
Bible Study  

Solemnity of the Birth of John the Baptist 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; for you alone are the source of 

wisdom. Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and grant us the peace that comes 

with tasting the depth of your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. Was there a time recently when you felt particularly blessed or favored by God?  

2. How did you know what would be the best vocation for you or the most fitting line of work? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-6 

Only one other birth is observed in the Church’s calendar at the rank of “solemnity,” that of Jesus Christ. Not 

even the birth of Mary, celebrated on September 8, is observed as a solemnity. Why John? This first reading 

speaks to the special relationship that prophets have had with God. Everything that this reading says about 

prophets in general applies to an even greater degree to Saint John the Baptist. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Which words in this reading speak about a vocation, a calling from God to a specific life-ministry? 

2. When are a prophet’s words like a two-edged sword or a polished arrow to those who hear them? 

3. From where does a prophet draw strength to continue his or her ministry despite resistance from those who 

hear the message? 

4. Which words in verses 5 and 6 tell us why God asks prophets to proclaim God’s message to people? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Acts 13:22-26 

As the Apostles began to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus, they were consistently quick to point out to their 

audiences that John the Baptist had been sent by God as the prophet who had announced the immediate coming 

of the long-awaited Messiah. They also chided those who had dismissed John as an eccentric who was not to be 

taken seriously.  
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Who was Saint Paul addressing when he spoke these words? 

2. From whose family line was the Messiah foretold to come? Why did God choose that person? 

3. Who is the “he” that John the Baptist was referring to in the words quoted in verse 25? 

4. Since servants were given the task of bending down (a defensively vulnerable position) and taking off their 

masters’ sandals, what was John trying to say in that sentence? 

5. Whom is Saint Paul including in “us” when he says that “to us this word of salvation has been sent”? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 1:57-66, 80 

Even though Zechariah and Elizabeth were still childless in their advanced years, God showed “his great mercy” 

by blessing them with a son – and an extraordinary one at that. An angel appeared to Zechariah and foretold the 

soon-to-be conception; while still in the womb, the baby leapt for joy when the pregnant Mary first entered 

Elizabeth and Zechariah’s house; he was given a name not shared by another male in the family; Zechariah 

miraculously recovered the ability to speak; and as soon as John was able, he went to live in the desert with an 

austere group of holy men called Essenes. His life’s work was to preach the word of God, calling people to 

repent of their sins and to change their attitudes and actions in order to be ready for the Messiah. Notice how 

Luke is stressing the Jewish roots of John and Jesus! 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which sentence in this reading stands out for you? 

2. What had happened to cause Zechariah to be unable to speak? 

3. Locate the 3 emotions that Saint Luke mentions as being shared by the couple’s friends. 

4. What might be a better word for “fear” when it is set in the context the rest of verses 65 and 66? 

5. Close encounters with God produce the natural reaction of wonder. Where do you see that in this reading? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Can you tell about a close encounter with God that left you feeling full of awe and wonder? 

2. This is important: who decided that John (or anyone else, for that matter) should be a prophet? 

3. Who in your own lifetime do you consider to be a prophet (or prophets), proclaiming to you what God 

wants you to hear and calling you to a closer walk with the will of God? 

4. Have you ever had to assume the role of prophet, at least temporarily? What was that like? 

5. God called you from your birth, as He did John. Have you become the person God called you to be, living 

the vocation (single, married, religious, ordained), doing the work for which He specifically gifted you, and 

being a witness for Jesus, while growing strong in the Spirit? 

 

Closing Prayer  

Almighty God, you sent your only Son to rescue us from the slavery of sin, and to give us the freedom only your 

sons and daughters enjoy. Strengthen us with your grace and nurture within us the light of faith. Make us strong 

in your Spirit so that we might proclaim Jesus with our lives. Lead us to the eternal life which you promised to 

those who follow you with sincerity. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


