
Bible Study 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; you alone are the source of wisdom.  

Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read and the peace of tasting the depth of your goodness, 

as you lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Can you recall a time this week when God used someone’s unique gifts to make your life better? 

2. Do you consider yourself to be gifted and valued, or not so much so? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 

This is the only Sunday in the three-year cycle of readings on which we read from the Book of Nehemiah. Ezra 

and Nehemiah were the primary leaders in Judah after the return from exile in Babylon. Nehemiah was the civil 

leader, overseeing the rebuilding of the temple and of Jerusalem’s city walls, and reforming the city’s adminis-

tration. Ezra was the spiritual leader. Knowing that many of the people did not even know what God expected of 

them, he called together all of the people in the city and the surrounding area in order to teach them and help 

them to re-commit themselves to the covenant relationship with God in how they lived day-in and day-out. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What did Ezra do in order to assure the people that he was not making up what they were hearing from him?  

2. Why did he not just give everyone a copy to read for themselves? 

3. What is the effect of repeating “the men, the women, and those children old enough to understand”? 

4. What did Ezra do in addition to reading the words of the laws of God? 

5. Why do you think the people began weeping? There are several possibilities. 

6. How did the day end? Why was that so appropriate to the occasion? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 

Last Sunday’s reading from First Corinthians contained Saint Paul’s list of gifts that the individual members of 

the Church bring to the building up of the Mystical Body of Christ. That reading continues today with his 

analogy of the importance of every member to the overall well-being of the Body. It might seem like just a cute, 

simple analogy, but the Christian community in Corinth needed to hear these words because of the many 

divisions among the members. Perhaps we need to pay attention to them again, too. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What do we all share because of becoming members of the Body of Christ through Baptism? 

2. Are there other gifts in the Church in addition to those named in verse 28? 

3. Which persons/gifts seem to be most important in Saint Paul’s view? How does he feel about the rest? 

4. Saint Paul lists 3 results of all the parts being united in one body. What are they? 

5. Why was it important for Saint Paul to be so specific in verse 13? How does that apply to us? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21 

It is very unusual to have as large a skip within a reading as we encounter in this Gospel reading – 3 whole 

chapters. Those first verses from Luke’s Gospel are not part of any Advent or Christmas readings which are also 

taken from chapters 1-3. Therefore the Church decided it would be good for us to hear them as we launch into 

Luke’s the account of Jesus’ ministry, which we begin today. Not long after his 40 days in the desert and the 

calling of his first apostles, Jesus returned to his hometown, Nazareth, where he had lived for nearly 27 years. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which sentence in this reading strikes you as being a very important one? 

2. Only Mark’s and Matthew’s Gospels pre-date Luke’s. What is implied by the word “many” in verse 1? 

3. What was Luke’s primary purpose in writing his Gospel account? 

4. What skill had Mary taught Jesus that only a few people in his day possessed? (verse 17) 

5. By choosing to read this particular section from Chapter 61 of the Book of Isaiah, what was Jesus 

announcing to his fellow Nazarenes? 



6. Look up this passage in Isaiah 61. Which phrase, which actually came from chapter 42, verse 7, in the Book 

of Isaiah, did Jesus insert in order to give a fuller definition of his vocation? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. How is the First Reading thematically connected to the Gospel reading for today’s Mass? 

2. Look again at St. Paul’s list of roles within the Church. For each of those roles, try to name at least one 

person who carries it out in today’s Church, on a larger scale and within your parish, if possible. 

3. Which one is your primary duty of faith? 

4. As people baptized into Jesus Christ, we share in continuing the mission of Jesus. It is our obligation. Which 

of the things listed in Luke 4:18-19 do you find yourself doing most often? 

5. Discuss how the roles of the clergy (bishops, priests, and deacons), men and women in religious 

communities, and lay women and men complement – “complete” – each other? 

6. Is there any aspect of our parish’s life that needs to be built up in order to reflect more clearly the presence 

of Jesus and the life of the Holy Spirit? 

 

Closing Prayer (for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity) 

Almighty and loving Father, through the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over sin and death we have been 

changed from fearful, self-centered people into people of hope, people of promise, people of service. Forgive 

our weaknesses that nurture the continuing divisions among your disciples, and call us anew to be witnesses of 

renewal within your Church. Make us one as you are one with Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  (Sign of the 

Cross)  


