
Bible Study 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; for you alone are the source of all 

wisdom.  Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of 

your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. In your opinion, is gentleness a sign of weakness or of strength? Explain. 

2. When did you experience God’s gentleness this week? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 

These densely packed verses from the Book of Wisdom must be reflected upon to be understood well. It is a 

poetic passage that explores the co-existence of power and mercy in God, whose mercy and kindness are in 

proportion to God’s power. If we want to be in right relationship with God, we too must be kind and merciful. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Point out 4 qualities of God that are named in this passage, and which also happen to be the ones that we 

desire to find in all good leaders (verses 13, 16, 18, and 19). 

2. “Temerity” means “reckless boldness.” Why would God rebuke such an attitude towards Himself? 

3. How is it possible for God to be both merciful and just at the same time? 

4. What is the difference between lenience (mercy) and simply ignoring a wrong that has been done? 

5. What is the lesson that God wanted his people to learn from their own experience of his mercy? 

6. Explain the last line of verse 19: “you would permit repentance for their sins.” 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Romans 8:26-27 

We continue our more-or-less sequential reading of Saint Paul’s letter to the Christian community in and near 

Rome. In these 2 short verses he gives a lesson on prayer. We often forget the Holy Spirit’s role in our own 

prayer life. Paul says that it is impossible for anyone to pray except with the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. How do natural human limitations limit our ability to pray well, to pray “as we ought”? 

2. What, then, is the Holy Spirit’s role in prayer? 

3. Who are the “holy ones” referred to in verse 27? 

4. Who is “the one who searches hearts” and knows the intentions of the Holy Spirit? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:24-43 

This Gospel reading contains 3 parables, any one of which would be sufficient in itself for fruitful reflection. In 

all 3 parables there is growth, which happens because of the God-given nature of the seed or the yeast. 

Matthew’s Gospel was written in Aramaic, the everyday language of Jesus’ society. The word that we translate 

as “weeds” in the first parable is “darnel” which means “poisonous weeds.” Scripture scholars tell us that the 

explanation of the parable of the wheat and the weeds was most likely added later as reassurance to the 

persecuted Church that, sooner or later, God will punish those who do evil deeds. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which word or phrase stood out for you in this reading? 

2. Which verse tells us that Jesus already knew of God’s previously unrevealed plan for salvation? 

3. Step away from the symbolic language: 

a. how is the kingdom of heaven like the field in the first parable? 

b. how, then, is the mustard shrub like the kingdom of heaven? 

c. and how is a batch of bread dough like the kingdom of heaven? 

4. Where in this Gospel reading do you find the presence of God’s power and mercy as was presented in the 

first reading?  

5. Why do you think Jesus did so much of his teaching through parables? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Can you apply the parable of the mustard seed or of the yeast to your own faith journey? 

2. Agree or disagree: “Only the truly strong are free to be truly forgiving; only the generous can freely do good 

works without expecting something in return; only when we don’t have to do something can we freely 

choose to do it.” 

3. How is a Christian person supposed to act in a holy manner when surrounded by a society that contains so 

much unholy activity and attitude? 

4. How is it possible to pray without words, as Saint Paul suggests in the Second Reading? Do you ever pray 

that way?   

5. Identify issues in our society or in the Church that you feel could be resolved if everyone would exercise 

more mercy and less power? 

6. Choosing one of those issues that were just named, in what way might mercy and justice accomplish more 

in that situation than force and power ever could? 

7. Can you think of one relationship in your own life that could benefit from a little more kindness and a little 

less power? 

 

Closing Prayer   

Holy God, you have planted within our hearts the tiny mustard seed of faith. Nurture that seed until it grows into 

a faith that is beautiful, strong, and holy like you are. Make us eager to be more like you; through the grace of 

the Holy Spirit help us to be more just, more kind, more patient, and more merciful. Grant this through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


