
Bible Study 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; for you alone are the source of 

wisdom. Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and grant us the peace that comes 

with tasting the depth of your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Question 

1. How do you tend to react when told that you may not do something you really wanted to do? 

2. Tell about a time this week when you felt like a true child of God. 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Amos 7:12-15 

Amos was a farm laborer, whom God called to proclaim His message to the northern tribes of Israel roughly 750 

years BC. It was a time of great prosperity – at least, for the rich and influential who often got rich at the 

expense of the poor and the middle class. Through Amos, God pointed out that people were so fixated on being 

successful and enjoying life that they no longer even desired to know what God wanted of them. The priests at 

Bethel, the “professional prophets,” were so much a part of the culture that Amaziah, the most influential, drove 

Amos out of the region rather than allow him to upset the status quo. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. The country at the time of Amos was divided into a northern kingdom and a southern kingdom. Can you 

spot the names of the kingdoms in the first sentence and the last sentence? 

2. What is the difference between prophecy as an occupation (the view of Amaziah) and as a ministry (the 

view of Amos)? Look for actual words in the reading which distinguish this difference.  

3. How did that difference affect what they did? 

4. Can you name other prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures who also suffered much because of their faithfulness 

to God’s calling? Why do you think most of the prophets were ridiculed or persecuted for speaking for God? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 

This weekend we begin seven Sundays of readings from Saint Paul’s letter to the Church at Ephesus, in what is 

now Turkey, one of the first places where Christianity took deep roots. This section is a hymn of praise to God’s 

wisdom, goodness, mercy, and generosity. Notice how the hymn progresses along a sort of timeline, as it extols 

God’s plan for the salvation of the world. This selection is a great example of how Scripture, more than telling 

us what to do, tells us who we are. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Point out the timeline of salvation history in this reading – the past, the present, and the future. 

2. In Baptism, who did God call us to become? Cite the verse that points out this ultimate destiny. 

3. How does it feel to hear that, before God created the universe and set the first humans in the perfect 

environment of Eden, he knew that there would be sin and he would have to call us to turn from sin and 

return to living as he wants us to live? 

4. Where in this reading do you see proof that God does not intend for us to stumble through life without the 

slightest idea of who He is and what He has in mind? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 6:7-13 

Our Gospel reading picks up immediately after the end of last week’s reading. Jesus had been disrespected in his 

home town of Nazareth, so much so that he could hardly find enough faith in him there to do more than work a 

couple small miracles of healing. So, what did he do next? He called together his 12 apostles and sent them out 

to spread his message of repentance and conversion to a wider audience. First, however, he gave them a startling 

set of instructions to follow. We – and they! – might have expected something else. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which sentence in the Gospel reading really caught your attention? 

2. Why do you think Jesus sent the Apostles out “two by two”? 



3. What indication is there that Jesus expected the Apostles to encounter resistance in their ministry? 

4. From where did the apostles get the power to cast out demons and to heal the sick? 

5. How do you think the sparseness of their traveling provisions influenced their preaching? 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Which responsibilities of Christians are identified in today’s readings? 

2. How does a person feel, knowing that he/she has been chosen to serve others in the name of Christ? 

3. To “repent” literally means “to change one’s way of thinking, to rethink or think in a new way.” Does that 

strike you as a good way to describe conversion and reconciliation with God? 

4. Prophecy is a difficult vocation because it usually involves telling people that they should change their 

priorities and behavior. Name other callings that seem to be a difficult life for those who fulfill them 

conscientiously. 

5. What kinds of resistance or rejection do you encounter in your striving to live as a faithful disciple? Do you 

feel like a prophet in that? 
 

Closing Prayer  

We bless you, O God and Father, for through our Lord Jesus Christ you have blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing there is. First, you chose us to be your adopted sons and daughters, and you asked us to be holy as you 

yourself are holy. Then you redeemed us by the blood of Jesus, so that we might be cleansed of sin as you 

yourself are sinless; and you sent us to proclaim your presence to the world. Fill us again with the grace of your 

Holy Spirit, make known to us your perfect will, and lead us without error to our ultimate inheritance, eternal 

life with you in heaven. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


