
Bible Study 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle b 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you, for you alone are the source of 

wisdom. Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of 

your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. Can you recall a time this week when you felt God was asking you to do something specific? 

2. What is your normal reaction when someone tells you to change your attitude or your behavior? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The Book of Jonah is a parable, a story that teaches a lesson. It was written about 500 BC. Most Scripture 

scholars agree that Jonah was not a historical person, merely a character in this particular story. In the story a 

good Jew named Jonah was sent to the capital city of one of Israel’s greatest enemies, Assyria, to preach a 

message of repentance. His initial reaction was probably a typical one: “I am not going to try to convert our 

enemies! Let them rot in hell!” However, a little encounter with a large fish changed Jonah’s mind. Our reading 

from this parable about the greatness of God’s mercy begins at that point. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Speculate about the size of Nineveh; what modern city might it take a person 3 days to walk slowly from 

one side to another, stopping now and then to preach from a street corner? 

2. If God were sending a Jonah today to a city of great sinners, where would he be sent? 

3. What was the essence of Jonah’s message to the Ninevites? 

4. The Ninevites were pagan, believing in many gods. What is amazing about their response to his message? 

5. Do you believe that God actually changes His mind about punishment he intends to send upon us? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

There is a tone of urgency in all three of this Sunday’s Scripture readings, an urgency to be converted in one’s 

living. In the early years of his ministry Saint Paul thought that the Second Coming of Jesus Christ might be 

very imminent. That explains the tone of this letter to one of the first communities where he established the 

Church. In later letters he modified that message to encourage people to be ready at all times, because the Lord 

may return at any time. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What does Saint Paul mean when he says that “those having wives [should] act as not having them”? Is he 

urging infidelity to one’s spouse? 

2. In what ways would weeping, celebrating or making purchases run counter to expecting the end of the 

world? 

3. Do you see any parallels between this reading and the sentiment of the First Reading? 

4. In reality, how practical is Saint Paul’s advice in this reading? What makes it worth reflecting upon? 

5. Which of the Beatitudes proclaims a message similar to this reading? (see Matthew 5) 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 1:14-20 

If this Gospel reading sounds familiar, it might be because last Sunday we heard Saint John’s version of this 

incident. You may notice an apparent discrepancy between this telling of the call and the version we heard last 

week. It is possible that both are accurate, with this incident happening some time after the first encounter, 

which John related in last week’s reading. The differences are not that important, because each version 

emphasizes some detail or truth that could be important for us. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which word or phrase caught your attention? 

2. Which John was arrested just before Jesus arrived in Galilee? 

3. What was to be fulfilled by Jesus in this “time of fulfillment”? 



4. In your own words, what was the essence of Jesus’ prophetic message, his good news (“gospel”)? 

5. Do you see similarity between that and the message of the first 2 readings today? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. The original Greek text of Mark 1:17 reads, “I will make you into fishers of humankind.”  Can you see signs 

that Jesus is slowly making you into a suitable disciple too?  What patterns of growth do you see? 

2. What signs do you see in our world that the end of the world might be close? 

3. How could you change your life in order to live with less attachment to this world and more in readiness for 

the eternal world?   

4. The Greek word, from which we got the word “repent,” means to “re-think” and the Greek word for 

“conversion” means “turning toward.” What in your life might need “re-thinking” and a “turning toward” 

God?   

5. What kinds of things are most often able to distract you from building and nourishing a close relationship 

with God? 

6. This week we begin the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. How could you contribute to greater harmony 

and the eventual unity of Christians? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“Loving God and Father, the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus changed us from fearful, self-centered 

people into people of hope, people of promise. We are not perfected in that yet, but your grace is transforming 

us ever so slowly; we are on the way.  Forgive our weaknesses that nurture the continuing divisions among your 

disciples and call us anew to be witnesses and agents of renewal within your Church. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord.  Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross)  


