
Bible Study  

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; for you alone are the source of all 

wisdom.  Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of 

your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Questions before the readings 

1. Was there a time this week when you saw Christ in another person or when someone reached out to you in a 

way that reminded you that the light of Christ is within you?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a 

The account we are about to read is just the beginning of one of the most fascinating stories in the entire Old 

Testament. Of all the Hebrew prophets, Elisha was one of the most powerful in prayer – multiplying food, 

healing the sick, curing the crippled, and calling down God’s wrath on idolaters. He is a strong fore-image of 

Jesus. This reading, in itself, is one of charity that is extended and rewarded. The bigger story is that the son 

promised at the end of the reading died while just a boy, but was brought back to life through Elisha’s prayer.  
  

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What was the woman’s reason for creating a special room in which Elisha could stay when he was in the 

area? Did you detect any self-interest on her part? 

2. In that time and in that society, what would have happened to the woman if her elderly husband died 

without a son? (Other family members would inherit the land and there was no “Social Security.”) 

3. Finish reading verse 16. How did the woman react to the prophet’s promise? Did that change anything? 

4. How many of the Corporal Works of Mercy did the woman perform in this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 

It seems that 2 erroneous concepts had arisen among the Roman Christians. One was the idea that, since 

Baptism brought complete forgiveness of sin, one could do whatever one desired after Baptism because all was 

already forgiven. The other error was the notion that one should sin frequently in order to enjoy God’s 

forgiveness as often as possible; both are a form of the sin of compunction. Saint Paul responded with emphasis 

on the transformative nature of the sacrament. We are reborn in Christ! We can’t be as we were before! 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Explain the symbolism of death contained in the act of baptizing, especially baptism by immersion. 

2. Find a phrase which states that, when one chooses Baptism, one chooses an entirely different way of living. 

3. Does verse 8 refer to heaven or to a lifestyle on earth after Baptism? 

4. Aristotle argued that every vacuum begs to be filled by something. When Baptism removes the power of sin 

from one’s life, with what does God fill that void, and how does God do that? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:37-42 

Using hyperbole (exaggerated images) to make a point was a common technique among debaters in Jesus’ time. 

We find an example of that in this reading. Obviously, Jesus does not want his disciples to hate or abandon their 

family. His point is that discipleship cannot be a half-hearted, a temporary, or an occasional decision. However, 

it is a decision, one that proves itself in a life of consistent charity.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which phrase in this reading spoke most strongly to you today? 

2. Which commandment is reflected in verse 37? 

3. Which verse refers to martyrdom as the ultimate act of faith? 

4. Which verse promises that faithfully following Jesus will bring difficulties and may even lead to a person 

being less popular or less financially successful? 

5. Which verses express our belief that Christ lives within the baptized, and at the same time the baptized 

recognize the presence of Christ in other people? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. What is the connection between the Gospel Reading and the First Reading?  

2. Do you also see anything in the Second Reading that reinforces those two? Explain. 

3. Comment: “Faith is not real if it is not expressed in actions.” Do you agree? 

4. Since Baptism made available to us the forgiveness of all sins for which we are truly sorry (we still have to 

ask for it) and broke the power of sin’s attraction, how does the sacrament also help us to resist temptation? 

5. Name some of the good things that believing in Jesus and becoming a member of His Church have brought 

to you. 

6. Discuss some of the crosses that you carry, precisely because of your faith. Do they strengthen your faith or 

do they make it harder to be a faithful disciple? 

7. Is there someone whom you could affirm this week for their faithfulness to the Christian way of life? 

 

Closing Prayer  

O most holy Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, I adore you, I praise you, I honor you, I love you. I give you 

thanks for all you have done and for all you have given to me. I dedicate myself to you again today. Make of me 

a living temple in which others will more easily see your presence. Teach me to live more in communion with 

you, and help me to carry the crosses that come to me as a result of my faith in you. Holy Mary, Mother of the 

Church and my mother as well, help me to be faithful to this dedication. Amen.  (Sign of the Cross) 


