
Bible Study  

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you, who alone are the source of wisdom.  

Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of your 

goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen.” 
 

Questions before the readings 

1. The First Reading and the Gospel today speak of the opposition that the followers of Jesus will experience. 

Did you experience any sort of opposition or difficulty this week because of your faith? How did you react? 

2. The readings also speak of God’s care for us. Recall a time this past week when you felt God lift you up?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Jeremiah 20:10-13 

After the faithful King Josiah was killed in battle against invading Egyptians in 609 BC, old idolatries began to 

creep back into Jewish life, and injustice once again became a part of life for many. Soon the Babylonian armies 

invaded, defeating the Israelites and taking many of the leaders, priests, and influential into exile. Jeremiah, who 

lived near Jerusalem, encountered severe opposition both from pagan “prophets” and from Jewish religious 

leaders who feared the political consequences of Jeremiah’s strong calls to conversion. What we read now is 

part of his prayer after being imprisoned and scourged by the chief priest at the temple. 
  

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Describe Jeremiah’s mood in this reading. 

2. Find 3 ways in which Jeremiah’s opponents intend to silence him. (in the first, second and fourth sentences) 

3. How does he ask God to answer his prayer? Does that surprise you? 

4. Which words show Jeremiah’s confidence that God will indeed protect and assist him? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Romans 5:12-15 

Saint Paul’s use of long sentences, parallel images, and complex arguments in his letter to the Romans 

sometimes make it a little hard to follow and simply difficult to understand. This is one of those passages. Saint 

Paul is explaining Original Sin and how the saving act of Jesus changed the very nature of life for all of us. As a 

result of Adam and Eve’s sin, every person is born with a natural attraction to acting upon our own desires and 

interests, even when those are in opposition to the will of God – that is, sinful. Baptism opens the door to God’s 

grace to help us resist that attraction. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Which phrase in verse 13 refers to Original Sin? 

2. Who is the “one man” referred to in verse 12? 

3. Which phrase in verse 14 refers to Jesus Christ? 

4. What is the “gift” referred to in verse 15? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:26-33 

At the time of the writing of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew, around 70 AD, the Christian Church was 

already experiencing persecution, both from the occupying Roman government and from some within the 

Jewish faith. The Romans had destroyed the temple in Jerusalem because of a revolt against their rule. This 

reading reflects both the suffering that Jesus knew his disciples would experience during his lifetime as they 

went out to preach the Kingdom of God that he proclaimed and the suffering that his Church would experience 

after his passion, death, resurrection, and ascension. Keep those 2 levels of meaning in mind as you read.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. How many times in this passage does Jesus tell his disciples to have no fear of being harmed? 

2. Look back at Matthew 10:17. To whom was Jesus referring in verse 26. 

3. Does this reading reassure you or does it scare you a little? 

4. How can Jesus tell them not to fear, when he is assuring them that bad things will happen to his followers? 

5. What will be the prize for those who do not deny their discipleship, either by word or by action? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. How should we react when we encounter opposition to our faith or limitations on how we put into practice 

what our faith teaches? 

2. Why bad things happen to good people is an age-old question. How would you answer it in light of these 

Scripture readings? 

3. How should we react when bad things do happen to us, if we want our reaction to reflect what we believe? 

4. Saint Paul said that death became a reality for every human being because Adam and Eve’s first sin brought 

sin into the world, and sin leads to death. If Jesus’ death and resurrection broke the power of sin and death, 

and merited our salvation, why do all people still die instead of just passing into eternity at some point in 

time? 

5. Explain how it was possible for people to sin even before they had been given the Ten Commandments. 

6. Does God reward faithfulness already in this life, or does the reward only come after one dies? 

7. Think of someone who could use a little support and encouragement from you this week, and decide how 

you will respond to that need, as an ambassador for God. 

 

Closing Prayer  

All-holy, all-powerful God, you are Lord of the universe, and the guide and protector of your people. Increase 

our trust in your goodness when we experience the difficulties of discipleship during this earthly life, and 

strengthen us against the temptations of our own desires and uncertainty. Bring us safely to that eternal bliss, 

where you live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit as one God forever and ever. Amen.”  (Sign of the 

Cross) 

 


