
Bible Study 

Solemnity of Pentecost, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Come, Holy Spirit. Fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them the 

fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and we shall be recreated, and you will renew the face of the earth. 

Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. What do you remember about your own reception of Confirmation? 

2. Do you remember when we called the Third Person of the Holy Trinity “the Holy Ghost”?  Why do you 

think the Church asked us, instead, to say “the Holy Spirit”?  What difference does it make? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 

Pentecost was a Jewish feast long before it was a Christian one. Also called Shavu’ot, it celebrated the gift of the 

Jewish Law, the Ten Commandments which were given by God on Mount Sinai. The new Pentecost celebrates 

the gift God’s own Spirit in a new covenant of love, revealed first in of the commandments and then in the 

Divine Self of his Son Jesus. This gift of the Spirit enables one to live in a way impossible without it. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. In which city had the disciples gathered “all in one place together”?  

2. Go back a few verses to Chapter 1:15; approximately how many people might have been gathered there? 

3. This is very important; read carefully! Who, of all those present, received the gift of the Spirit on Pentecost?  

4. What similarities do you see between this scene and those in Exodus 19:16-20 or Isaiah 66:15 and 18? 

5. What is the symbolic meaning of each person in the city being able to hear the Good News about Jesus in 

his/her own language (even though the apostles were speaking Aramaic)? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13  

This portion of the first letter to the Church at Corinth addressed some deep divisions that had come about in the 

Church community there. The argument was basically about which of them were more important than the rest, 

and which abilities were more important to the life of the Church. Listen now to a good, holy scolding! 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Try to summarize the entire reading in one or two short sentences.  

2. What is the source or foundation of the unity for which Saint Paul is calling? 

3. Which 3 words in verses 4-6 are being used as synonyms, as having the same meaning? 

4. For what basic purpose are each of us given the gift of the Holy Spirit? (verse 7) 

5. “Jesus is Lord” was an early creed statement. What might Saint Paul mean when he says that those words 

can only be said through the Holy Spirit? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 20:19-23 

Saint John tells of Jesus, breathing his Holy Spirit onto the gathered disciples on the evening of the first Easter 

Sunday. As we can tell from reading the rest of his Gospel, it did not have nearly the same results then as did the 

coming of the Holy Spirit on them on the day of Pentecost. A similar difference can be found in us when the 

Sacrament of Baptism brings the Holy Spirit to dwell within each of us, and then Confirmation brings the 

fullness of the gift of the Spirit. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. As you reread the first verses, what common expression might be used instead of “Peace be with you” and 

still capture much of the same meaning? (see Mark 6:50 for a hint) 

2. Which words tell us that Jesus’ appearance here is not merely that of a ghost? 

3. At the same time, which words tell us that Jesus’ resurrection was more than merely bringing his dead body 

back to life as it was before his crucifixion? (This distinction is important to our belief in the resurrection of 

our own souls.) 

4. Which two of the 7 sacraments does the Church trace to this Gospel reading? 



5. You may have also noticed that Thomas was not present when Jesus breathed his Spirit on the Apostles. A 

learned priest-friend explained to me that since the Spirit of God is not limited by time and space, and since 

Jesus intended that all of his Apostles should have the sacramental power to act in his name, that grace came 

to Thomas as well, despite his physical absence the first time. 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Name various persons in your family, your Bible study group, or your parish and identify a special gift of 

the Holy Spirit in each one that is more of a benefit to others than it is to themselves. 

2. Knowing that you are one part of a “whole” reveals a sense of responsibility and connectedness. Do you 

find that freeing, or limiting, or even stifling? 

3. Do you sense division in your parish over who is more important or who is less important? If so, what could 

be done about that? 

4. The Law of Love commands us to live as God Himself did in the person of Jesus. How much do you rely on 

the daily “pentecost” of the Holy Spirit to assist and guide you? Tell about times or situations in which you 

easily see the results of that trust. 

5. Give an example of how you have experienced the Holy Spirit working in you or through you recently? 

6. Do you have abilities that you have not been sharing with the parish for some reason? What might happen if 

you decided now to begin sharing those gifts with the community also? 

 

Closing Prayer:   

Lord Jesus Christ, when you had ascended to your rightful throne on high, you fulfilled your promise to send 

your Holy Spirit, so that your Divine Presence might continue to assist us on our own journey to heaven. Guard 

within us the fire of your Holy Spirit so that we might be faithful witnesses to you in every situation and at every 

opportunity. For you are the Lord of our life, forever and ever. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 

  


