. Today’s reading is from the most famous part of that letter, the part where Saint 

Paul explains the unity of the Body of Christ and the essential nature of each person’s gifts in the wholeness of 

the entire Body, the Church. He also stresses that every gift is intended to contribute to the good of the whole. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Point out the reference to the Holy Trinity in the first verse of the reading. 

2. Every spiritual gift reveals its source, which is the same for all of them: the _________ ____________. 

3. Why isn’t every person given the same spiritual gifts in the same degree? 

4. In this reading Saint Paul named 4 gifts which we don’t usually see in a listing of the Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit. Explain what each of these gifts does: mighty deeds, prophecy, discernment of spirits, and tongues? 

5. These gifts are not the “traditional” 7 Gifts of the Holy Spirit; yet each one is a form of one of those 7 gifts: 

wisdom, understanding, knowledge, counsel (right judgment), fortitude (courage), piety (reverence), and 

fear of the Lord (wonder and awe). Try to match each gift in St. Paul’s list with one of those 7. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 2:1-11 

Once every 3 years we hear the story of the wedding in Cana. It is told only in the Saint John’s Gospel. Some 

theologians point to this story as the first time in the Gospels when Jesus affirmed the holy covenant that God 

intended every marriage to be. By the way, Jesus is not being disrespectful or aloof in addressing his mother as 

“Woman.” That was the proper, respectful way that a man was supposed to speak to his mother in public. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Read aloud a favorite word or a phrase from this reading. 

2. Who brought the need for more wine to Jesus’ attention? Do you know of any other time that this person 

asked Jesus to perform a miracle? Is that significant? 

3. How many gallons of wine did Jesus create? (It is a lot!) 

4. Which detail points to the abundance of God’s goodness? 

5. What was the ultimate outcome of Jesus’ miracle at Cana? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Some theologians say that the Holy Eucharist was foreshadowed in the miracle at Cana. Can you explain 

what they might mean? 

2. Which 2 of the spiritual gifts listed in the Second Reading need to be present in a relationship in order for it 

to be a holy, happy marriage? 

3. Were you ever present at a wedding that did not seem like a holy event? What was wrong or missing? 

4. What does it take to have a happy marriage? 

5. What does it take to have a holy marriage? (It’s not the same as #4!) 

6. What can middle-aged and older adults do to help young people to have holy, happy marriages? 

7. Is there something you could do this week to affirm to support someone in their marriage? 

 

Closing Prayer (adapted from the Opening Prayer at a wedding Mass) 

“Holy and eternal God, you have made the bond of marriage a holy mystery, a symbol of Christ’s love for his 

Church. Hear our prayers now for all married and engaged couples. May the love that they have pledged in faith 

continue to grow, and may their lives always bear witness to the reality of Your love for all people. We ask this 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


