
Bible Study 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) Lord our God, you are the source of all wisdom. Help us learn to see 

every situation through your eyes and to hear the voice of your Spirit guiding and encouraging us. May our 

reflections today lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. What do you remember being taught about the Holy Spirit’s gift of wisdom? 

2. Tell about one time that you used the gift of wisdom this week, or when you could have used a greater 

portion of God’s wisdom? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 

The wisdom of King Solomon is legendary. Even though he was not King David’s eldest son, he succeeded his 

father on the throne of Israel after David died. Although still a young man at the time, his reign began with great 

promise, as he routinely sought God’s wisdom when making decisions. Unfortunately, as time passed, Solomon 

abandoned his initial closeness to God and became a self-centered tyrant. The point of this reading is that we 

should approach every day with the same attitude that Solomon did at first.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Solomon did not use the word “wisdom” in his prayer; which phrase is used to mean the same as wisdom?  

2. Using clues from this reading, explain how wisdom is different from intelligence or from knowledge. 

3. Important: who initiated Solomon’s request for wisdom? 

4. The beginning of Solomon’s prayer is a good lesson for all of us about the proper attitude when making 

prayers of petition. What is the focus of the beginning of Solomon’s prayer? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Romans 8:28-30 

Today we hear another small slice of Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans, picking up right where we left off last 

Sunday. Twice Paul tells us that God initiated our relationship with Him: God knew us before we were even 

born and God chose us to be his adopted sons and daughters. Do not misunderstand the use of “predestined” if 

that word is used in your translation. Saint Paul means that God knew every moment in our life before we were 

born because in eternity there is no such thing as time. Every moment on earth is NOW for God. So, in this case 

“predestined” refers to foreknowledge, not to a predetermined fate. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. We become brothers and sisters in Christ through Baptism, but growth needs to happen afterward. What 

does it mean to become “conformed to the image” of Jesus Christ? 

2. How did God justify (“make up for”) our sins? 

3. When or where will we be “glorified,” made perfectly whole and honored? 

4. Do all things really work together for good for those who love God? How, then, do you explain the presence 

of the bad, or at least unfortunate, things that happen to people? 

5. Can you see a connection to the virtue of wisdom in this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:44-52 

Chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel is a series of images to help disciples understand better the kingdom of heaven. 

These images were given as part of an explanation given to the disciples when they asked about the meaning of 

images of the kingdom in Jesus’ earlier teaching. This was not what they thought a kingdom was! These 3 

images focus on being wise enough to recognize the treasure that exists in being in close relationship with God. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which of the 3 images in this reading is most appealing to you? Why? 

2. What would you say is the point of the third image, the net full of fish? 

3. Do you see a parallel between the image of the net and last week’s image of the wheat and the weeds? 

4. Point out what these images have to do with living the Christian life with wisdom. 

5. According to verse 52, what should we be able to do now that we understand Jesus’ point in the images? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. What would you say is the most precious of all your material possessions?  

2. Is there anything that you would say is even more precious to you than that object? 

3. How do you feel about hearing that one must be totally invested, completely dedicated to living as a disciple 

of Jesus? Can one get to heaven without that kind of complete dedication? 

4. Is there really a hell?  Do you believe that it is not just a place for the devil, but that God also sends human 

sinners there who refuse to ask forgiveness and repentance? Talk about that. 

5. In what ways do we already experience the glory of God which will be ours in fullness after death? 

6. How does one’s trust in God become apparent to people around us? 

7. Finally, what is the place of wisdom in all that you have just discussed? 

 

Closing Prayer   

O Lord my God, you were aware of me before I even existed. You chose to give me life and gifted me with all 

that I have and all that I am. Without you I can do nothing that is good. I humbly ask you to increase in me the 

gift of wisdom so that I might know what is truly valuable in this life. Help me to use wisely the blessings you 

have given me. I ask this in the name of Jesus, my Savior and Brother.  Amen.  (Sign of the Cross) 


