
Bible Study 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 
 

Opening Prayer: “Jesus Emmanuel, you are truly “God with us,” revealed to us in flesh, in word, in 

sacrament and in your Church. How blest we are! Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we reflect upon your 

manifestation of love as revealed in Sacred Scripture. We ask this in your name, for you are God, in union 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.” 
 

Re-Connecting Questions: 

1. Which gift did you really enjoy giving this Christmas season? Which gift did you really enjoy receiving? 

2.  “Epiphany” means “revelation.” Where or when did God reveal himself to you this week? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

This selection is from the last section of the Book of Isaiah, written at the time of the return of the captives 

from exile in Babylon (today’s Baghdad) in 540 BC. It was not written by Isaiah himself, for he had already 

died, but by an anonymous prophet faithful to the spirit and tradition of Isaiah. As you read it, imagine the 

joy in the hearts of the exiles as they heard these words and packed their meager belongings to begin the trek 

home together. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What was the “darkness” that covered the earth at that time?  

2. What are the 3 promises that God makes to his Holy City, Jerusalem, in this reading: 

a. regarding the Chosen People who had been scattered by conquering armies 

b. regarding the influence which the example of God’s people will have over other nations 

c. regarding worship by non-Jews 

3. What makes the words of this reading appropriate for this feast of Epiphany? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Saint Paul’s ministry was primarily to non-Jewish people (Gentiles) along the northern shore of the 

Mediterranean Sea, as far to the west as what is now Italy as well as to the islands of Cyprus, Crete and 

Sicily. Ephesus was a seaport on the western tip of what is now Turkey. This letter to all the Church 

communities in that region focuses a great deal on the nature of the Church and the conduct of the members 

of the Body of Christ, a reminder the early Christians needed to hear as they became the Body of Christ. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What was the “grace of God” that was given to Saint Paul to steward (that is, to use and develop) to the 

best of his ability? 

2. How might a Gentile feel upon hearing these words from Paul as they were read aloud at a gathering? 

3. Explain what you think the last verse means. 

4. What is the connection between this reading and today’s feast of Jesus being revealed to the Magi from 

the East? (Hint: think of where they came from.) 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 

Matthew is the only evangelist to relate this story of Jesus’ manifestation beyond the Jewish community, by 

which God revealed that the Messiah was the redeemer of all peoples, not just the Jews into whose society he 

had been born. “Magi” is the original word used by the writer of Matthew’s Gospel to identify the visitors 

from an Eastern country and, truthfully, scholars are not sure how to translate it accurately. The “magi” have 

been called kings, wise men, astrologers, and scientists. Tradition holds that there were 3 of them, but the 

Gospel doesn’t tell us for sure. Whatever their role in their homeland, they were men of great faith who 

recognized the significance of a great, new star in the heavens and traveled to pay homage to the newborn 

king that they believed it announced. They were most likely Gentiles.   
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. What words or phrases caught your attention? 



2. Herod was a territorial ruler who served under the Roman Emperor and at his choosing. Why would he 

have been upset by someone saying that there was a “newborn king of the Jews”? 

3. The gifts of gold (the currency of royalty), frankincense (used in worship) and myrrh (used in burials) 

were symbolic gifts. What 3 aspects of Jesus’ life did they foreshadow? (The words for “We Three 

Kings” might help.) 

4. Notice where the magi found Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. If you read a little farther in this part of 

Matthew’s Gospel you can determine approximately how old Jesus was when the magi visited him. 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. What symbolic gift would you have brought, if you had been able to visit the infant Jesus?  Why? 

2. Tell about one of the first times that you remember being aware of God’s presence in your life or of how 

much God loves you. 

3. What kinds of signs (“guiding stars”) does God seem to send you and how easily do you trust these 

signs? 

4. If Jesus was revealed as having been sent by God as the savior of all nations, why do we have so many 

different faiths (Christian, Hindu, Islam, Buddhist, Jew, Jehovah Witness, Shinto, Seventh Day 

Adventist, etc.) and even various denominations within the Christian faith? 

5. What is the darkness that needs to be dispersed today by the light of Christ? How might you be able to 

contribute to its lightening? 

6. In what practical ways could your parish better project the presence of God as a light for the community 

and for the nations?  

7. Is there a goal you could set for yourself this year (or already did set) that will enable you to be a better 

witness to Jesus Christ? 
 

Closing Prayer  

“O Lord, our God and Father, a star led the magi to your Son.  May the sound of your word, the light of your 

Spirit, and the example of others lead us today to worship him in Spirit and in truth, bringing to him the very 

gift of our lives, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen.” 


